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With Despatch No. 200 / | 


HAVANA, December ay, 1893. 


Copy. | | HAVANA, Nov. 30th, 1893. 
To the Gensul General of the United States -of America. 


HAVANA. 


I regret to inform you that the custom house 
officials,with the view of making effective the fines 
imposed to the steamers of the" New York and cuba Mail 


S.S.Line",- as per letter of Nov.15th,- have this day 


VA 
seized (3404 three hundred and forty centrifugal sugar 


bags of estate “Andrea” - belonging to Messrs.Hidalgo 
and Co.,valued at the market price to-day ($3000) 
three thousand dollars,and stored at the Regla ware 
house. 
As a member of this concern and an american citizen, 
I appeal to your good offices,hoping that you can do 
somehting in our behalf. 
Thenking you in advance, I remain, Sir, 
Very respectfully yours, 


(Signed) F.de Zaldo. 
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Cepy. 
OFFICE ef the COLLECTOR 


ef CUSTOMS,PORT ef NEW YORK. 


Te whom it may concerns’ 
This is to certify that Spanish vessels, and the 


vessels of all other nations,are required under section 


2887,United States Revised Statutes, to make pest entries 


> 


ef carge unmentioned in manifests by accident or mis- 
take. 
Given under my hand and seal ef office 
this 16th day of November,1893. 
(Signed) James T.Kilbreth, 


Cellecter of Custems. 
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Copy. 


STEAMSHIP DEPARTMENT. 
Pier 10,East River. 
J»oM.Ceballes and Ce., 
80 Wall street 
Cable "Ceballos". 
P.0.Box 3424 
Agents. 


Compafiia Transatlantica Espafiela. New Yerk,Nev.16, '93. 
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Messrs.James E.Ward and Co., 


Agents, 


New Yerk and Cuba Mail S.S.Ce., 
113 Wall street,- City. 
Gent lemen: 
Cenfirming conversation ef this date with yeur re- 
presentative,we wish te state that on manifests ef our 
steamers arriving in New Yerk in ease carze is in excess 


ef manifest we are allowed by the U.S.Custems Autheri- 


ties to make a post entry; and in ease of carge being 


shert ef manifest we are al lewed te make an affidavit 


stating that the same was left behind. We have availed 


ourselves ef this privilege en many eecasions md have 
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thereby aveided any fine b eing impesed en our steamers. 


Yeurs very truly, 


| Signe 4a) JeM.Ceballes and Ce., 
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Steamship Department. 
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Copy. : 
New York, Nov.18,1895. 


J.Sergeant Cram, Esq. 
Pres't Board of Dock Commissioners, 
Pier A,North River. 
Dear Sir: 

Having to report to the pnepartment of State 
on a matter growing out of the reciprocity agreement 
between Spain and the United States,I beg of you to 
faver me with an answer to the following queries: 

(1) Whe are the proprietors of the docks and 
wharves of this harber? 

(2) Are they administered by the proprietors or 
by others to whom they are leased? 

(3) What are the charges,if any,on vessels moored 
to the said docks and wharves? 

(4) Alse,what are the eharges,if any,on the 
merchandise landea@ on them from the said vessels? 

It is my desire to accompany a copy ef your 
answer With my repert te the Department. I will, 
therefore,thank you to please furnish me with it at 
your earliest convenience, having to leave fer my pest 
in e few days. 

I am,dear Sir,with great respect, 


Your very ebedient servant, 


(Signed) Ramen 0.Williams, 
Censul General ef the U.S.at Mavana, Cuba. 


Address: 35 Cambridge Place, Brooklyn. 
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Copy. 


DEPARTMENT OF DOCKS. 


New york, Nov. 18th, 1893. 


Ramon 0.Williams, Beq. 
35 Cambridge place, Brooklyn. 
Dear Sir: 
Replying to your favor of even date I beg 
to state: 
1. The Gocks and wharves of New York City are 
owned largely by the Corpcration. 


De They are in charge. of the Commissioners of 


the Board of Doeks. 


The third and fourth inquiries are fully answered 
in book of "Rules and Regulations, instructions to 
Deck-masters and rates of wharfage" ,which I enclose 
herewith. 

Many of the piers and bulkheads are leased to 
Steamship and Railroad Companies and others,but a suf- 
ficient number is kept open for the accomodation of 
those whehave not leased piers. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) James J.Phelan, 
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VAVASN A. 


New York, Nov.20th,1893. 
Frank Frick, Esq., 
Pres't of the BOARD of TRADE of the 
CITY of BALTIMORE. 
Dear Sir: 

Maving to report to the Department of State 
on a matter growing out of the reciprocity agreement 
between Spain and the United States,I beg of you to 
favor me with an answer to the. following inquiries: 

(1) Who are the proprietors of the wharves and 
docks ef the harbor of Baltimore? 

(2) Are they administered by the proprietors or 
by others to whom they are leased? 

(3) What are the charges,if any,on vessels moored 
to the said eoene end wharves? 

(4) Also,what are the charges,if any,on the 
merchandise landed on them from the said vessels? 

It is my desire te accompany a copy of your 
answer with my report to the Department. I will, 
therefore,thank you te please furnish me with it at 


your earliest convenience, having to leave for my post 


in a few days. 


I am,dear Sir,very respect fully, your obt.servt., 


(Signed) Ramon Q.Williams, 


Consul General of the U.S.at Havana,Cuba. 
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Copy. THE BOARD of TRADE of the CITY of BALTIMORE, 
Room no.35 Rialto pjuilding. 


Nov. al, 1893. 
Ramon 0.Willi ams, Es«. 


Consul General, 


Havana, Cuba. 
"a re 


Dear Sir: 


I have your valued favor of 20,and beg to 
say that you will find on page 39 of the’ Board of 
Trade Beport“for 1893,of which I am sending you a copy, 


the answer to your first inquiries. 
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The wharves are owned,as you will see,by the 


te 
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State,City and individuals severally,and are managed 


Ee ee ee ae ae ee 


by owner,agents or lessees as the case may be. 
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I remain,dear Sir,yours respectfully, 


(Signed) Frank Frick, President. 
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Copy. 

New York, Nov.29th, 1893. 
Ramen 0.Williams, Esq. 

U.S.Consul General, 

HAVANA. 

Dear Sir: 
We take pleasure in aeknowledging receipt of 

your faver of the 22nd inst.,and complying with your re- 
quest,beg te herewith give you statement of the rates 


usually charged for wharfage on certain merchandise 


‘ Tee Fy a 
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landed by vessels at this pert on special wharve or 
wharves centrelled by different corporations? 
SUGAR in tierees, .. »eee0$"15 each 
oe PRRS, 6 ki ce "04 = 
@ Wee canes >» Sy, 
Geostnmen, 
MOLASSES in hhds., +--+ ad's ah 
HIDES, each, ene eeeees ."14 
MAHOGANY, per ton,... » "20 


On general er public wharves the rate that is . 


‘cust omarily eharged is 5 ¢ per ton of 2000 lbs per day. 


It is net customary te charge any wharfage what efer 


“when goods are promptly removed after discharge. 


We trust this infermatien is all that yeu require, 
but if you need ary further explanation,we shall be very 
pleased te forward same inmediately on receipt ef advice. 


Yeurs very truly, 
(Signed) James E.Ward and Co. 
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U.S.Consulate General. 
HAVANA, Bovember 30th, 1893. 
Messrs.Galban Rio and (o., 
Present. 
Dear Sirs: 

With the view of seieivine with an ins- 
truction directed by the Department of State,at 
Washington,to this Consulate General,I beg of you to 
have the goodness to answer me in writing the following 
two questions: 

First: De you consider the Royal svéer, publiaes 
in the Havana Gazette on the first of last July,imposing 


a duty of 25 cents per ton on merchandise,in favor 


of the Havana Harbor Works,to be of the nature of a 


tonnage due on the discharging of cargoes? or 
second: Do you consider it to be of the nature of 

a°Wharfage due levied for the use of the wharves and 

piers of the Havana harbor in the landing as cargoes 


in their course of custom house despatch and remeval 


fer eonsumption? 


Very respectfully, your obt.servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 
Consul General. 


Letters of equal tenor were addressed to Messrs.Lawton 


Bres.,Hidalgo and Co.,Henry B.Hamel and Ce.,amd Rafael 


Perez Santa Maria. 
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HAVANA, December 6 1893. 
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Cepy. 
HAVANA, Dec. 2nd, 1893. 
Ramon 0.Williams, Bs¢q. 
United States Consul General, 
: Present. 
Sir? 

We beg te reply te your letter ef the 30th ef 
Nevember as follows: 

The first question,we censider te be a tennage due 
in as much as it is charged on every ton ioe part 
thereef),ef cargo except ceal ineluded in the manifests 
ef this port,whether the same is discharged and goes 
to the wharf or whether it is discharged in seheoners 
and dispatched te seme ether place in the Island. 

The Chamber of Cemmerce,with the view of helping 
the Board ef the Havana Harber, accepted this impost, 
the use ef which is to keep the harber and wharves 
in good condition. 

The secend, we consider a simple wharfage fee, 


the ebject ef this impost being to stimulate the 


receivers te withdraw their goods and net make public 
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ware heuse ef the decks. Any goods ‘withdrawn from the 
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(Signed) Hidalgo and Co. 
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HAVANA, Dec. 2nd,1893. 
Ramen ©. Williams, Esq. 
U.S.Cénsul General at HAVANA. 
Dear Sir? 

In order to reply to the two questions asked 
me in your valued favor of the 50th ult imo, I deem it 
proper, first to mention some antecedents relative to 
the case. 

Wheh the constitution of a Beard of Harbor works 
at this port was solicited from the Government in 


Madrid,they offered to contribute for its support te 


wit: The piputacion provincial with $3000, the Ayun- 


tamiento de la Habana with $5000, beth yearly and finally 


the Board of Commerce with 25 cents per eaeh and every \_ 


metrical ton of merchandise discharged,and the Gevern- 
ment by virtue of same approved the constitution of the 
said Board of Harber Works,by Royal order of 28th 


March, 1884. 


From lst July of said year the tax of 25 cents 
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imposed has been paid without any tnterrup tion until 
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treaty with the ynited Stat es Government, interpretations 


were promoted in regard toe said tax, the interpretations 


ef which caused a reclamation on the side of the 


Minister of the United States from the qgevernment in 


Madrid,against the payment of the tax,and the reclamation 
of which was in obedience with the Royal order of 28th 
pebruary, 1892, by which it was decreed that from lst 


January of same year the said tax =e remain in 
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enapense, snc that by the Board of Harbor Werks at this 
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port another tax would be proposed in substitution 
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It being proposed by the Board of Harbor Works 


in conformity with the official Board of Commeree, 


among other taxes,that of 25 cents for each 1000 


kilos weight of merchandise discharged on the wharves, 
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no matter where same should come from,or the wharf which 


same is landed on,in place of the tax of 25 cents per 


ton discharge, which was left in suspense by Royal 
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order of 2nd June last, the taxes proposed having 
been approved,and it was decreed that the colleetion 
of the tax would commence ruling from first July this 
year,since which time it is being paid. 

The foregoing facts being thus explained, can 
now reply te your two questions stating that: the 
25 eents paid since first July last,is not to the 
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wharves and the general cleanness of this Port. 


Wishing the foregoing data will meet with your 


full views,I remain at your future command, 
ear Sir,yours very truly, 


(Signed) Rafael Perez Santa M 
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Copy. 


HAVANA, December 4, 1895. 


Ramon 0.Williams, Esq. 
United States Censul General, 


Presente 


We have received your favor of Nevember 30th, and 
in answer to your first question we would say: No,it 
should be due only after the cargo has been cleared 
through Custem House. 

To the second: Yes; and that the Government has a 
perfeet right to charge for the use of their wharves, 


the same as it is done in every pert of the United 


States,but we consider that this faet should be pub- 


lished in the United States fer the knowledge ef its 


people. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) Henry 8.Hamel and Ce. 
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Copy: 
HAVANA, lst December,1893. 
Ramon 0.Williams, Esq., 
Consul General of the United states of America, 


In answer to your valued letter dated Nov. 
30th, we beg to say as follows; 


The duty of twenty five cents for every one 


thousand cites of merchandise discharged in this port, 


established by the Royal Order,published in the 


Havane Gazette on the lst ef last July in faver of the 


Havena Harbor Worke,is collected by the custom house 
the same on merchandise discharged on the State 
wharves as on that discharged on private ones; therefore, 
the duty above mentioned must be considered as a ton- 
nage due on the discharging of cargoes and not ag a 
wharfage levied for the use of the docks. 
Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) pp.Galban Rio and Co., 


Bugenio Galban. 
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Copy. 
HAVANA, Deeember 4,1893. 
Ramon 0.Williams, Esq. 
Consul General of the United States, 
HAVANA. 
Dear Sir: 

Replying to your favor of 30th ultimo we beg 
to sey: that we eonsider the eharge of 25 eents per 
ton, whieh the eustom house is now eolleeting on all 
goods diseharged at this port,as a tonnage due pure and 
simple,and not a wharfage charge. 

It is the same _Sonnags anes whieh we paid under ~ 
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but which in the Valeabic aid of the State De- 
partment at Washington,and your efforts in our behalf,we 
were able to colleet baek from the authorities here. 

We not wiiy believe that the charge is a tonnage 
due,but also believe that it is in direet opposition 


to the spirit of the Reeiproeity Treaty,whieh says 


very elearly that Ameriean produets after Sept.lst, 


1890, shall be free of duties and unloading and all other <4 


’ 


charges whether national or provineial. 
Yours truly, 


(Signed) Lawton Brothers, 


pp.George L.Childs. 
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Translations 


U.S.Consulate General. 
HAVANA, Dec.1,1895. 
To the Secretary ef the Board of Harber Works, 
HAVANA. 
Dear Sir: 

With the view of complying with ean instruction 
directed by the Department cf State,at Washington, to 
this Consulate General,I beg of you to have the good- 
ness to answer me in writing: 

(1) To whom do the wharves and piers of this 
harbor belong? 
(2) If they are administered by the Government, 
Municipality or private parties? 
Anticipating thanks,I remain,very respectfully, 


your obedient servant, 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


SL a A ET a 


Consul General. 
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HAVANA ,December : 1893. 


Copy: : 
Censulado General de los 
Estados Unidos. 
HABANA, Dicbre.1,1895. 
Sr.Secretario de la Junta de Obras de Puerto, 


HAB ANA. 


Muy Senor mie?’ 


A fin de evacuar wn informe en cumpli- 


miente de instruccien dirigida por el Ministerio de 


A ff 
Estado,en Washington,a este Censulado General,ruego a 
V.S.se sirva tener lea bendad de decirme per escrite: 

(1) gA quien pertenecen los muelles y espigones 


del puerto de esta capital? 


(2) ¥ si son administrades por el Estade,el Mu- 


4 
nicipio oe per particulares? 


/ 
Anticipandele las gracias quedo de V.S.ato.s.S. 


Gebde SeMe 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Censul General. 
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Translation. 
BOARD of HAVANA HARBOR WORKS. 
OFFICE of the SECRETARY and COMPTROLLER. 
HAVANA, lst December, 1893. 
Ramon 0.Williams, Esq. 
HAVANA. 
Dear Sir: 

In view of your polite note of even date, 
and without official character,not having authority 
therete,I beg to answer your two questions as follows: 

Te the first: The wharves named Caballeria, 
Villalta,Aduana vieja, (old custom house) ,Carpineti, 
San Francisce,Paule and Telleria are in charge of this 
Board of Harbor Works,and the others belong to private 
parties as grantees. 

Te the second: These encharged te this Beard are 
managed and preserved under its care; ag alse the 
dredging ef the bottem of the harber; the private 


i ra. tne eR TO TP a 


wharves being managed and attended te by their res- 


© 


— i ie ei 
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peetive owners. 


I remain,dear Sir, very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) Juan Ant.Castille. 
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Copy. 
JUNTA de OBRAS del PUERTO de la HABANA. 
Secret aria-Contaduria. 
HABANA,1 Dicbre.,18935. 
Sr.D.Ramon 0.Williams, 
Habana. 
Muy Sefior mio: 

En vista de su atenta carta de hoey,y solo 
por atencion,sin sorta ter eficial, porque carezco de fa- 
cultades para ello, contesto é las dos preguntas que en 
ella se dign=: hacerme. 

Ala primera: Les muelles denominados Caballeria, 
Villalta,Aduana vieja,Carpineti,San Francisce,Pmla y 
Telleria ones a cargode esta Junta de Obras de Puerto, 


i 
y les demas son de particulares con caracter de conse- 


cionarios. 


Yala segunda: Les que estan a carge de esta 
Junta,s@ administran y atienden por ella a su oonser- 
vacion y cuidade; come atiende tambien a la limpieza 
del fondo de todo el puerto; y les demas de particulares 
s@ adMinistran y se atienden per sus auefies respecti- 


Ves. | : 


Sey de V.con la mayor consideracion ato. 


SeS-eG-D-S.M- 


(Signed) Juan Ant.Castille- 


Oreek,—Gresapoint. 
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OFFICE, 9 OLD SLIP, N.Y. 


For WHARFAGE, from. 
Days Inside, 
‘Outside, 

- Total... 


Correct. “Received Payment, 


AN ACT to further amend chapter three hundred and twenty ot 
the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, entitled “An Act 
to amend an act in relation to the rates of wharfage and to regu- 
late piers, waarves, bulkheads and slips, in the cities of New 


Y ork and Brooklyn.” 
= | Pass ep May 22, 1877. 
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Section 1. Section one of chapter three hundred and twenty of 
the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, entitled “An act to 
amend an act in relation to the rates of_yw and to regulate 

iers, wharves, bulkheads and slips. in fof New York and 
Vreven is hereby er amended as to read as follows: 

Sec. 1. It shail be lawfu L charg and receive, with nthe cities 
of New Yor . ‘OOKivn and | one island toil} ase’ SAS Sai ¥: F790 ae - 
age at thefollowing rates, namely: Fromeyv ss9e1 that uses or 
makes fast to any pier, wharf or bulkhead within said cities, or 
makes fast to any vessel lying at such ;jer, wharf or bulkhead, or 
to any other vessel lying outside of such vessel, fur every day or 
part of a day, as follows: For every vessel ot two hundred tons bur- 
den or under, two cents per ton, and tor every vessel over two hun- 
dred tons burden, two cents per ton for each of the first two hun- 
dred tovs,and one half of one cent pertontor every additional 
ton, except that canal boats navigating the canals of this state, ves- 
sels known as North River barge-, market boats, oyster boats and 
barges, sloops empio, ed upwn the tivers and waters of this state 
and schooners exclusively emyloyed upon the rivers and waters of 
this state, shall pay the same rates as such boats or barges were 
liable to pay under the provisions of the act passed April tenth, 
éghteen hundred and sixty; but no boat or vessel over fifty tons 
burden sha!l pay less than fifty cents a day or part ot a day. and 
the class of sailing vessels now knuwn as lightest shall be at one- 
half the frst above rates: but every other vessel making fast toa 
vessel iving outside of such a vessel, or at anchor within any slip 
or basin, when not receiving or discharging cargo or ballast, one. 
halt of the first above rates; and from every vessel or floating 
structure, other than those above named, or used for transportation 
of freight or passengers, pay one-halt the first apove rates ; except 
that floating gra‘ elevators shail pay one-halfthe first above rates; 


and every vessel that skxll leave a pier, wahart, 
buikhead, slip or basin, without first paying the 
whartage oz dcckage due thereon, after being de- 
manded of the owner, ccnsignesc, or person in charge 
of the vessel, shall be liabie to pay double the rates 
established by this act. 


CHAPTER 511 of the laws of 1879, passed June 10, 1879: — 
ee pee of the State of New York, represented in the Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as folluws:— 


Section 1 Every canal boat and any vessel nm ye in freight - 
t 


ing, brick on the Hudson. River. occupying a berth next to any 
pier, whar? or bulkhead ,in the cities ot Kon York or Brooklyn, and 
engaged in. delivering cargo upon said pier, wharf or bulkhead, or 
receiving cargo therefrom, shall pay wharfage at the rate of fitty 
ce'ts forevery day or part of a day while so engaged; but when 
unloaded such canal beat or vessel aforesaid shall pay wharfage at 
‘ac rate of thirty cents per day or part thereof, but no canal boat” 
or vessel ly ng in any ue between two adjacent piers shall be re- 
quired to pay full wharfage to the owner or lessees of both said | 
piers for the same day, notwithstanding such canal boat or barge 
may, during said day. have changed her location between oid 
iers, provided that they shall pay one-half rates to each owner or 
see, when they = changed their locations between said piers; 
and the word day, whenever it occurs in this act, or inthe actto — 
which this is addi shall be taken and | 
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} | All CABLE MESS ) G ES) aceived for transmission must be written on the Message Blanks provided by this £ Mn: =| or thay f, under and subject to 
printed PON, « np on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sendeg of the fo ne iz me . 


Be KEE 2, General Manager. \\ , SEN, President. 


 Ferter cnenseeentionete en ceremonial = eee... 
* 


." \, Sed 
TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TY CF ate BRITAIN. 
QONNECTS «150 wits FOUR ANCLO-AMERICAN 4» O 2ECT WS.ATLANTIC CABLES. 
DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH ¥ SRMANY AMD FRANCE. 
‘CABLE CONNECTION wt CUBA, WEST INDIES, wate AND CENTRAL "0 SOUTH AMERICA. 
" MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM,JALL PAR®S OF THE WORLD. 


OFEICEHS IN AMERICAS: 
All Offices (20,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Copfiany and its Connections. 


OFFICES IN GREAT BAITAIN : 
NDON: LIVERPOOL: A5 Exchange Bulldings. “6 Pur 


No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. C. CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon Street. 
No. 109 Fenchurch Street, E. C. BRISTOL: Backhali Chambers. 
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oe ee 8, 189 By 
Assistant Secretary of State, Received J $50 P. 


Washington, D.C, 


o> ________Please cable Legation asking teleyraphic in- 
__—structions_be sent Hidalgos sugar for fines imposed under  i-— 


______Quben-Customs_regulations Wards steamer- forelerical error —in— 
° manifest and order remittance process to the Minister for-the— 


~——~Golonies for resolution. Governor General having informed me — 


—efficially his attributes over customs affairs have ceased by 


late order reestablishing intendancy. 
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Williams, 


Consul General. 
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\_ TELEGRAM. 


HAVANA, Recember 7,1895-6 


Honorable Secretary of State, 
f Washington,D.C. 

Have seen judges of first instance encharged with 
eases Howard and Oglesby under order of the Governor 
General inhibiting the military jurisdiction from their 
cognizance. 

Proeeedings in Heoward’s delayed notwithstanding 
Geverner general's order and deeision of judge by 
eontention ef preseeuting atterney who erroneously 
denies existence of Cushing-Collantes agreement, twelfth 
January eighteen hundred seventy seven,cited in my 
defense of Howard. 

Proeeedings will now go in a few days to Audiencia. 

Alse have seen Howard and Oglesby and am doing all 
in my power for alleviation of their condition. 

Charge against Oglesby assault on military police. 


(Signed) Williams, 


Consul General. 
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TRANSLATION by CONSUL GENERAL WILLIAMS. 
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Frem LA LUCHA of Havana,Deeember 12,1893. 
ph bits dice ac es a a ee 
PAYMENTS. 

We understand the Intendant General of Finanes 
takes the greatest interest in search of a formula 
permitting the raising ef funds se as te afford a 
payment te the government efficials befere Christmas 
Eve. 

The Intendant,Mr.Moral,and the Pay master general 
held a long conference yesterday. 
It is very prebable that the payment of the salaries 


due for the month of October,will eommence on the 


lst instante 
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LA LUowai | 


Director: ANTONIO SAN MIGUML 
Habana 12 de Diciembre de 1898 


- Sabemos gue el Sr. Intendente 
General de Hacienda se toma el 
mayor interés en buscar una for- 
mula que permita arbitrar recur- 
sos para dar una paga 4 tos em- 
plecdos antes de Noche Buena. 

Ayer estuvieron largo rato con 
ferenciando con este motivo el 
Sr. Moral y el Ordenador General 
de Pagos. 

Es muy probable que para el 
dia 21 se abran los pagos del mes 
de Octubre. 

P 


“De hoy 4 mafiana debe tele 
grefiar el Sr. Iatendente Geueral 
de Hacienda al Ministro de Ulitra- 
‘mar, con el objeto de que se sir- 
va autorizarle para hacer un giro 
contra las Cajas del Ministerio, 4 
fia de svtisfacer los pagos del mes 
de Octubre, toda vez que las in- 
gresos de este mes no alcanzan 
para eubrir este servicio. 
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TRANSLATION by CONSUL GENERAL WILLIAMS. 


Frem LA UNION CONSTITUCIONAL ef Havana, Dec.13,1893. 
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We understand the Intendant will telegraph either 
e-day or te-merrow te the Minister ef the Celenies 
asking fer autherity te draw against the eash ef that 
Ministry,se as te satisfy the payments ef Octeber, 


since the revenues eelicetecd this menth are net suffi- 


eient te eever the expenses. 
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<LaUnién Constitucional» | 


Habana.—Diciembre 18 de 1898. 
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* Tenemos entendido que de hoy 4 
mafiana, telegrafiar4 ei sefior loten- 
} dente al sefior miaistro de Ultramar 
con objeto de que se sirva autorizarlo 
para hacer un giro contra Ja caja del 
Ministerio, 4 fia de satisfacer los pa- 
gos del mes de octubre, toda vez que} 
los ingveaos de este mes no alcanzaraén 
para cubrir los gastos. 
¥og att 


wre - - ey ,. . 
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TRANSLATION by CONSUL GENERAL WILLIAMS. 
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Prem EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA ef Havana, Dec.15,1893, 


— ea oe oo eo oe oe oe Oo ee ee ee ee ee ee 


The Governor General received a .télegram yesterday 
from the Minister ef the Colonies authorizing the 
Intendant General te draw bills ot exehange for one 
million ef dollars. This sum will be applied te the 
payment of all materials pending te the menth of last 
September,all salaries ef government officials te 


October inclusive,as 2zlse some amounts remaining over 


frem the previous fiseal years 


The bankers have been requested te send in bids 


for the said sum; the payments commencing prebably en 


next Monday. 
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; = 15 DE DICIEMBRE DE 189% 


iN MILLON DE PESOS. 


- Ayer por la tarde se recibié en el Go- 
bierno General un telegrama del sefior: 
Ministro de Ultramar, por el que se 
autoriza al Sr. Intendente de Hacienda 
| para girar por un millén de pesos. Di- 

cha cantidad se destinaré 4 pagar to- 
das las atenciones de material pendien- 
tes hasta @l mes de septiembre filtimo, 
todo lo que por concepto de personal: 
|} se adeude hasta octubre inclusive, co- 
inp igualmente lo que haya pendiente 
ercicio pasado en ampliacién., 

Hoy han sido citados los banqueros pe 
| para hacer proposiciones al giro de la 
citada suma; abriéndose los pagos, el 

lanes probablemente. 
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GOVERNMENT GENERAL of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
OFFICE of the SECRETARY GENERAL. 


HAVANA, 30 November,1893. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 
Sir? 

This Government gencral received in due course 
your communication of the 13th of last month,complain- 
ing against the interpretation given by the customs 
officials to the existing reciprocity agreement between 
the United sinks and Spain,on refusing to admit-iron 
wire nails of american manufacture and production free 
of duties under paragraph 13 schedule A of the said 
agreement. 

On the conclusion of the reasons you have been 
pleased to state as to how paragraphs 13 of schedule 


A and 51 of schedule C should be understéod in res- 


pect to the two lots of nails consigned to Messrs- 


Henry B.Hamel and Co.,and appraised by the officials 


under paragraph 5l,contrary to your opinion that they 
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should be admitted free of duties under the 135th, 

you terminate by soliciting this beverisint Generel 
to. order their free admission; or if it should other- 
wise decide,that it have the goodness to communicate 
to that Consulate its reasons for their transmission 
to your Government. 

As since the reestablishment of the General 
Intendancy of Finance by Royal Decree of the 25th of 
August last,the Intendant General was become the su- 
perior authority in the economic affairs of the Island, 
ana the immediate direction of the public Treasury 
coming under his control,and the application of all 
laws,regulations and orders concerning that branch of 
the Government devolving on him,and his decisions 
being only appealable before the Court of Claims (via 
eontencioso administrativa) or to the Ministry of the 
Colonies; and it not being ,therefore,within the 
attributes of this Government General to decide upon 

accordingly 
the question that you have presented; it referred 
your communication on the same day of its receipt 
to the consideration of the Intendancy. 

For like reasons your communication of the 30th 
ultimo addressed to the Government General, asking 


that the attachment, imposed on the properties of Messrs. 


Henry B.Hamel and Co.,for collection of the duties on 


the nails be raised while the case was undergoing 
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examination, was also referred on the same day of its 


| 


receipt to the consideration of that same branch of the 
Government. 

Also, your note of the 7th instant protesting 
against the procedure of the customs officials which 
you qualify as arbitrary,and wherein you again solicit 
the raising of the attachment with suspension of 
further proceedings till the main question at issue 
is settled,was likewise sent inmediately on its receipt 
to the Intendancy for report; and lastly,on the 28th 
instant, your communication of the day before,insisting 
with the GovernmentGeneral on the suspension of: the 
sale at public auction of the property wader attach- 
ment of Messrs.Henry B.Hamel and Co.,with stoppage 
of all other proceeedings and asking for a reply to 
your previous protest,with extension to other terms, 
and pretending (sic) that the collection of customs 
duties from american citizens be made according to the 
procedure stipulated in article 7 of the Treaty of 
the 27th of @@fober of 1795. 

The Intendancy General replies in three offi- 
cial notes dated the 28th instant to the divers points 
treated by you,of which notes this Government general 
has decided to remit you copies and they are accon- 


panied herewith, and at the same time to eall your 


enlightened attention to the convenienee for the 


greater order in the despatch of these and analogous 


claims,of addressing them directly to the only Centre 


competent to consider and decide them. 
The above being communicated to you in compliance 
with order of H.E.the Governor General and in reply 


to your said communications. 
God guard you many years. 


(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 


wy, 
eee & 


17 ARe 


. 


Oh inlet a ee ee eee 
we te eh, Vie Pe rt 


Enclosure No. 4 co 


With Despatch No. tol 


HAVANA. December 7 1893. 


GOBIERNO GENERAL de la ISLA de CUBA. 
SECRETARIA GENERAL. 
Sr.Consul Gral.de los Estados Unidose- 

Oportunamente recibio. este Gobierno Gral.la comu- 
nicacion de V.S.fecha 13 del mes ppdo.,contra la inter- 
pretacion que los empleados de esta aduana aan al vi- 
gente convenio de reciprocidad entre los Estados 
Unidos y Espafia,al no admitir los clavos de hierro de 
alambre de manufactura y procedencia americana como 
libres de derechos,conforme “4 lo dispuesto en el 


f 
parrafo 13 dela tabla A del convenio mencionado. 


Despues de las consideraciones que tiene a bien 


esponer acerca de como deben entenderse el expresado 
parrafo 13 y el 51 de la tabla © y de que dos parti- 

das de clavos consignadas a los Sres.Henry B.Hamel y 
Ca.ey aforados por la dependencia aludida por dicho 
ice o1 deben estimarse comprendidas en el 13,ter- 
mine V.S.solicitando que este Gobierno Gral.ordene 

gue los clavos de referencia sean admitidos libres de 
derechos o ame sé comuniquen a ese Consulado las razones 
que existan en cnkrasta. sacs ponerlas V.S.en eonoci« 
miento de su Gobiernoe 


 Gomo desde el resteblecimiento de la Intendencia 


F ae 
General de Hacignda,a virtud de Real Decreto de 25 de 


2 


oy 


Agosto ultimo,el Intendente es la autoridad superior de 


la Isla en el orden economico, compitiendole en tal 
concepto la direccion inmediata y la gestion de la Ha- 
cienda publica y,por consiguiente,lasaplicacion de 
todas las leyes,reglamentos y disposiciones del ramo,me- 
diante resoluciones,de que solo cabe recurrir ‘ en 
la via contencioso administrativa Oo ante el Ministerio 
de Ultramar; no estando,por tanto,en las facultades 
de este Gobierno Gral.resolver en el fondo la cuestion 
planteada por V.S.ante el mismo,dispuso,con la misma 
fecha de su presentacion, que la citada comunicacion 

, 


de V.S.pasase a la Intendencia para lo que corres- 


pondae 


4 


Por iguales razones se remitio tambien al -expre- 
sado Centro la otra comunicacion de V.8.,de 30 del 
mismo mes,en que pedia al Gobierno General que,mientras 
se resolvia sobre el punto antes mencionado, ordenase 
el levantamiento del embargo trabado por las oficinas 
de aduan&és en bienes de los Sres.Henry B.Hamel y Ca. 
para hacer efectivos los derechos que,segun estas, 


) v4 
corresponden a la Hacienda por la importacion de la 


aludida mercancia. 

Al manifestar V.S.,en escrito de 7 del actual, 
que protesta del procedimiento, que califica de arbi- 
trario,de las autoridades aduaneras y suplicar de 
nuevo que se suspenda todo procedimiento hasta que se 


resuelva el punto en cuestion,se envio igualmente el 


| ae 3. 
mismo dia el referido escrito rer Intendencia General 


/ 


de Hacienda, previniendole que informase; BR, por ULT Ime, 
el 28 del presente mes fue remitida al centro tantas 
veces mencionado,con providencia de que informase con 
urgencia,la comunicacion de 27 del mismo,en que insiste 
ante el Gobierno general en la prétension de que se 
suspenda el remate de los bienes embargados a los 
Sres.Henry B.Hamel y Ca y todo otro proeedimiente y se 
informe 4 ese Consulado,y en la protesta anteriormente 
formulada, ampliandola . otros extremos,y pretendiendose 
gue la cobranza de los derechos de Aduanas a subditos 
americanos ha de ajustarse al procedimiento estatuido 
en el articulo 7 del Pratdo de 27 de Octubre de 1795. 
La Intendencia General de Hacienda contesta en 
tres oficios fechados el indicado dia 28 del actual a 
los diversos puntos tratados en las referidas comuni- 


/ 
caciones de V.S.; y este Gobierno General acordo re- 


mitir ‘ V.S.las adjuntas copias de aquellos y que < 
la vez se llame su ilustrada atencion acerea de lo 
conveniente que seria para la mas ordenada marcha de 
estas y otres sniieaes reclamaciones, gue fuesen for- 
muladas directamente ante el wnice centro gue tiene 
competencia para atender en ellas y resolverlas mien- 
tras se trate,como ahora,de interpretar y aplicar 


las disposiciones vigentes en la materia. 


Lo que de orden del Excmo.Sr.Gobernador General, 
tengo la honra de comunicar a V.S.en contestacion a’ 


sus escritos de referencia. 
f 


Dios guarde a V.S.muchos afios. 


HABANA, 30 Noviembre de 1893. 


(Signed) 
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Translated by Consul General Williams. 
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INTENDANCY GENERAL of FINANCE of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
Excellency: complying with the order that Y.E.has been 
pleased to issue on the representation placed in your 
hands yesterday by the consul general of the United 
States,I have now the pleasure to inform you that the 
proceedings consequent upon the imposition of duties 
on the nails shipped by Messrs.A.R.Whitney and Co.,of 
New York,to the consignment of Messrs.Henry B.Hamel 
and Co.,will terminate to-day,and that the decision 
will be transmitted to you to-morrow. 

Regarding the petition addressed to Y.E.in the ) 
same representation asking the suspension of the sale 
of the house upon which an attachment has been placed, 

I have to reply that I consider it legally impossible, 
because it is the legitimate and ineludible result of 
an administrative process as will be seen from the 
coming decision. (1) 

The substantiel part of the memorial being answered, 
Y.E.will permit me to point out its juridico-adminis- 


trative errors and to reject nobly the imputations it 


contains against certain public functionaries. 
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The consul commences by sedtaink the administration 
of disregard towards the observations of his govern- 
ment for not having replied to his communication of the 
13th of last October,and he has done it doubtlessly 
because,notwithstanding his skillfulness,he ignores 
that according to our laws of administrative procedure, 
from the moment that any party,however humble or power- 
ful,presents a reclamation nothing officially is com- 
municated to him till sentence is declared,the party 
solely (2) having the right to repair to the Registry 
of the corresponding office for information as to the 
state of his affair,and if he thinks it suffers undue 
delay to complain to the competent authority. (3) 

The consul incurs likewise in mistake in roundly 
affirming that this affair ot#ht to be submitted to 
the diplomatic agency; matters pertaining to customs 
and tariffs (4), notwiths tanding that commercial 
treaties now exist and have always existed,are adjusted 
in each country (5) to the substantive and adjective 
laws (6) of administration and follow their regular 


course of procedure as the case may be,either before 


the Colonial Ministry or before the Court of Claims; 


only by exception,under which this case does not come; 


but even in this one,after the termination of adminis- 


trative proceedings, recourse can be had to diplomatic 


agency. (7) 


It is also manifest that neither the customs 


Regulations of this Island nor the officials whose duty 


it is to applyithem subrogate the treaty with the 
United States,since the first are only the means of 
applying the laws and provisions of the tariff and the 
second do nothing but put them into practice, without 
this meaning that they may not be subject to error, 
though fortunately in this case,they have not committed 
any; and in conclusion,I cannot pass over in silence 
the most grave of the judicial errors containsd in the 
representation subject of this report to Y.E.,in relation 
to the application of the treaty of the 27th October, 
1795,to the payment of import duties,(8) for as seen 
from the part copied it refers only and exclusively 
to the cases of seizure (9) detention or arrest of 
citizens and subjects of the contracting countries for 
debts contracted or offences committed; that is,for 
acts that then as now were included in the common law 
and were and are now judged by the ordinary courts, and 
no intellectual effert is needed to comprehend that 
the fine (10) imposed and not paid by Messrs.Henry B. 
Hamel and Co.,does not constitute an ordinary debt 
such as those embraced in said treaty (11) but that 
it is a penalty of a purely administrative character, 
which only begins and ends in the offices of the 
Administration. (12) 

The above being all for the moment and to not 


delay the answer that I can manifest to Y.E. God guard 


Your Excellency many years. HAVANA, 28 November,1893. 


(Signed) ANTONIO del MORAL. 


To H.E.the Governor General. 


The above is a copy. 


(Signed) ESTANISLAO de ANTONIO. 


POOL ey 
* s 


Enclosure No. hon 


20 6 ¢. 


HAVANA, December Lf 


With Despatch No. 


Copy. 


INTENDENCIA GENERAL de HACIENDA de la ISLA G@ 
CUBA .---------+-~- Exemo.Sefior:- Cumplimmdo el de- 
creto que V.E.se ha servido dictar en la instancia que 


/ 
le ha presentado ayer a la mano el Sr.Consul general 


4s 
de los Estados Unidos de America,me complazco en mani- 


F 
festarle que el expediente a que ha dado lugar la impo- 


f 
sicion de derechos a unos clavos embarcados por los 


/ 
Sres.A.R.Whitney y Ca de New York a la consignacion 


de los Sres.Henry B.Hamel y Ca, quedara hoy mismo ter- 
minado y en el dia de mafiana se les comunicare la re- 
iin que recaiga. - Cuanto . la peticion que en la 
misma instancia se dirige a VeE.sobre que suspenda el 
remate de la casa embargada con motivo de este asunto, 
debo manifestarle que la considero legalmente imposible 
porgue es el resultado Legitimo ineludible y fatal del 
procedimiento administrativo,como se manifest ara en la 
anunciada resolucion del expediente . Contestada la 


. 
A 
parte mas sustancial de la instancia, V.E.me permitira, 
° 
Excmo.Sefior, que pase a poner de manifiesto los errores 


juridico-administrativos que contiene,y rechazar no- 


blemente las imputaciones ofensivas contra ciertos 


funcionarios publicos. El Sr.Censul comienza por acu- 


sar a la Admon.de desatenta a las observaciones de su 


“~ 
Took. 


4 


Gobierno por no haberle dado contestacion a su comon. 


de 13 del pasado Octubre,y lo ha hecho sin duda Serene 
apesar de su pericia ignora que segun nuestras leyes 
de procedimiento administrativo,desde que un intere- 
sade humilde ° poderose,presenta una reclamacion cual- 
quiera no se le comunica nada oficialmente hasta que 
recaiga resolucion,pudiendo solo la parte acudir cuantas 
veces quiera al Registro de la oficina correspondiente, 
para enterarse del estade de su asunto,y si opina que 
se demora con exceso la tramitacion, puede ocurrir en 
queja a la autoridad competente. Tambien padece 
error el Sr.Censul al afirmar rotundamente que este 
asunte pueda y deba ser tratado en la via dip lomaticea; 
la materia de aduana y de aranceles por mas que existen 
come han existido siempre tratados de comercio,se ajus- 
tan @6n cada pais a las leyes sustantivas y adjetivas 
de la Admon.y tienen su bienine segun el . en el 
Ministerio de Ultramar 2 en el Tribunal Contencioso- 
Administrativo; solo por excepéion,en cuyo caso no este 
el asunto que nos ocupa; pero aun en este mismo, tem- 
bien Gespuse de terminada la via administrativa, puede. 
acudirse ala itsies Manifiesto error es 
asimismo que las Ordenanzas de Aduanas de esta Isla 
ni por consiquiente los empleados llamados a aplicarla 
subroguen el tratado con los Estados Unidos, puesto 
que la primera no son otra cosa que la manera de apli- 
car las leyes y diupestaianbs exekeotestes y les segun- 
3 dos no hacen otra cosa que ponerlos en practica, sin 


| 7 
que esto quiera decir que no esten sujetos al error, 


vo ora wend. 
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Se 


| | 4 | : 
aungue por fortuna puedo asegurar a V.E.que en este 


easo no lo han cometido; y para congluir no puedo dejar 
de pagar en silencio el mas grave de todos los errores 
juridicos-contenidos en la instancia que informo . 
V.E.relativo 5 ik aplicacion al pago de unos derechos 
arancelarios del tratado de 27 de Octubre de 1795,pues 
como se ve en la parte del mismo copiada,se refiere 


rf f 
unica y esclusivamente a los casos de aprehension, 


/ f 
detencion o arresto de ciudadanos y subditos de los 


paises contratantes por deudas contraidas e sfeme 
cometidas; es Gecir,por hechos que entonces como anora 
cabian en la esfera del derecho comun y eran y son 
juzgados per los Tribunales ordinarios,y no se nece- 
sita ningun esfuerzo intelectual para comprender que 
multa impuestea y no satisfeeha por los Sres.Henry B. 
Hamel y Ga. ne constitvye una deuda comun de las com- 
prendidas en dicho tratado,sino que es una penalidad de 
caracter puramente. administrativo,y que solo en las ofi- 
cinas del Bstado puede tener principio y fin. Es 
cuanto por este momento y pera no detener ls contes- 

/ s 


tacion puedo manifestar a V.E. Dios guarde a V.£. 


muchos anos. HABANA 28 de Noviembre de 1893. Exemo.S$r.- 


ANTONIO del MORAL. 


Es copia. (Signed) ESTANISLAO de ANTONIO. 


Enclosure No. S 


With Despatch No. 


HAVANA, December 


Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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INTENDANCY GENERAL of FINANCE of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
Excellency: In answer to the order of Y.E.remitting the 
representation in which the consul general of the United 
States of America,selicits the suspension of the atteh- 
ment and ether proeeedings, which against Messrs.Henry 
B.Hamel and Co. are being carried on for the collection 
of import duties claimed by the tustom house of this 
pert on sundry lots of iron wire nails received by 
that firm from the United States,and in which the 
consul also asks to be informed of the reasons the 
custom house has to not admit them free in accprdance 
with his judgement,under the reciprocity agreement, 

I have now the honor to report to Y.£.that the nails 
in question are those known by the name of Paris 
nails, and that they were,as indicated by the reper- 
tories,limited to paragraph 51 of schedule C,for which 
reason they are not free as believed by the importers 
and the consul,and enjoy only the benefit of the 50 
per cent reduction in the duties. I have also to 


report that the proceedings to which Messrs.Henry B. 


Hamel and Co.,have been subjected are perfectly adjusted 


ye 


se the law, having taken rise out of its inobservance 


by that firm through their absolute refusal and resist- 


ance to deposit the amount of the duties while their 
comp laint against the customs officials,a fact they 

do not mention,was being examined and decided upon 

by H.E.the minister of the Colonies - the only authority 
to which it pertains; inasmuch as the protest they 
presented to the Government General was decided by the 
same on the 22nd of last April,with approval of the 
finding of the custom heuse.e. . Articles 80,81 and 82 

of the customs regulations prescribe that when the 
parties interested do not agree with the appraisement, 
they must protest in the act of despatching the goods, 
with deposit of samples,when duties net subject of con- 
troversy,are liquidated at once,and these in controversy 
left in deposit,unless the importers prefer to leave the 
merchandise in pledge. Neither of these requisites 
have been fulfilled by Messrs.Henry B.Hamel and Co., 

who notwithstanding the urgent and courteous invita- 
tions addressed them by the custom house,have peotetes 
and refused absolutely to comply with the requirements 
of the law,in wiew of which the custom house has found 
itself under the painful necessity of appealing to the 
coercive means,which they so much lament through their 
Consulate. The above is all that I have the henor to 
report in compliance with the aforementioned commni- 
cation of Y.E. God guard Y.E.many years. HAVANA, 28 


November, 1893.- Antonio del Moral. 
Te H.E.the Governor General. = 


The above is copy. 
(Signed) Estanislae de Antonio 
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Enclesure No. 3 | 
With Despatch No. LOC F 


HAVANA, December Vey 1893 


INTENDENCIA GENERAL de HACIENDA de la ISLA de CUBA. 
Exemo.Sefior:- Como contestacion a la orden de V.E.re- 
mitiende la instancia que dirige a S.£.el Sr.Consul 
Gralede los Estados Unidos de Americ¢a en solicitud de 
que se suspendan los embarges y demas procediemientos 
gue contra los Sres.Henry B.Hamel y Ca se siguen en 
cobro de derechos que la aduana de este puerte le reclama 
correspondientes<a varias partidas de eclavos de alambre 
de procedencia americana import ades ‘ la consignaeion 
de diches Sres.y para que se inferme acerea de las ra~ 
zenes que dicha Aduana ha tenide para ne admitir 
aguella mereancia libre de dereches segun a juieic del 
eitade Sr.Censul lo determina el ecenvenie de reciprocidad 
eon les Estades Unides,tenze el hener de manifestar *% 
V.E.que les claves impertades per la referida Seeiedad 
y “s que ge eontraen lias cemunieaciones del Sr.Consul, 
son de les conocides con el nombre de *Puntas de Paris’, 
y que estos s@gun le indican les repertorios estan | 


taxativamente comprendidos en el apartadeo 51 de la 


table C,por cuya eausa no son libres de dereehes como 


creen los interesades y el Sr.Censul,zozando solamente 


del beneficio del 50 por ciente. Per le que respecto 
/ / is 
2 les procediemientos a que se ha sometido los Sres. 


Henry B.Hamel y Ca. se ajustan perfectamente ala ley, | 
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“ie 


( 
pueste que al apartarse de esta han dado lugar a elle 


| f / 
les interesades resistiendose y negandose en absoluto 


a aepositar el importe de los derechos fiscales que 

e sus mercancias corresponde mientras se resolviera 

la apelacion que hubieren entablado contra lo re- 
suelto por esta aduana,particular que tampoco han hecho 
constar,siendo asi que la apelcacion solo correspondia 
para ante el Exemo.Sr.Ministro de Ultramar por cuanto 


/ 


que la protesta que elevaron 2 ese Gobierno General 


4 


fue resuelta por el mismo en 22 de Abril ultimo en el 


f 
sentide acordado por la Admon. Los articulos 80,81 


y 82 de las Ordenanzas,preceptuan que euando los 


4 
interesados no esten conformes con los aforos,protes- 
| / 


taran en el acto del despaehe dejando muestras, liquidan- 


dase en firme los dereehos y que no sean objeto de con- 


ral 


Z 
treversia y a deposite los controvertides,a no ser que 


les interesades prefieran dejar en garantia las mer- 
canclias despachadas. Ningune de estos requisitos han 
cumplido los Sres.yenry B.Hamel y Ca, quienes apesar de 
las invitaeiones corteses y de las excitaciones que 

por la aduana se les han dirigido se han resistide y 
negado en absoluto . cumplir con lo que para estos casos 
determina la Ley, en vista de lo cual la Admon.se ha viste 
en el sensible ecaso,pero forzoso obligado de apelar my 
los medios cohersitivos de que tante se lamentan por 
medie de su Consulado. Es cuanto tengo el honer de 
informar a V.B.en cumplimiento de su ya citada comu-. 
nicacion. Dies guarde a V.E.muchos ea - HABANA, 

28 de Noviembre de 1893. Excmo.Sefior.- Antonio del 


Moral. Rubricado.- Exemo.Sr.Gobernador General de 


. 


Bs copia. 


Signe Estanislao de Antonio. 


Enclosure No. SY. 


With Despatch No. 


Translation by Censul General Williams. 

Coens in Cavemen ee 

INTENDANCY GENERAL ef FINANCE of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
To H.EB.the Geverner general: 

In reply to the official note addressed 
to Y.E.by the consul general of the United States 
against the interpretation given by the custom house 
of this port to the reciprocity agreement,on net declaring 
the iron wire nails free of duties,I have the honer te 
report that the said reelamation is without any legal 
foundation since it refers exelusively to the nails 
comprised under paragraph 13 schedule A of the said 
Treaty,on the pretext that that paragraph includes 
wrought iron ané@ steel in wire,nails ete.; and that 
paragraph 51 sehedule C,applied by the custom house 
in the appraisement of the nails imported by Messrs. 
Henry B.Hamel and Co.,comprises iron wrought in fine 
manufactures without the econsul taking into aeeount 
that these imperted by the appelants,are known, whether 
menufaetured in the United States er in any other 
country,under the name of Paris nails; and these,as 


well in the first Repertery annexed to the present Cuban 


| Que 
tariff = as also in the definitive published expressly 


for the expliamation ef the doubts arising out ef the 


former,are exclusively Limited to paragraph 51 sehedule 


BS Pi Les i 


oe 


C,and there is no reason whatever because of this 


reelamation to transpose these nails to any other 


t 
} 
{ 


sehedule than the one under which the custom house has 
appraised them,adding hereto that this appraisement 
was confirmed by the Government General on the } reoposi- 
tion of the central Section of Finance the 22nd of 
last April. 

God guard Y.E.many years. 

HAVANA, 28 November,1893. 


(Signed) Antonio del Moral. 


Addressed to the Governor General. 
The above is copy. 


Signed) Estanislao de Antonie. 
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Enclosure ne. 4. 
With Despatch No. ROCF 


HAVANA, Deeember LY, 1893. 
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Copy. 


INTENDENCIA GENERAL de HACIENDA de la ISLA de CUBA. 


4 
Exeme.Sefier:- Cemo contestacion a la carta eficial que 


ff 


el Sr.Censul de les Estades Unides dirigie a VE. 

eontra la interpretacion dada por la aduana de este 
puerte al Tratade de Reciprecidad celebrado con los 
Estados Unidos,al no aforar los clavos de alambre de 
hierre como libres de derechos,tengo el honor de mani- 
festarle gue la citada reclamacion sarees de funda- 
mento legal puesto que se contrae exelusivamesite 2 lés 
clavos comprendides en el apartade 13 de dicho Tratado, 
tabla A.a preteste de gue en dicho apartado figura el 
hierre forjade en acero y alambre,clavos etce;y a’ que 


/ 7 
@l parrafo 51 de la tabla C que per la aduana se aplice 


s . 
a les claves importados por los Sres.Henry B.Hamel y Ca 


comprende el hierre forjade en manufaeturas finas sin 


tener en cuenta el Sr.Consul que los impertades por 


los recurrentes,son conocidos,ya sean fabrieades en 

les Estados Unides e en otra nacion cualquiera bajo el 
nombre de "Puntas de Paris"; y estas tante en el Re- 
perterio primitive unddo al arancel vigente como ch 

el definitive publicade expresamente para aclarar las 
Gudas que el primero pudiera ofrecer, estan taxativamente 
consignades en el referide apartade 51 de la tabla 0c 

y ne hey razon alguna despues de esta reelamacion 


* 4 / 
para ilevar los elavos de que se trata a otra tabla 


Qe 


que la aplicada per la aduana,debiende ademas manifestar 


/ 4 
a V.E. que el afore de referencia fue confirmado per 


/ 
ese Gobierno General a propuesta de la Seccion Central . 


4 


de Hacienda en 22 de Abril ultimo. Dies guarde a V.E. 


muches afies. Habana,28 de Noviembre de 1893. Exemo. 

a‘ 
Sor:- Antonio del Meral.- Rubricade- Exemo.Sr.Goberandor 
General de esta Isla. 


Es copia. 


(Signed) ESTANISLAO de ANTONIO. 


Enelesure 
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With Despateh No. 


HA V AN A, December és 


HAVANA, 16 December,1595. 
Te the Gensul General ef the United States , 
Present. 
Sir: 
We have seen published that the Minister of Ultra- 
mar erders the documents referring to the eommon wire 
nail litigation sent te Spain and as we have seen alse 
that the eustem heuse officials do net mind stating 
wrong faets as they have dene lately in this same 
ease,in order that the decuments referred te should ge 
te Spain with the full truth of what has taken plaee 
here,we beg te inform you that on the 13th we presented 
te the Intendente a deeument: that translated enka! 
"By the publieation in the newspapers 
"La Iacha*and“*La Diseusion" the lst inst.,of 2 
"netice,that the Intendencia had been lala meie 
"that this firm had net protested upen the aet of 
“the appraisers (vista) stating that the commen wire 
ms 
“nails were “"Puntas de Paris" when elearing same, 
"also that the Junta Arbitral had deeided against 
"this firm. Te the first,we think we should state 
"that the infermation is erreneeus,if the news- 


af 


"papers were well informed by the Intendenmgpisa,as 
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Ze 


"we protested in due time and the preef is in the 


"“deelarations made at the eustem heuse where you 
| 


*ean gee them signed by the appraisers; as te the 
"“seeend peint we must inferm,that it is alse an 
“orrenceus information you reeeived,as legally the 
"Junta could net take a deeision ag the Collector 
“of Customs at the time could net produce the 
"samples as it is said in the custom house regula- 
"tions, art.80,par.3,this says that the appraiser 
"must not allew the merehant totake his geods from 
"the wharf unless said merehant leaves duplicate 
"samples,se in case you should beinformed 
"that this firm did net comply with this re- 
"guisite leaving samples,we mus inferm yeu that 
"the samples were left at the time or else the 
"appraiser would net have permitted te take eur 
"goods away as we did. In consequence,we beg you 
"to have this stated in the decuments that are te 
"be ferwarded te Sp2in,thus showing that this firm 
"head complied with the eustem house regulations 
"and that the mistake made by ethers, Bheuld not be 
"threwn against this firm. This is an aet ef 
"Justice that we demand from ieaiat 
The abeve,Sir,shews in what manner the custom 
heuse officials pretend te change faets so 23 te defend 
Lhemselves ef the errers made by them and as = have 


our fears that the statement may net be ineluded in the 


Se 


decuments,we beg from you to have this forwarded to 


eur Henerable Secretary of State,se that it may be sent 


} 


\ 


te Spain te our Legation, and when this matter comes te 


@ diseussion our Ministé¢r may state the truth in this 
metier ef what has taken plaee. 
Yours very respeetfully, 


Signed) Henry B.Hamel and Ce. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 


INTENDANCY GENERAL of FINANCE of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
HAVANA, 16 December, 1°93. 
To the Consul General of the United States, 


Present. 


Under date of the 12th instant the custom house 
of this port has been instructed as follows: 
"In the proceedings eommenced by Messrs. 
"Castro Fernandez and Co.,soliciting the condona- 
"tion of the fine of $140 for error in the weight 


“of two cases imported from New York by the ameri- 


"ean steamship “Niagara® and entered under deelara- 


"tion number 10,311,H.E.the Intendant General econ- 
"sidering that the said penalty is imposed in 
"strict aeccordanee with seetion 4 of article 15l 
"of the customs regulations has been pleased to ap- 
“prove it; but taking into eonsideration the 
*reagone of equity invoked by the Consul 

"General of the United Stetes in relation to 


"this affair he has deeided at the same time 
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"to submit its antecedents to the Ministry of 


"the Colonies for in case it should be pleased 
"to accede to its condonation,the above being 


"transmitted to you by order of H.£E.* 


Anca by orde® of H.E.the Intendant General,I have 
the honor to communicate the above to gou in reply to 
your attentive official Letter addressed on the 13th 
of January last to H.E.the Governor General,whieh ae- 
eompanied by other anteeedents will be sent by the 
next mail steamer to the Colonial Ministry for the 
deeision it may consider most just. 

God guard you many years. 


(Signed) VY.Torres. 
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HAVANA, December Lv, 1993. 
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Copye 
INTENDENCIA GENERAL de HACIENDA de la ISLA de CUBA. 


Con fecha 12 del aetual se dice ‘er aduana de 
este puerto lo que sigue: 
"Fn el expediente promovido por los gres. 

"Castro Fernandez y Ca pidiendo condonaeion de 
“una multa de 140 pesos por el error en el peso 
"de dos eajas carton importadas de New York por el 
"vapor americano "Niagara® y deelaradas en la 
"hoja “unere 1Q311,e1 Exemo.Sr.Intendente Gral. 
"considerando que la expresada penalidad ha sido 
"impuesta con arreglo cto terminantemente pre- 

. "eeptuado en el ineiso 4 artieulo 151 de las Or- 
"denanzas,se ha servido disponer que se eonfirme 
"la citada multa,si bien teniendo en considera- 
"eion las razones de ejuidad invocadas por el 
"Sr.Consul de los Estados Unidos,sobre este agunto 
"ha resuelto al propio tiempo que se eleve al’Mi- 


"nisterio estos anteeedentes por si se tiene por 


- 
/ 


“eonveniente aeeeder = la graeia que se pretende*®. 
r A 
"Lo que de orden de S.E.manifiesto a V.S.para su 


"“eOnoeimiento y demas efeetos®. 


e™ 


fs ve ery eae Ps nA r; . — . ; - _— ‘ ‘ ie 


Pa r ».4 bees oe te ag Vo 7 pC aae hs, ie F . . * 


Ze 


‘ 


a 
Lo que de orden del Exemo.Sr.Intendente Gral.tengo 


2y / / 
el honor de eomunicar a V.S. en @eontestaeion asu / 


/ 
atenta carta oficial que eon feeha 13 de Enero ultimo 


— 


se sirvio dirigir al Exemo.Sr.Gobernador Gral.sobre este 


asunto la eual aeompanhada de los demas anteeedentes se 
( 
enviara por el proximo correo al Ministerio de Ultramar 


a le resolueion que considere mas justa. 


/ 
Dios guarde a V.S.muchos afios. 


a 


HABANA,16 de Diebre.de 1893. 


(Signed) V.Torres. 


Sr.Consul General de los Estados Unidos en esta eapital. 
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Enclosure No. yf 
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HAVANA, December 20? 1595. 


Extract. 
We, 918, U.S.Consulate General. 
HAVANA, January 30th,1889, 
Honorable George L.Rives, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. D. C. 


x x x x 
In view of the fines imposed from time to time upon 
American vessels for trivial and pardonable elerical mis- 
takes. in the manifests presented by their masters on ar- 
rival in the ports of this Island,I deem the present a 
fitting Occasion to beg most respeetfully to be allowed 
to suggest to the Department that some provision be made 


for such eases by an amendment to the modus vivendi exis 


ing at present between the United States and Spain, with 
the view of favoring American vessels in the ports of the 
spain dominions and in the same sense and to the same 
extent to whieh Shree vessels are favored in similar 
bona fide eeses by the Revised Statutes of the United 
States,on discharging their earsoes for the United States 
from the ports of the Spanish dominions or from other 


foreign countries. 


2. 
Under Seetion 2810 of the said Statutes,had the case 
of the Americen schooner “A,U.S. WOODRUFF", reported in my 
dispatch No.997,of the 19th instant,oecurred to a spanish 
vessel in the United States, the vessel ‘would not have | 
been subjected to detention nor its owmers suffered loss 
thereby, beeause of the manifest having become incorreet 
by mistake. Indeed,the mistake in that ease,was purely 
clerical,the cargo turned out cérrect both in mumber of 


feet and in weight,the error having eonsisted solely in 


mistatement of the number of the pieces of lumber. 


Also,in the present case of the "MANHATTAN", had it 


mutatis mutandis,oeeurred to a spanish vessel in a port 
of the United States, the master of sueh spanish vessel 
would have had the right under Seetion 2887 of the Stat- 
utes,to have gone before the Collector,Naval Officer and 
Surveyor,or in case of trial for the penalty by any Court 
to have explained the eause or causes of the error, and 
having onee satisfactorbly proved that the si caseaiaias 
was by accident or mistake,the penalty would not have 
been inflieted upon the spanish vessel by the eustoms 
officers of the United States. Parallel with this,had a 
spanish vessel failed to have delivered 4 bags,4 boxes 
or 4 hogsheads of sugar in a port of the United States, 
that had been manifested by mistake,or which might have 
been substracted from the eargo - the bad faith of a 


lighter-manstevedore or of a warehouse clerk, eeting e1 they. 


separately or collectively in a port of Cuba, the Spanish 


masters under the said Section No.2887 would have had the 


a 
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right by explanation and averment to have cleared his 


vessel of the responsibility towards the eustoms author- 


ities of the United States. 


Likewise,in the case of the american steamship "CIEN 
PUEGOS", reported in my @igpatehes numbers 721,727,732 and 
736,dated respecthvely November 10,26 and December 3rd 
and 10th,1887,-- every attending cireumstance,and all the 
evidence addiced,showed conclusively that the master and 
owners of this steamer,were in no manner whatever, con- 
senting or privy parties to the frevd attempted aegsinst 
the evstoms revenue of the Island of Cuba in the elan- 
destine shipment of the eirht boxes of opium on board 
that steamer by parties in New York in eollusion with 
others on board and in Havana. The smugglers were justly 
punished,by the confiseation of the op ium; but the omners 
wno the evidence proves had neither part nor art in the 
effair,weve fined to the extent of $ 8,412.- gold. 
Now,had this occurred to a spanish vessel in a port of 
the United States,the spanish omers under the lew quot- 
ed in my dispatch No.736,from WYNKOOP’S work on the clear 
anee and teases of vessels in the United Ststes, would 
not have suffered for an illegal act eom itted by others 
and to whieh they were neither consenting or privy ware 


ties. . ; 


Again,it will be seen in my dispateh No. &88,offDe- 
cember 6th,1555,that tonnage loading dues amounting to 


$896.94 were charged for the second time on the cero of 
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4 
guger belonging to Messrs F.0, MATTHIESSEN & WIECKERS, of 


New York,lended from the disebled american bark *PROTEUS? 


by the Collector of Caibarien,upon its re-shipment in the 


american schooner *JOHN R,.BERGEN*,for New York,and that 
too,right in the face of Article 10 of the treaty of 1795 


which eovers fully the ease, 


I beg also to present to the ettention of the De-~ 
partment,in connection with the eonsideration of this 
subjeet,the fisea! moiety system fuling in this Island, 
as an exciting eause,to some extent,in bringing ebout the 


imposition of fines vpon american vessels for sueh inno- 


eent mistekes in manifests as are eondoned by the Revised 
Statutes of the United States,especially as the intent 
end spirit of the present modys vivendi between the Uni- 
ted States and Spaein.manifestly require thet american 
vessels in spanish ports shell be treated in the same 


measure of justice that is aecorded to spanish vessels 


in the ports of the United States. 
I am, Sir, 
Very respeetfully, Tour obedient servant, 
(Signed) RAMON 0, WILLIAMS, 


Consul General, 
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Enclosure No. a, | 
With Dispaten No, 7% 
HAVANA, December LOE, 


Copy. 
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No. 974. U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HAVANA,May 9th,1889,- 
Honorable WILLIAM F? WHARTON, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, Ds Us 


With reference to my dispateh No. 912,of January 30 
last, transmitting the copy of a letter rissivel from 
Messrs HIDALGO & CO,agents here of the WARD line of Amer: 
stanton. in relation to the fine of $800.- imposed by 
the eustoms authorities of Matanzas for four tierces 
of lard not landed at the latter port by the steamship 
"MANHATTAN", of the 28th of July,1888, I now have the 
honor to lay before the Department a eopy of the offieial 
eommunieation upon the subjeet that under date of the 
18th of February last,I addressed the Intendant General 


of Finanee,as well as a eopy of his reply thereto dated 


the 20th of March. 


I explained to the Intendant General in this eomm- 
nieation,that these four tierees of lard were mot landed 
at Matanzas,because of having been left by mistake on the 
wharf in New York. And that the failure of their deliv- 


ery at Matanzas was,therefore,manifestly not due to any 


2 
act of bad faith on the part of the master or omers of 
the steamer. 

Moreover,that the owmers in this instance figure 
among the most respectable of the ameriean merchant ma- 
rine. 

I also explained by inversion of terms,how,had this 
case occurred to a spanish vessel trading between. the 
ports of this Island and the United States, the master 
and owners would have been released from fine for the 
diserepaney resulting between the cargo landed under man- 
ifest and the returns of the Inspector to the Collector, 
upon their showing,in aecordance with Section 2887,to the 
satisfaction of the eustoms authorities there,that it had 
oceurred from accident or mistake. From this view and 


in the belief that on agreeing upon the present modus 


vivendyour Government expected a reciprocal treatment for 


amerigan vessels in spanish ports to that dispensed by 
it to spanish vessels in the ports of the United States, 
I asked the Intendant General to be pleased to order that 
the fine be eondoned. 

But it will be seen,es he affirms in his reply, that 
his aetion having to adjust itself to the law,and,as a 
eonsequence,his decisions in matters pertaining to the 


eustoms being determined by the Ordinanees governinh them j 


it is,thereforc,impossible for him to accede to my re- 


quest, 


On galling his attention in both interviews to the 


injuries suffered by american vessels from the operation 
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of the customs ordinances Of Cuba,in eomparison with the 
treatment aecorded to © eich vessels in the United State 
under the Revised Statutes,he replied : that if a preju- 

dicial difference did really exist against the vessels 

of @ither nation in the application of these laws,it then 
pertained to the foreign offices of both nations to ad- 


just and eonciliate this difference by diplomatic agree- 


ment; adding further,that his office was purely adminis- 


trative,and not diplomatie or legislative; and in seonse- 


quenee, there was no other course for him to pursue but 


to obey the statutes creating and defining its duties, 


As a proof that such mistakes and omissions as the 
one oceurred to the "MANHATTAN",in New York, and for Which 
this steamer has been fined $800, also oeceur in the ports 
of this [Island to vessels sailing to the United States, 

I beg to cite the facet that Messrs HIDALGO & CO,of this 
city,cleared at the Havana Custom House on the 2lst of 
last February the number of 21350 bags of sugar by the 
steamer "CITY of ALEXANDRIA",--arrived from Vera Cruz, 
en route for New York, But thst owing to a miséaleulation 
of the space oecupied by the mexiean cargo on board, six 
hundred and ten (610) bags of the Havana eargo were shut 
out from the steamer from want of space,notwithstanding 


the shippers had also eertified their invoice for the 


entire number at this consulate. 


Another ease in point is that of Mr.J.J.ORDETX, who 


presented a corrected invoice under oath at this offiee 


on the 27th of December last,of 10,500. eigars sent by 
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mistake of his firm on the 5th °f the same month to Ros- 


ton via New York in the steamer "CITY of COLUMBIA*",in - 


stead of to Baltimore. 


In eonneetion herewith,I eecompany translation, with 
copy in spanish,of the paragraph Article 132,of the Cus- 
toms Ordinanees of the Island of Cuba,referred to by the 
Intendant General of Finance in his aforementioned reply. 
of the 20th of March; as also translation and copy of the 
paragraph 15 of article 121 of the same Ordinances re-~ 
ferred to by the Colleetor of Customs of Matanzas in his 
reply of the 15th of last September to Mr,PIERCE,our con- 
sul at Matanzas,copy of this reply is also accompanied. 

I likewise enelose a copy of my eommnication to the 
Intendant General in ~~ I complied with his request 
to send him a printed eopy of the "modus vivendi*between 
Spain and the United States. 

In view of the many vexatious questions that arise 
between masters and omers Sf ameriean éhipping in the 
ports of this Island, beeause of the less reciproeal and 
less eqiitable treatment accorded them by its customs 
ordinances when eonmpared to that warrented to spanish 
vessels in american ports under the Revised Statutes, 
and with consideration of the facts that the commeree of 


the United States with the Island of Cuba is the fifth 


— 


in the order of magnitude of that with foreign countries 


and thrice greater than thiat. with its mother-country, Spal 
I beg again respectfully to ask that the Department may, 


through our ministerz,in concert with the foreien office 


= oe 
= 


> 
ro) 


at Madrid, amplify the present modus vivend! in terms suf- 


, 
@ 


fieient to equalize these differences of treatment,so as 


to make the treatment in the one ease the exact counter- 


art of the treatment in the other, 
I am,Sir, Very Respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0,Williams. 


Consul General. 


j 
i ‘ 


Enclosure No. | , 
With Despatch No. ROY S ; 


HAVANA , December Q2OF 1893. 
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COPY. 
Despatch No.1300. 


U.S.CGonsulate General. 


HAVANA,March 31,1891. 


Honorable Williem F. Wharton, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


In view of the present negotiations for the im- 
provement of the commercial relations between the 
United States and Spain and of the appropiateness of 
the occasion,I now beg most earnestly and respect- 
fully to commend to the attention of the Department 
the propriety on the part of the Government of spain 
to adjust certain paragraphs of the custom eee reg- 
ulations of the Island of Cuba to corresponding parts 
of the custom house regulations of the United states, 
in order that mancoul ines vessels may attain,by right, 


a treatment in the ports of this Island equal to that 


which has been and is grented, under similar circums- 


tances,in the United States to spanish vessels; but 


which equality of treatment,as the correspondence of 


i " 
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the Department and this Consulate General will show, 
has been persistently denied to american vessels des- 
pite the modus vivendi existing between Spain and the 


United Statese 


In illustration of this subject I herewith cite 
e@ few varied cases,each typical of many others, to 
show by contrast the difference of treatment accorded 
to the vessels of each nation under the operation 
of the custom house regulations of the other. It 
will be seen in the end,that these regulations have 
been interpreted in the United States to the benefit 
of spanish vessels,while in Cuba they have been in- 


terpreted to the detriment of american vessels. 


As the first example in the order of illustra- 
tion,I now cite the case of the american steamship 
"Cienfuegos*, which occurred in the port of ON 
in November, 1887, and was the subject of my despatch 
number 72l1,and series,of the 10th of the same month. 
This case grew out of the clandestine placing of eight 
boxes of opium on board while the vessel was loading at 
the whart in New York. 

Upon information received the Le a this 
port ordered & search to be made on her arrival hé re, - 
which resulting fruitless,was repeated after she had 


finished bit enticed This second search,as reported 


at the time,resulted in the finding of the opium, which, . 


3. 


after the usual proceedings, was very justly confiscated; 


but the ship,that is,the common carrier,was most un= 


justly fined and forced to pay the sum of $8412; be- : 
cause of the eight boxes of opium fartively placed on 
board,without any knowledge of the owmers and master. 
Now, this fine was imposed and collected by the 
Colonial Government in obedience to paragraph 12 of 
avtdeie 121 of the Cuban custom house regulations, 
which reads,when translated into english, as follows: 
"For each package of merchandise found on 
"on board,not comprehended in the manifest, the 
"master will pay from two to ten times the qty 
"charged in the tariff on the goods therein con- 
"tained". But in contrast to this,the law 
of the United States of the 8th of February, 1881, would 
treat this case as follows: 
"An act to amend the law relative to the 2 
"seizure and forfeiture of vessels for the breach 
"of the revenue laws: 
"That no vessel used by any person or scisaien 
"“tion,or common carrier,in the transaction of 
"their business as such commen carrier, shall be 
"subject to seizure or forfeiture by foree of the 
"provisions of title 34 of the Revised Statutes 
“of the United States,unless it shall appear 


"that the omer or master of such vesseél,at the 


“time of the alleged illegal act,was a consenting 
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"party or privy thereto*. 


Accordingly,a spanish steamship under similar 


circumstances in the United States,though the opium . 


would have been confiscated there as here,would have 
been released from all penalty; because of it not 
having appeared that her owners and master were parties 
to the illegal act. Indeed,all the circumstances 
went to show that the attempt to smuggle was done by 
parties in New York leagued with others in Havana 

anc the steward on board the steamer. . Yet the 


american owners who were entirely innocent,had to 


suffer the loss of $8412 in Cuba. 


Pree 


The second case which I select for illustration 
is that of the american steamship "City of Washington*, 
upon which a fine of $30.000 was ieeeuad by the collector 
of the port of Havana last August,because of a mis- 
take committed in her manifest at the counting room: 
of the owrners in New York,and of which the custom 
house officials of Havana were advised by telegraph 


forty eight hours before the vessel even entered the 
jurisdictional waters of the Island of Cuba. This 
case was reported to the Department in my despatch 


number 1225 and series,commencing the 15th of December, 


1890. 


we 


As will be seen on revision of the correspondence, 


the agents here communicated information of the mistake 


to the collector when the vessel must have been off 


. 


the coast of Georgia, invoking,at the same time,the pro- 
visions of paragraphs 11 and 12 of article 26 of the 
customs regulations of this Island in favor of the 
vessel. This paragraph 11 reads as follows: 
"If the owmers,shippers or consignees should 
"notice that the certified manifest,of which the 
"master is the bearer,contains any error,they will 
"sive notice of it to the Collector of the port 
"to which the vessel is bound,which officer will 
"report the fact inmediately to the Intendancy 
"General,with remission of the document received". 
The next paragraph 12 reads as follows: 
"The Intendancy General will admit or not 
"the correction solicited,provided the vessel has 
"not touched at any port of the Island at the 
"date the custom house shall have received and 
"reported the error’. But, notwithstanding all 
this care and precaution on the part of the omers in 


New York,and of tie agents in Havana,and the faet that 


the vessel was still some five hundred miles beyond 


the jurisdictional waters of Cuba; still the petition 


# 


was rejected under the diseretional authority conferred 


by paragraph 12 on the Intendant General. But, in 
opposition to this treatment,had the mistake oceurred 
in the manifest of 2 spanish vessel bound to 2 port 


of the United States; then the spanish master would 


a 
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have been sauitiod to. correct it under section 2887 
of the Revised Statutes at the regulation cost of $2 
or say fifteen thousand times less than the amount 
charged in Cuba to this american vessel. 

In this case there is also the assertion of an 


extra-territorial authority on the part of Spain; 


VY 


because the mistake for which the vessel was fined, 
occurred within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
and not within that of Spain. 


As the third case for illustration and contrast, 


I will cite the two fines,one of $200 imposed by the 


Matanzas custom house,and another of $400 imposed by 
that of Cardenas,on the american steamer "Seneca" 

last September; the first was for the short delivery 
of a barrel of hardware, 2nd the second for that of two 
plows,which,in both iaekesuue had been left behind in 
New York as attested by proofs. Now,the master of a 
spanish vessel would have settled both these cases 

in the United States post entries under the same 
section 2887 of the. Revised Statutes at a cost of $2 
each. But the american master is charged one hundred 
times more in the one,and two hundred times more in 
the other case,under the said paragraph 13 article 121 


of the custom house regulations of Cuba. 


The fourth sample case is that of the american 


bark "Evanell*® reported in my despatch number 1213,o0f 


Ber om 


t 2 As 


Vs 


the 18th of November,1890,and serics. | This vessel 
was fined $500 by the custom house of St.Jago de Cuba 
last October, because of the master having hed his mani- 
fest visaed by the local authorities of St.Pierre, 
Martinique, ~ there being no spanish consul there, - and 
because he didi not go to the port of Fort France, in 
the same Island,where it is alleged a spanish consul 
is stationed. This case,is founded upon the extra- 
territorial authority asserted by paragraph 1 of ar- 
ticle 121 of the Cuban custom henee regulations. In 
this instance it was exercised over an american vessel 
within the jurisdiction of France. This fine is 
founded upon articles 26,27 and 121 of the Quban custom 
house regulations which when translated read as 
follows: 
Article 28. “Every master of avessel loaded 
"or in ballast,from a foreign port; with cargo 
"either in transit for bond,or SO ae 
"for inmediate consumption,will be obliged, on 
"arriving at a port of the Island,to present a 
"a manifest comprehensive of the cargo, packages 
"and bundles on board,subscribed by him and visaed 


"by the consul at the port of his departure, and 


"should there be no consul at such port,then by 


“by the local or administrative authority of the 


"port of departure". 
article 27. “The masters of vessels can 


"only certify their manifests by the local or 
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"administrative authority of the port of departure 
“as provided for by article 26,when the residence 
“of the Consuls is more than thirty kilometers, 
"if the distance is less they are obliged to have 
"them vinesd by the nearest consul or vice 
"consul." 

Article 121.-paragraph 1l.- "For not having 
"the manifest vigaed on entering the jurisdic- 
"tional waters or in the port; the master will 
"pay five hundred dollars,without prejudice 
"to the application of the fine,in accordance 


"with the following case under article 26." 


ad 


It will be seen on inspection of these articles 
26 and 27 of the custom house regulations of Cuba,as 


already noted above,that they assert and exercise an 


extra-territorial right in all foreign countries 


over vessels bringing cargoes to the ports of the 
Island, by compelling the masters to present themselves 
before the spanish consuls and local authorities in 

such foreign ports for the certification of their 
manifests. But in contrast to this rule of Spain, 

the United States neither pretend nor exercise the 
similar right beyond their own jurisdictional wat a 

of exacting the presentation of the manifests of vessels . 


bringing cargoes into the ports of the United States 
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from foreign countries. Masters of foreign vesséls 


bound to the United States are not compelled to go 


‘pefore the consuls of the United States in foreign 
ports for the certification of their manifests. 

Under sections 2806, 2807, 2608, 2809, 2610, 2611, 
2812, 2813, 2814 and 2815 of the Revised Statutes, and 
articles 146 and 147 of the customs regulations of the 
United States,vessels from foreign countries are not 
required to present their manifests to the customs 
officials till they arrive within four leagues of the 


coast,or within the limits of a collection district., 


As the fifth sample case,I now cite that of the 
44 fines on american vessels in this port, amounting 
to $5165.13,reported in my despatch number 1014 of 
August 6,1889, imposed but not yet collected because 
of the remonstrance from this office. Now had these 
cases occurred to spanish vessels in the United States, 
they could have been settled by post entries under 
section 2887 of the Revised Statutes at $2 each or a 
total cost of $88,as attested by the enclosed list 
of the 38 similar cases occurred to spanish vessels 


in the port of New York. 


Upon reviewing these several cases,it will be 
seen that if there is to be an equal treatment for the 
vessels of the two nations in the ports of each other; 
then,the United States must either assimilate their 


custom house regulations to those of Cuba at these,as 


210. 
it were, clashing or obstructive points or ¢lse Spain must 
assimilate those of Cuba at the same points of contact 
to those of the United States. 

As commerce between nations thrives and contri- 
butes the more to their happiness the less it is 
hampered,it would seem that the better way to avoid 
these conflicts would be for Spain to modify and ad- 
just these Cuban regulations to those of the United 
States. At this point I beg to call attention to 
the éespatch number 13 addressed by our Minister to 
Spain,Mr.Belmont, dated April 10,1889,to the Secretary 
of State in reply to the Department’s instruction nu mber 
27 of February 20,of the same year, directing him to 
submit certain propositions for incorporation in 
existing modus vivendi for the prevention of the 
tious treatment given to american vessels by the 
customs officials of this Island. It will be 
seen therein that Mr.Belmont reported that the minister 
of State informed him adas” consulation with his col- 
league the minister of the Colonies,that the spanish 
Government could not then accede to the proposed ad- 
dition to the modus vivendi on the ground that it in- 
volved an entire change in the methods of custom house 
administration in Cuba,which the Government of Spain 
was not at that time ready to undertake. But from my 


standpoint it would not seem difficult to find a way 


to adjust these points of variance if there were a 


will thereto . 
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(1) By inserting in the custom house regulations 
of Guba the right of post entry and addition to manifests 


in the same sense and extent allowdd by the afore- 


a 


gaid section 2887 of the Revised Statutes of the 


United States; then, such cases as those of the “Seneca® 
herein mentioned,would be séeléos by all vessels ar- 
riving in the ports of Cuba; and,they would be put 
thereby on en equality with the thrity eight cases 


of spanish vessels in New York,the lis of whose namégs, 


end dates of occurrence is herewith attached. At 


this point I would remark that formerly sailing ves- 


a — -——  —— - 


séls were allowed twelev working nours or 24 running 


hours after arrival for the masters to correct their 


eee Ae — —— 
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manifests; ané in the case of steamers,this was 
allowed to be done by the sonsignees after they had: 
left port. These franchises were stopped by the customs 


regulations of 1881. 


(2) And by assimilating pseragraphs 13 of article 
121 of customs regulations of Cub2 to the act of Con- 
gress of the Sth of PFebruary,188l,innocent owners and 


masters would be released from the responsibility of 


the criminal acts of others,as in the case of the 


Cienfuegos above cited. 


(3) Again,by readopting the regulation formerly 
in vogue here of only requiring the masters of vessels 
to present their manifests on reaching the jurisdic 


tional waters of Cuba,as is required in the same case 


ah 


the United States,with the right of post entry, 


° 


as allowed by section 2887 of the Revised Statutes, such 


’ 


* 


eases as those of the*@ity of Washinzgton® and *Svanell* 


would be avoided. 


Tne changes herewith recommended towards the 
adoption of a rule tat will work, reciprocally,both ways, 
can be easier done on the part of the Govemment of 
Spain than on the part of the Government of the 
United States. For in the first place the minister 
of the Colonies of Spain has ample authority thereto, 
while in the United States,it would require the joint 


provel of Congress ané the Executive. 


I am,Sir,very respectfully,your obedient servant, 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


3 


Consul General. 


le 
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Enclesure No. “7°* 
eon With Dispateh No. 20 7 /. - 4 
HAVANA, December 7 1893, 


Crd 


Copy of enelosure No.2 with Dispatch No.974,Mareh 9th'89 
U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HAVANA, February,28th,1889. 


To His Exeellency the Intendan® General of the Treasury 


of this Island. 


Exeellency: 
Referring to the two interviews whth Your Exeellency 
respeeting the fine of $800: imposed by the eus toms auth- 
orities of Matanzas upon the ameriean steamer "MANHATTAN", 
| for the non-delivery of four tierces of lard in aceord- 
ance with the manifest presented on its voyage to that 
port the 28th of July of last year, I now have the honor 


by express order of my Government to represent the facets 


of thts ease to Your Exeelleney's attention,with the view 


of obtaining its condonation; the faets being as I nar- 


| rate in continuation herewith, 


Excellene y: 
It is true that the said four tierces of lard were 


not landed; but this failure was not due to bad faith on 
owners of the 


the part of the master nor ofthe steamer in New York, who 


‘ ‘ 


figure among the most respeetable shipowmers of the mer- 
chant marine of the United States, Ehe absence of all 
culpability on the part of the master and owners is fully | 


and eonelusively shown by the sworn statements made by 


49 : Oe Pate ‘ a 
. Ae ' * 5 1 ae | : ‘ ‘ 
% 68 ey dik ys oe tates thnthanbiesh wit, NY ae 

pean Be? bee oti: Ch kag le aS Ps BN AR Ta ea ih aS 

. - : «Tae Aer ier ‘ Sete ta Tatas as 

a ean. see ede % se a Pine U5 peels te. Seong , 

Sina Ry ay My a Nest a, Cae LANE peers if Pepe: 

as ft a: oe 1% i at at ft ‘e eS f} AG 
; ee Goss pe eee: ere ET Ree Rae A 
Pay a ae ip sor. ' ities, Ps hag! a t ie 
y+) hae wat } } Po 


eg ar ne ed be oe ah ie Hd v4 bd 
2 Ar oy ae aan aa ke “y Ri i | PA vs en: Mp EB ase ~ “Ea 9° ie vs 4 ne 
1A Wea Re Bee Ay ctr Fe MES: END At OME TTS ay Ne Rie hs Rib oe: oh a, WE 3 ane ry 
be esa “ :. acer ae NT eS , pas “ Pith es Wc Brae iy a sri Ie Ai? Gas cos i. eye af fy Ma 1 oa aye ve s i: eich 
P 7 + f i ie Sr ome Fests bt tite sek ‘ fof ok i , iP Sr iy 
‘ " oe 7 ee : ial Sac ele PMS a ue ae ii AL a ‘ita A PR afta itt NA ) c Ne “ ‘) ” 
| 


2 
the said owners, Messrs JAMES E.WARD & cO,ef New York, 
before the consul general of Spain ‘a that eity, and which 
duly legalized by the said repBesentative of Spain, was 
presented in proper season to the customs authorities of 
Matanzas, vetheut apparently having received the consider-. 
ation and value it is deserving of in the resokution of 


this affair,when viewed in connection with the reeipro- 


cal treatment agreed upon in the modus vivendiat present 


existing between Spain and the United States, For it ap- 
pears therefvem,that the four tierces of lard were not 
landed in Matanzas, beesause they had been left behind by 
aecident among the great agglomeration of cargo og the 
wharf in New ie. Therefore,I beg te present this faet, 
earnestly te the attention of Y.E. beeause,inverting 
terms,had this case oecurred to either of the spanish 
steamers or sailing vessels trading between the ports of 
this Island and the United States, by the non-delivery 
there ef 4 bags,4 boxes or 4 hhds ef sugar from eareless- 
ness or fault of the weighing clerks of the warehouses 
on delivering the cargo to the lightermen,or on part of 
the latter in transhipping it to the vessel here,or on 
the part of the purser er mate in receiving it on board, 
the spanish master in that ease in aceordanee with Sec- | 
tion 2887 of the Revised Statutes of.the United Peas 
would have had the right to represent the case either 
through his consul,or in person,te the eustoms authori- 
ties of the United States to prove that neither he or his 
owmers had any part inneausing the failure, And the in- 
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nocenee of the master and owmers being onee proved to the 


satisfaction of the said suthorities, Bhe vessel would 


7 


have been absolved of the fine,the master making after- 
Wards due explanation on his manifest in eoformity with 


the said statute, 


On agreeing upon the present modus vivendi between 


Spain and the United States,it is not to be doubted that 
my Government expected an equal treatment for american 
vessels in Spanish ports as is dispensed to spanish ves-~ 
sels in american ports; particularly so,since it has been 
in virtue of that Agreement that Spanish vessels have 


succeeded in the United States to the franchise, which 


in sueh cases is granted by american legislation. 


Therefore, and in view of the reasons herewith men- 
tioned,and in fulfillment of the said instruetions ef my 
Government,I have to ask Your Excellency may ‘be pleased 
to order that the fine,-- subject ef this eonmunication, - 
b eft without effect,desiring also that Y.E,may have 
the dios to advise me of your. decision. 

I am,with the greatest respect, 
Your Exeelleney’s most obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams. 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No, i. 
With Dispateh No. AO 7 / 


HAVA N A, Deeember XU, 1893. 


Copy of Enelosure No.3 with Dispateh yo. 974,Mareh 9th'89 


GENERAL INTENDANCY of FINANCE, 
of the ISLAND of CUBA, 
HAVANA, Mareh 20th,1888. 


To the Consul General of the United States, 


Sir: 

I have the honor to reply te your official letter 
ef the 18th of Fehruary,in whieh you solicit of this De- 
partment, the eondonation of the fine imposed upon the 
american steamer "MANHATTAN", 

In reply,I have to say that were it within my auth- 
ority,I would have acceded immediately to your request, 


giving you thereby another proof of the personal esteem 


with whieh I distinguish yeu in return for your own, and 
in aecord with the geod wishes eof my Government towards 


that of the United States,whieh you seo worthtly repres- 


ent 


As a publie funetionary my action has to adjust it- 


self to the laws; and my decisions,in matters pertaining 
to the customs are determined by the ordinanees govern- 


ing them,and therefore,I regret to inform you that the 


fine imposed upon the americgan steamer "MANHATTAN", can- 
not be condoned, as you request. This fine having been 
imposed on the 18th of last October by decision of this 


 * 


Intendancy in aecord with the customs ordinances, I had 
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therefore to reject on the lst of necember, a memorial 


presented to the same purpose, founding the decision upon 
paracreph 2,Article 132,which reads limitedly : "The de- 
"“eisions of the Directors of Finance will be finsl end 


“gre only revoesble through the court of claims". The 


same réason prevents me from assenting to your petition, 


} 
The de cisions of the Intendants General being final in 


this matter,they can only be modi“ied upon appeal to the 
Court of, Claims, wWhieh-is open to the elaiments,provided 
they appeal within the legal limit. 

Prom the reasons herein steted,I trust Mr.Consul, 
you will recognize the impossibility in whieh I find my- 
self to aecede to your desires, and with assurances of my 
great respect, 

I remain, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) A.de QUINTANA, 


ee ae Ou = -_- 


Enelosure No. 
With Dispateh No. At Ae 


HAVANA, December 27 1893. 
COPY. 
U.S. CONSULATE, 
CIENFUEGOS, December 6th,1893. 
Ramon 0, Williams, 
U.S.Consuvul General. 


Havana. 


Your telegram of today received at 3 P.M.:---- 
"Averigue y digeme el estado de la multa de mil 
"pesos sdbre barea americana "G/de ZALDO",en esa 
“aduana. (Signed) Williams, Consul General.” 
and in obedience to the instruetions therein contained, 
I have the honor to report the following:-- 
The fine Was imposed hy the Collector of Cus toms,on 
the bark "G.de ZALDO",in consequence of g elerieal error 
in the manifest made out by the house of WAYDELL & CO, 


: J 
One hundred barrels of Roman eement, weighing together 


14,000, kilograms, were put in the manifest as weighing 


4,000 do; a differenee of 10,000 kilograms,and in 


aceordance with article 151,Section 4,case 5,of the 


"General Regulations of Custom Houses for the Island of 


‘ 


Cuba", @dition of Jankary, 1892, when the difference between 


$ 


the weight manifested and the actual weight of,merchan- 


dise is more than 31 % of the weight,a fine of $10. per 


— 


(vs 


100 kilos is imposed, amounting in this ease to $1,000,-- : 


~ 


2 

GARCIA & 0O,the agents of WAYDELL & CO, represented 
to the Collector of Customs that the diserepancy was aue 
to a elerical error,that there eould be no intent to de- 
fraud,secing that Roman eement under the Treaty of Reeip- 
roeity in force between Spain and the United States, en- 
ters free of duty; and in view of this,asked of the Col- 
lector to be permitted to appeal to the Intendant Gener- 
al in Havana,and to leave the amount of the fine in de- 
posit,until a decision should be given. The Collector 
would not hear of any delay,and insisted upon the fine 
being paid immediately,and in ease it was not pai@ before 
the 350th of November,he threatened to increase it 5  # 
viz: $1,050. --- 

Neither would he siew of any bond to be given for 
the amount of the fine,pending the decision of the Minis- 
ter of the Colonies in Madrid. I offered to give a bond, 


(as had been done on several oeceasions by my predecessor 


Mr. PIERCE) but the Collector would not hear of it -- 


Under these eireumstances,secing the inflexibility 


of the Collector{who, bevitremarked, receives one-third of 
the amount of the fine,) and inorder to avoid the threats 
ened increase of five per eent of the fine,in ease pay- 
ment was delayed after the 30th °f the month, the house 
of GARCIA & CO,paid the fine,at the same time meking a 
formal protest before me,(whieh protest is filed in this 
GSfisulate,) on the 30th of November, last. -- 

Garcia & Co,are drawing up,a statement of the ease 


to be sent to the Minister of the Colonies,end at the 


same time,that of 2 similar case, equally iniquitous, 
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whieh took place a short time since,also with an ameriean 


vessel. 


hear many complaints of the rapaecity of the Col- 


leetor who takes every opportunity to impose fines for 


the most futile eeuses and twisting the Ordenanzas to 


suit his ease, 


In case you need any further information wit 
gard to this matter,I will eheerfully impart it t 


best 6f my ability. 


: 


am,Sir, very respectfully, 


Signed) enry A. Ehningeer. 


The G.de ZALDO" sailed for Manzanillo on the 3rd instant. 


DIOP op: APE ES 


ei. 


. ee Se 
me ge tere tebe tet 
‘ o wy 
: ‘ 


> 2 * + se so " . , . 
Sb Fie ASAT SB Sai tal ee eb tee BO big ae a gtk i fot 4 eve a Say ro ‘ - : 4 unite é' 
: — M Mt ; . . . ue q . fC Win a Sex ore Th hak r 
| : : ; - J aes ai ee MO ee 


| 
| 
| 


ZF ee < 
Ci Sf fonettlatl® G Le, 
CALAN, oY J / SEY I i 


: 
ij 
| 
i 
‘ 
; 
. 

: 
s 
; 

: 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Dispateh No, 207 2. 
HAVANA, December 21st/1893. 
Vopy. 
U.S.Consulate General. 
Havana, December Jist,1893. 
To the UNITED STATES APPRAISER, 


New York. 


Under instruetioms from the Department of State, and 
at the request of the Secretary of the Treasury,I for- 
ward to you herewith three copies each of the price lists 
for eigars of the factories "LA LEGITIMIDAD",of Messrs 
F.P.del RIO 7& Co,and of Messrs BANCES & BOPEZ, who own 
the brands “EDEN" and "LO MEJOR", 

With respect to priee lists of Messrs FALK, ROHLSEN 
& CO,LANGE & LEONHARDT, and EMILIO de MESA, which are also 
asked fer,I have to say that these parties are eonmission 
merchants the two first named,and a eommission agent the 
last named,who,as is eustomary here,own a mark or two 
under doh they ship eigars as ordered by their eustom- 
ers, but whieh are made by established faetories of the 
eonventional sizes and usual prices of similar cigars 
packed under other marks. For instance,Mr D,, MESA ews 


the mark “HADADO" registered in his name,but whenever he 


has orders the eigars- are made by ANGEL RAMIREZ,ef Rayo 


#49,whose brand is "EL NUEVO MUNDO", and whose price list 


is found on page 296 ef Speneer's Prigés current, edition 
of 1893. 

The greater number of the eigar factories have whatt 
is knewn as annexed brands under whieh they pack cigars 
for the merchants er parties who own the eontrel ef 
such marks and are the exclusive shippers. In this ease 
are MESSRS FALK, ROHLSEN & CO,and Messrs LANGE & LEONHARD 

Very respectfully, 
(Siened) Ramon 0. Williems. 


Consul General, 
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Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No. 4075, 
HAVANA, December AS, 1893.6 
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TRANSLATION by CONSUL ‘GENERAL WILLIAMS. 
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From EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA of Havana, Dec.19,1895. 


ae SS Se ee one eee ec eee ee 


THE TARIFF QUESTION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


We call the attention most especially of the Board 
of Planters and the Association of Cigar Manufacturers 
of this Island to the following interesting letter of 
our New York correspondent, wherein he treats of the 
tariff question in the neighboring Republic, especially 
in its relations to our principal staple productions. 

We egree with our intelligent correspondent. that 
it would be very much in order tor the two aus. 
mentioned corporations to give their attention to the 
examination of the proposed tariff reform in the 
United States,so that,at the proper time, they may be 
prepared to furmish the National Government,in an ef- 


ficient manner, with the information,reports and coun- 


sels recommended by our correspondent for its use "when 


the occasion presents itself to negotiate another 
treaty® between Spain and the United States. 


The letter of our correspondent reads .as follows: 
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The Committee of Ways end Means of the house has 
been occupied within the last few days with the re- 
vision of the bill proposed by its sub-committee in 
favor of the reform of the tariff,the salient outlines 
of which I placed before the readers of the DIARIO 
just two weeks ago. The Committee nas made some 
alterations in the bill since then,and now expects to 
be able to report it to the house before the end of the 
week,so that debate may commence at once; for the 


‘a. 


democratic party lessoned by the ef 


, 


fects of the pro- 

longed debate it allowec to be carried on in the 

Senate over the repeal of the Sherman law,proposes now 
4 ‘ 

to wipe out that bad impression,by giving all possible 


mergy and haste in carrying out tariff reform. 


Those who Gisplay the most opposition to the 
proposed bill are the Representatives of Louisiana. 
They totally condemn its sugar clause. According to 
tnem the planters of that State,prefer that Guty be 
put on foreign sugars and that the bounty be abolished 
at once,instead of allowing their free admission and 
the gradual reduction of the 
more preferable to them, too,in case of raw sugars 
continuing to come in free,that a period of four or 
‘ive years be allowed for the abolition of tne bounty, 


without alteration during that term. Otherwise they | 


predict the enforced withdrawal of many small planters, 


with the complete perishment of their business. 
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It may be taken for certain that the sugar 
clause of the bill will provoke a most heated and 
prolonged controversy in the House, and that it is not 
easy to foretell the solution that will be given to the 
problem, though I am inclined to believe it will end 
by putting a duty on foreign raw sugars,either specific, 
not above one cent a pound,or ad-valorem,not exceeding 
twenty five per cent. 

A Washington correspondent,very competent in 
economic matters,and generally well informed ag to 
wnat passes in the regions of government,and in the 
committee rooms of Congress,writes to the JOURNAL OF 
COMMERCE that it is almost certain that the Committee 
of Ways and Means will abandon the reciprocity plan 
based on the Aldrich Amendment of the Mc.Kinley bill. 
There is nothing in the new tariff bill making reference 
to the reciprocity system invented by Mr.Blaine,and it 
is therefore supposable that tne Committee reporting 
the bill has no desire to preserve it and will resist 
on the floor of the “ouse,any attempt to insert it in 
the coming tariff. 

The reciprocity clause being once suppressed, each 
country producing sugar,coffee,tea and hides will ari tad 
‘apon” resume - its rights,and the reciprocity treaties 
base@ on that Amendment will fall of their ow weight. 
The same correspondent says that it is not believed in 


Washington, that Spain,Brazil and the other nations 


that have made those treaties will denounce them at 


omce,sinmce they are at liberty to proceed ag becomes 


4. 
their respective interests,without any fetters or 
ss impediments whatever, regarding their commercial 
treaties with the United States. 
"If free sugar is continued, - says the corres~ 


“nondent,- it is mot probable that Spain,Brazil and Germany 


“will denounce or revoke those treaties on the moment. 


Those three countries desire to retain the market of 


es 


"the United States for their sugars asd though sugar 
“shoulda be made universally free,that is,the right 
"extended to other countries,still they cannot but 
“consider ft more to their advantage to promote com- 
“merce with the United states, through the continuation 
“of their concessions to american products, rather than 
"close their ports against them. 
"The attitude of the Spanish Government, -says 
the same correspomdent,- with respect to the reci- 
"procity agreement for the Island of Cuba, has always 
‘““peen peculiar,in view of the sacrifices it imposes 
"on the trade of the mother-country with its sugar 
"“cOlony; and it is difficult, therefore,to foresee 
"what the Spanish soveranent may do when the opportunity 
"is presented to it.* 
The same correspondent also explains the reason 
ofa certain tightne@s between the merchants and 
ship owners of the United States and the customs 
“~ guthorities of Cuba,owing to the misunderstanding about 


the repertory of the articles included in the agreement; 


and ae to the subject of reciprocity he ter- 
minates his interesting letter with this paragraph: 

E "The Department of gtate appears to be waiting for 
a clearer definition than that hitherto known of the 
"“pcesition of Congress with respect to reciprocity. If 
"the duty on wax sugar is reimposed,the situation will 
"become much changed. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
"though favoring the abolition of the reciprocity system 
“engraftea on the Mc.Kinley bill,has not yet given a 
"profound study to its effects,nor to the best method of 
"carrying it out. The Secretary of State is over- 
"“whelmed with questions of international character; 
"and the other heads of the Department most directly 
"in contact with reciprocity affairs,can do no more than 
"endeavor to obtain the fulfillment of the treaty in 
"the greates measure of advantage to the nation.* 

I stundeas the deatavetion of this correspondent 
ef sufficient importance to call the at tent ion of the 
inhabitants of the Island to them. For as seen, the 
belief prevails ifthe official circles of Washington, 
that the Government of Spain can never exact of that 
of the United States concessions in favor o-f the com 
merce and productions of the mother-country. 

It is therefore necessary for our Government to 
be furnished and fortified beforehana with ati 
reports, information and counselg,by persons competent 


in commercial affairs, respecting our relations with 


the United states,so that it may be ready,when occasion 


be 


presents itself,to negotiate another treaty;but never 


givin: our opponent arms by which he can profit from 


our situation,nor showing him the breach through which 


to penetrate into our camp. 

At the present biti ths the merchants,as well 
ag the sugar and tobacco planters of that Island, 
should follow with attention the black pieces on the 
tariff chessboard of this Republic,so as to be prepared 
for the next play of the white. If the United States 
are a good market for the sugar and tobacco of Cuba, 


it should not be forgotten that that Island is a good 


market for the pro@uets and manufactures of the 


United States. 
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LA QUESTION ARANCELARIA 
-  @n los Estados Unidos. 


Llamamos la atencién muy especial- 
mente del Circulo de Hacendados de 
esta Isla y de la Unidn de los Fabrican- 
‘tes de Tabacos, hacia la siguiente 
interesante carta de: nuestro correspon. 
sal neoyorquino, en qué se trata de la 
cuestién arancelaria en la vecina rept- 
blica, sobre todo en cuanto se relacio- 

na con nuestras dos principales pro- 
dueciones. Opinamos.con nuestro ilus- 
trado corresponsal que seria muy con- 
veniente que las dos citadas corpora- 
clones dedicasen su atencién al estu- 
dio del proyecto de reforma arancelaria 
en los Estados Unidos, para que, 4 su 
debido tiempo, puedan ilustrar, de ana 
} manera eficaz al Gobierno dela Nacién 
con “los datos, informes, noticias y 
consejos’ recomendados por K. Lendas, 
y que puedan serle provechosos para 
“cuando sé presente ocasién de formu- 
lar otro tratado” entre nuestra nacién 
y Ja norteamericana. 

He aqui ahora la aludida correspon- 
pondencia: | 

Nueva York, 13 de diciembre. 


Ocipase en estos dias ‘la OComisién 
de Medios y Arbitrios dela Camara en 
el estudio dei proyecto de reforma aran- 
celaria, redactado por una subcomisién 
desu seno, cuyas fases principales di 
& conocer en el DIARIO hace justamen- 
}te dos semanas, La Comisién ha he- 
cho algunas modificaciones desde en- 
tonces en dicho proyecto, y se espera 
que antes de terminar esta semana. 
presentaré su dictamen 4 la Camara y 
se pondréen seguida 4 debate, pues el 
partido democratico, alecionado por la 
prolongada discusiédn que tuvo en el 
Senado la derogacion de la ley Sher- 
man, 86 propone borrar la mala impre- 
sida que aquello caus6é en el pais, acti- 
vando cuanto sea posible la reforma 
arancelaria, — 

Entre tanto, tales 6 cuales fabrican- 
tes en diversos puntos dela Repaiblica 
han protestado contra las innovacio- 
nes proyectadas, alegando que la reba- 
ja propuesta én los derechos de ciertos | 
articnlos pondr4 en desventaja 4 la} 
produccién nacional, que no podré 
competir en precio con los importados. 
} Tal vez se deban 4 esas protestas las 
 noditipeciones introducidas por la ma- 

-yoria de la Comisién de Medios y Ar- 
bitrios en el nuevo arancel, segin las 
os he er aumentados los dere- 
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| rechos sobre cl azicar importado yse| 
5 quite ubvencién, &| 
; que se retenga la franquicia y se les |. 
vayan quitando graduaimente las pri- 
mas que hoy perciben, Mucho mas pre- 
ferible les parece, (caso de retener la 
franquicia) el gts se les sefiale un pla- 
20 de cuatro 6 cinco afios para la abo- } 
licién total de las primas, sin que éstas 
Sufran ninguna disminucién durante ese 
/plazo, De otro modo predicen que ca- 
da afio irén retir4ndose del campo al- 
gunos pequefics hacendados, perecien- 
do por completo ese ramo de la pro- 
 duecién. : | 
~ Puede darse como cosa cierta que la 
tarifa azucarera provocar& una acalo. 
rada y sostenida controversia en la C4. 
mara y no 6s facil predecir cual sera }: 
solucién final que tevnga el problema, 
aunque yo meinclino & creer qne aca 
bar& por imponerse derechos sobre el! 
azticar crudo, ya sea fijando una canti- | 
dad especifica que no pasaré de un cen- 
|tavo, 6 bien un tipo de 25 pS ad valo- 
ictal ag 
Un corresponsal de Washington, muy 
competente en asuntos econémicos y 
generalmente bien enterado de lo que 
pasa en las esferas del gobierno y en 
las Salas de conferencias del Congreso, 
le dice al Journal of Commerce que eb 
casi seguro que la Comisién de Medios. 
y Arbitrios abandonaré el plan de reci- 
procidad basado en la clausula Aldrich 
dela ley Mc. Kinley. Nada hay en el 
proyecto de arancel que se refiera 4 ese 
sistema de reciprocidad ideado por Mr. 
Blaine, y por consiguiente es de supo- 
ner que la Comisién dictaminadora no 
desea conservarlo y resistir4 en la C4- 
mara toda tentativa de incluirloen el 
nuevo arancel, — 4 
Suprimida dicha eléusula, quedardn 
todas las naciones productoras de azt- 
car, café, t6 y cueros en iguales condi- 
ciones y caer4n por su propio peso los 
tratados de reciprocidad basados e 
aquella clausula. Dice el citado corres- 
ponsal qne no se cree: en W pre ae: 
que Espafia, el Brasil y otras naciones 
que han hecho esos tratados los denun- | 


cien enseguida, por cuanto quedan en | 
libertad de proceder segun caadra 4 sus 
respectivos intereses comerciales, y Sin 
traba ni impedimento alguno por lo que 
“taca & sus couvenios fiscales con 108 
Estados Unidos. ge 
mB oe conserva la franquicia azuca- - 
rera—dice el corresponsal—no eS pro: 
bable que Espafia, el Brasil y Alema-- 
nia denuncien 6 revoquen e805 CONVC: | 
nios de momento. Esos tres paises de- 
sean retener el mercado de los Estados 
Unidos para sus azticares, y aut gm 
do la franquicia sea universal, 6s “4 | 
cir que se extienda 4 otros paises, - 
tres naciones citadas consideraran mas 
| ventajoso el fomentar relaciones de ol 
mercio continuando sus concesiones 
los articulos de produccién norte-ame- 
‘ricano, que el cerrar lapuerta 4 su im- 
: clon. pti 
art actitud del gobierno espaiiol res- 
to del convenio que afecta 4 la Isla | 


, . ha sido siempre peculiar, en 
“4 cide a8 los sacrificios del Comercio 
metropolitano.que aquel le impone, y 
\es dificil, por lo tanto, preveer lo que 
| pueda hacer aquel gobierno? 1 
\le presente una enortnnidad.” 


ae | oy re ua 
Oub: sn fa hen ona reg 
por lo que toca al' reper 
tieulos afectados por el comercio, y ter. 
mina su interesante carta volvyiendo 4 
ooRperse de nuevo en la cuestién de la 
idad con este parrafo: 
| Departamento de Estado parece 
aes aguardando una definicién mas 
pppcin de la actitud del Congreso por 
lo que toca 4 la reciprocidad de la que 
shasta ahora se conoce, Si se Nega é 
‘reimponer un derecho sobre el azticar 
crudo, cambiaré mucho lasituaciéu. La 
‘misma Comisién de Medios y Arbitrios, 
‘si bien favorece la abolicién del sis- 
tema de reciprocidad de la ley Me Kin- 
ley, no ha estudiado 4 fondo las conse- 
cuencias, ni el mejor modo de llevarlo 
4& cabo. Al Secretario de Estado se le 
abruma con preguntas sobre puntos de 
caracter internacional, y los demasem- 
pleados de ese departamento mas di- 
rectamente en contacto con asuntos de. 
reciprocidad no pueden hacer otra cosa 
que procurar el cumplimiento de las le- | 
yes vigentes con la mayor ventaja po- | 
sible para la naciénu.” 

Yo estimo muy importantes las decla- 
raciones de ese corresponsal para Jlamar 
sobre ellas la atencién de los habitan- 
tes de esa Antilla. Como se ve, priva 
en los circulos oficiales de Washington 
la creencia de que el Gobierno de K[is- 
paiia no podré nunca exigir 4 los Esta- 
| dos Unidos concesiones ventajosas pi- 
ra el comercio y la produccién penin, 
sular, 

Lo que conviene gs que nuestro Go. 
bierno esté de antemano pertrechado 
con los datos, informes, noticias y con- 
sejOS que puedan darle personas com- 
petentes en asuntos comerciales, res- 
pecto de las relaciones con los Estados 
Unidos, para cuando se presente oca- 
sién de formular otro tratado; pero no 
dar armas al contrario para que saque 
provecho de nuestra situacién, mos- 
trandole la brecha por donde penetrar 
en nuestro campo. 

En estos momentos, todo el comercio 
de esa Antilla, asi como sus hacendados 
y vegueros, deben seguir con atencion 
Ios movimientos de las piezas negras 
en el tablero arancelario de esta Rept- 
blica, 4 fin de estar prevenidos para la 
proxima jagada de las blaneas. Si los 

Estados Unidos son baen mercado pa- 
ra el aziicar y el tabaco de Caba, no se 
olvyide que Ja Isla de Cuba es un buen 
mercado para los productos y artefac-. 
tos de los Estados Unidos. 


.K, LENDAS. 
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With Despatch wo. 2076, a 


HAVANA, December 23,1895. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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From EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA of Havana, Dec.20,1895. 
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SUGAR. 


We take much pleasure in publishing the following 
letter of Mr.Frederic H.Sawyer,an authority in sugar 
matters,and who is entirely in accord with the views 
we have so often expressed in our writings On sugare 

We recommend its attentive perusal to the planters 
of this Island,believing it to have an important bearing 


on our principal iné@ustry. 


To the Editor of the DIARIO DE LA MARINA? 


Dear Sir? 


\ 


ee 
hard crisis that this market is experiencing comes 


I suppose that no body will doubt that the 


from the SUGAR TRUST having suspended the purehase of 
Cuban sugar when atthe same time it was unable to 
supply the demand from the grocers for want of stock, 


and that in consequence it brought on a real dearth 


in the sugar supply in the Eastern etates. 
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The fact is that not only were vessels despatched 


in Liverpool with sugars unbroken in bulk from the 


Phillipine islands and other parts of the East, but 


even sugars that had gone into store were reshipped 


ee ee ee Eee 


in Liverpool for NewYork. 
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Under the treaty of Reciprocity!!! the yankees, 
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through their "Rings" have been able to maintain the 
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prices of the articles they export to Cuba at the same 
point as when ened paid high duties, defrauding us of 
the benefit we should have obtained,and besides through 
the so called SUGAR TRUST,they lay down the law to the 


Cuban planters. 


Meantime the importation of European \products 
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diminishes progressively,with detriment to the customs 


- 
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revenues,with damage to the Treasury,and without ad- 


vantage to any body,excepting the Americans. 
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The pressing necessity for getting out of this 


difficulty is evident. 


Before all it is necessary to open another market 


for sugar,and there is none other possible but that of 


England. 


There sugars enter without paying duty and cane 
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sugar is preferred to beet even at a higher price. 

To make sugar suitable for direct consumption 
in the english market,it is necessary to produce it of 
a clear yellowcolor and of a large and brilliant 


grain,a very easy thing to obtain with modern sugar 


machinery. 


- 
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I have brought from lendon four samples of 


sugars,with the prices of sale,and have sent them to 


the Secretary of the Board of Planters,that all persons 
interested may #¢@ them; and I annex below the prices 
ruling for ther on the first of November last. 

I am,Sir,your obedient servant, 


FREDERIC H. SAWYER, 


Class. ~~" Priee a& 


TRINIDAD crystallized. 20/3 per quintal. $4.44 


. G@ittas ditto. : " 8s "4.38 
DEMERARA Gitta. "4.22 


GERMANY granulated "3.52 


The english pound is 7 grams less than the 
spanish pounde fas a 
The rate of sterling exchange has been reekoned 


at $4.80 of U.S8.gold to a @ sterling. 
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Tenemos rhucho gusto én publicar la 
. | sigaiente. age ee 6n del” ilastrado — 
Sr, Federic ‘H. Sawyer, tan competen- 

te en asuntos: azacareros, y muy do 
acuerdo con. lo:.que:repetidas. veces 
‘| hemos manifestado en nnestres escritos 
-| sobre atGdar, .@ieing) ah Reboresy 
Recomendamos su “atenta lectura 4 
los sefiores hacendodos por creerlo de 
| sumo interés para nuestra principal in- 
‘| Sr. Director del Drakto DE LA Marra. 
‘+ Muy Sr. mio: Supongo, que nadie 
pondré en duda que la dura crisis que 
‘testa plaza ha ;experimentado provino 
de la accién dél Sugar: Trust, suspen- 
-diendiendo toda compra-de ‘azicar'cu-- 
jbano aun cuando no podia llenar los* 
pedidos de los detallistas; yen *corise- 
cuencia hubo una verdadera escasez en 
los Estados del Este. 
El! hecho es que no solamente se des; 
pacharon.de Liverpool barcos cargados 
de aztcar de Filipinas y atros puntos del 
Oriente, sino que se reembarcé- azticar 
de la misma procedencia que estaba ya 
almacenado, con destino 4 Nueva York. 
Bajo el tratado de la Reciprocidad!!! 
los yankees, por medio. sus “Rings” 
han logrado mantener los precios de 
sus articulos exportados 4 Cuba al mig. 
mo punto que cuando pagaban dere- 
chos crecidos, defraudandonos del be- 


m 
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neficio que debiamos. obtener, y luego 
_| por sa combinacién Hamada el “Sugar 

Trust” imponen Ja ley al hacendado-cu: 
bano, Bey Teste cate a 

Mientras tanto la importacion de ar- 
ticulos de Europa disminuye progresi- 
vamente, aminorando las rentas de las 
Adnuanas y perjudicando al Tégoro, sin 
ventajas para nadie, salvo para los 
americanos, sheen | 

La apremiante necesidad de salir de 
_ esta situacién dificil, es evidente.’ . 
| Ante todo coviene abrir otro merca- 
do para el azicar, y no hay otro mer- 
cado posible m4s que el de Inglaterra. 

_ Allf entra el aziicar sin derechos y 
| 80 prefiere el azicar de cafia al de re.. 

molacha pagdndolo4 mayor precio. 
_ Para hacer aztcar , el mercédo 
inglés para consumo directo hay que 
obtener un color amarillo claro q 
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hg Pot cure. ut | arth bespatel ai BOFA 
To the Consul GPnoral ef the United States of Amoriea 


At Havan@e 


D.P/NRO A. FSTANILLO, duly licensed, importing mer- 
ehant of this City, ‘speetfully states; 

That he has imperted by the american s:-camer 
"Coretora* arrived nere from the United States on 
July 27 last,a lot of wooden fsllees which are free 
of Cuties under the ruling reeiprocity arreement 
het ween Spain and the United States signed at 
Washineton on Octeber 17,1892, and also under the ale 
phahetical Repertory published in that city which 
savs: "*Felloes, wooden, sehedule A,p»reagrapn 25." 

Aceordins to my custom house entry number 4,296, 
said felloes, corresponé to the above mentioned sehsdule, 
but ts appraiser has made the appraisement of said 
entry under schedule PN,pararraph 75, whieh is contrary 
to the provisions made by the Agreement in regard to 
wooden felloes. 

Notwithstandine having presented a petition 
(instaneis) to the Regional Governor unéer date of the 
Sth September last addueing my risht to refuse the 
payment of these unlawful duties, proeeedin:s are beings 
instituted arainst me for the eolisction of same. 

Ané that it may thus ap) ear ¥ Sion this present 


Protest for the proper effeets at Havana,December 28,1893, 
(Signed) Pedre Ant.Estanille. 


Befere me, | 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Censul General. 
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Sr.Consul Gral.de les Bstedes Unidos de America 


en la HARATIA, 


N.PRPRO AESTANILTO, comereiante import ador, debi- 


dament® matriculade en esta Plaza, respetuosamente 
expones 

Que habiendo imrortado por el vapor *meriecane 
"Saratoga", procedentes de los Estados Unidos,el que 
entre @n e@st4@ puscrto e]1 dia 27 de Julio dal corriente 
ano, una partida ce camones de madetra,los jue segzun el 
Tratado vigent* con los Estados Unidos y firmado en 
Washington en Octubre 17 Ge LE92,aparecen en el Ree 
pectorlo alfnbetico, impriso on @ljvelle misma eiudad, en 
12 pagina Sl,primer renrion y diees "*Felloes, wooden ... 
Tabla A,25", y son por cénsiguiente libres de tede 
GErecno.e 

“@gun ml declaracion numero 4.296 en esta adusana 
corresponden Giches camones 2 12 y2 mencionada pare 
tada,pero el Sr.Vista ha eraido bien hacer el aforo 
d@ 1a mencionada hoja pe la tabla P,apartade 75,1e 
que eg enteramentes contra’ A lo gue estableee con res- 
peecto 2 canones d@ madero,en @#l trateado celebrado, 
segun meneiona el Rey rio & gue se refiere,. 

Apesar de heber hecho una instancia al Exemo.Sr. 
Gobernader Regional en 5 Ge Septbre cel corriente 


ano y haber demostrado 91 Gereeno ou6e mé asiste pare 
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negarme al pago de los dereehos que injustamente se 
me quieren imponer,se me sigue ejecucion por el im- 


porte de dichos derechos. 
los efectos nese 
9 328 @e Piciambre cée 1893. 
(Firmado) Pedro Ant.8s inanillo. 


Ante mi, 


Virmado) Ramon 0.Willians, 


Consul neneral. 
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Enclesure Ne. 


With Despateh Ne. 20 £7 


HAVANA, January <3 


Copy. 
U.S.Censulate General. 


HAVANA, January 3,1894. 


To H.E.the Intendant General ef Finance 
ef the Island ef Cuba. 
Exeelleney: 

In cempliance with instruetions from my 
Gevernment and te the end ef ebtaining a faverable 
deeision beeause eonsidering it of justice,I have the 
hener te accompany fer the ecensideration ef Y.E.the 
enclesed sceukeeek ens 68 the pretest ef Mr.Pedre 
A. Estanille,merehant ef this city,against the appraise- 
ment made by the eustem heuse of this port en a let 
ef wooden fellots gmperted. from the United States 
by steamer “Saratega* en the 27th ef last July; said 
appraisement being considered centrary te the previsiogs 
ef paragraph 23,schedule A,ef the reeipreeity agreement 


between Spain and the United States. 


IT am, ete. ete. 
(Signed) Ramen 0. Williams, 


Censul General. 


elesure Ne. 
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HAVANA, January ' 1894. 


Copy. 


Censulado General 
de les Bstades Unides. 
HABANA, Enere 3 de 1894. 


Exeme.Sr.Intendente General de Haeienda de la Isla. 


Exemo.Sefier: 

En cumplimien:o de instruceiones de mi Ge- 
bierno sobre el particular y a fin de mereeer de V.E£. 
una resolucion faverable por considerarla de justicia, 
tenge la henra de acempafiar para la econsideraeion de 
V.E.la adjunta eopia certificada de la protesta de 
Den Pedro A.Estanille, comerciante de esta plaza, 
contra el afore praeticade per la aduana de este 

puerte sebre una partida de camenes de madera os pre- 


cedeneia americana impertades per vaper “Saratega* 


en 27 Ge Julio ultimo; per eonsiderar diche afere con- 


/ 
trario a le que estableee la partida 23,tabla A,del 


convenie de reciprecidad vigente entre Espafia y 


les Estades Unides. 


” 
Dies guarde a V.E.muches =2fies. 


HABANA, Baé?6 3 de 15894. 
{Signed) Ramen 0.Williams, 


Censul ceneral. 
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From EL AVISADOR COMERCIAL ef Havana, Dee.30,1895. 


sae ee & ee eee Owe 


NEW YEAR. 


189 4. 


On new commencing the review which we present 
annually te our readers,eur spirit vacilates on een- 
templating : 


x 


The Island, beside, being new divoreed from the 
markets of the peninsula,beeause they are ne lenger 
able to take ef its sugar and tebacce ecrops,is alse 
suffering frem the pevaieiies effeets ef that unjust 
and arbitrary law enacted by the mether-ceuntry, 

(the law ef commercial relations of 1882),which admits 


her preducts free inte the ports ef the colony, while 


imposing heavy duties on the entrance ef the preducts 
of the eeleny inte her perts,te which must be added 
the less te the colony ef all the Eurepean markets, 
either from the absenee ef treaties suited te eur 


situation,er as a consequence of that law,regulating se 


. . ‘unjustly eur eommereial relations to the mother 
eountry,and which permits withal the fraudulent im- 
pertation ef foreign merehandise,nationalized in 
Spain,inte the colony to the great detriment of its 


eustems revenues. 


Then, again, frem eur commereial life being elesely 
bound up with the United States,(sic) witheut this 
union afferding us any ether result than that of 
making us humble tributaries te their cemmereial great- 
ness; their indisputable strength helding us helplessly 
within their meshes;- while at the same time all the 


perts ef Latin America are clesed against us, theugh 


we buy largely ef them. 


It suffiees te say that ef the 700.000 tens of 


APR EP REOVN SEDI EERELRETE PEDERI LIF EEE TE LER S F Pe 


sugar experted by the Island during the past year, 
Spain has taken but 9.448 tons,while all the rest 
ef the European countries have beught frem us enly 
25.473 tens; thine ototan an idea efi the paucity of 


our commereial relations with Spain and the ether 


Eurep ean eeountries. 


EGA, LONER EE OLLIE IL OP 


As an edifying statement of eur ecommereial rela- 


eg +~ . 


—— 


tiens with Latin America,we have to offer the follewing 


iia a he a a a 


statisties ef eur trade with the two republics from 


which we buy our supplies ef jerked beef (tasajo): During 


a =. -— —- | 
et 


the five years,frem 1889 te date,we have imported 


3. 
frem the republies ef Buenes Ayres and Uruguay twenty 


four milliens ef quintals of jerked beef,whose value 


! 
‘ 


amounts te $23.000.000,while we have seld te those 


twe republies during the same five years the sum of 


$500.000. 


Statisties are the mest elequent of pleeders. 


Bverything we eeuld say pales befere these numbers, 


whieh, beside, give a life like pieture ef the indolence 


and ignerance ef eur mest disiinguished statesmen. 
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AVISADOR COMERCIAL 
DIARIO MERCANTIL Y POLITICO 


DIRECTOR: GABRIEL DE SANQUIRICO 
EDITORES: PULIDO Y DIAZ 


HABANA, DICIEMBRE 380 DE 1898. 


Al comenzar ‘la resea que anual- 
.| mente present&mos & nuestros lecto- 
_| res, siéntese vacilante nuestro énimo, - 
feteniocs entre el deber de consignar 
las amargas verdades que arroja una 
situacién producida por la reunidén.de 
todas las desgracias y de todos los erro 
‘|ves que pudieran contribuir al ani- 
quilamiento de una nacién, y el de 8e0, 
| por otra parte, de calmar en lo posi- 
’ | ble las profandas tristezas, la natural 
ansiedad con que se observa Ja mar- 
cha actual de log SUCeSOR. . 
Triste os decirlo: aio tras aio, des- 
de el de 1890 que dirijimos esta pu- 
blicacién, ha venido empeorando’ el 
estado de nuestro pais, agravéndose 
su sitnacién en todos los érdenes de 
la vida. La revista que publicdba- 
mos al: comenzar aquel aiio, denotaba 
fundad4mente cierta relativa tranqui- 
lidad por el porvenir; en la de 1891 
apareciax aya las evidentes sefales de 
la decadéncia; en 1892 formdbaise fa- 
tidicamegte amontonadas en él hori- 
zonte, las a nograd nubes snuncfadorse 
del desastre; en’ 1893 sent 8 gra- 
vitar toh fe nuestras cabezas, 
mosfera < dense 


‘didi pets aBct agony 
muertos los timoneles. | 
_ -El sociali 310, bajo las diferentes for- 
mas en ae’ | ostenta, invade rApida- 
mente el mun@o civilizado, amenazan- 
do la vida sdpular de : 1g stras insti- 
tuciones con todo el empuje que le 
Ya invench it whos 
}ncontrasfable del né- 
arici y debi 1d de los 
vilecimionto &: Bropio 
de las monarquile 34 rel error que pro- 
| ducen los actos vs 3 de los. anar- 
quistas. == | % ig re A cea net 


wane te - ‘a ed ~~ Le at melapen-- 
. ’ Me 
ve pian I 


fuerond nO 80n, NOS com ore hnér- 
fanos ante el mund@, tan impotentes 
para resolver aquel problema funda- 
mental que 4 todds preocupa, como 
 indecisos, débiles y médrosos para re-. 
chazar las i imposiciones del extrange- 
‘To, y aun para castigar los insultos 
que se dirijen 4 nuestra -bandera. 
Sometido nuestro gobjerno é la po- 
litica internacionsl que marca la des- 
medida ambicidnde lacada de Austria, 
traza su marcha vacilanté por opues- 
to camino al qué de consmno aconse- 
jan la razon y los sentimi ntos de una 
Nacién Latina; rechazande peer 
temente las egtrechas ¢ @nzas que 
nos brindan log pueblos ht manos y 
acojiendo en cambio con fraternal ca- 
tiio 4 los que, por juro detheredad, 
fueronsiompre ¥ serén nuest ros ene- 
Y asi, por ‘esta causa, ae vemos 
desamparados, olvidados en un ri 
con del mundo, solos para s@stener 
nuestros dérechos ante una pacién | 
bérbara, cayos inauditos. atrdpel 
sostienen hearse mismos ali 


tos; aélos owe desenvolver nue ; 
industriag, que arrastran misera vide 
sometidag siempre al poder despéti 


co de lag:demés naciones. 


de nscuiiiviamehie & la suapettbaall “ 
que sefiala nuestra vida internacional 
porque mo es posible suponer qué 
16 mantiene el honor y la cons. 
ia de la nacidn ante las demds,, 


oe com rantah para estab 


ee | as 


att con la Bas 

mientras tanto, nuestra y 

cha de vinos se halla algal n 
cedida & precios ruinosos, ce 

para ell@“los puertés” 46 “todos” 168 
mereados\extranjeros; y adquirimos 4 

| fuerza de Dro las materias primas pa- 
ra industrias, y como conse-: 
cuencia, los cambios se elevan y. el 


e Sop proce ‘de it por. 


“ Estos 0 a 
i uarag m ro. princi ' 


con cuya d 

rece ‘qué. trat 

‘yos, 4 las tender 

alientan seomintdinly fetite er estas sk 
tadas provinalee: A 

No participan & al Jos partidos po- , 
liticos de las’ ve ia? jas que bri 
poder; pero en cangbio sienten todos’ 
las consecuencige p los errores pro- 
ducidos por los degaciertos del go- 
bierno 8 premg¢. * 

Entre ie m sid. p rrores que .8e- 
fialan Ta nie del gabinete “éefial,’ 
surgié la- creencia on el énimo'. del 
mifistro dé Ultramar, @e qié'éra pre- 
ciso remover los funda 1entos eu — 


4 a 


establecer nn acuerdo ¢ v tas - 
veniencias de la hacion | a | 


las leyes patriag. 4. cnuestmas costum- 
bres, concedié nueva y potente vida 4 
la tendencia‘especislista, tt itando de 
ahogar ¢1 espiritu de, asi ile 
mantiene aqui viva, la: re por nderan- 
cia de nuestras leyes, afianzant vs 
tra solidarided con Ja patra 
contramios hoy, como resultado 
sarig ‘de & ese mopnpebibie e id 


: dades que 2 dividen é&.los que sie! ipre 
sostuviéron como primer ideal l@in- 
tegridad, esperan tranquilamente Jos 
efectos de la politica desatentada ¥ 
Gobierno. : 
| Batts ee le Bituacién & ¢ que: en i'n 4 
fera_ politica, nos ha conducido el Go- 
bierno actual, ti 

En el terreno eccndémico esta oft P 

a 


a 


Bun peor, st cabe. mes : 
Divorciados en primer término del 
Hoomirelo nacional, con el que no po- 
| demos cambiar nuestros mds valiosos 
productos, y' sufriendo al propio tiem= 
po los perniciosos efectos de una ley 
injusta y arbitraria, que sdlo conside- ; 
ra, espaholas las importaciones penin- 
sulares y hiéga esta cualidad & los 
productos de las provincias. cubanas; 
divorciados de todo. el comercio euro- 
peo, ya por la falta de ‘Tratados que © 
se adapten 4 nuestro estado presente, 
ya por las consecuencias de aquella 
misma Ley, que al regular con tal in- 
justicia nuestras relaciones mercanti- 
les con la patria, favorece la introduc- 
cién fraudulenta de las mercancias’ 
extranjeras en esta Isla, anulando 
nuestra renta de Aduanas; y ligada 


‘ 


aida: nedpscpescee: itt mee 
tado que el de. convertimos en hu- 
mildés’ ' tribtitarins’ de ‘ese gigante 
consumidor, cuya indisputable supe- 
rioridad dontina & su ‘antojo nuestro. 
mercado. y acaba. ‘de reducirlo 4 Ja 
més vergonzosa impotencia; y fitial- 
mente, para redondear esa portentosa 
obra, econdémica, entre cuyas redes se | 
consumen nuestras fuetzas producto-' 
ras, tenemos cerrados los. pyertos de | 
la América latina, de ios cuales sin 
embargo, recibimos valiosas produc- 
duceiones, que acaban de saldar rui- 
nosamente nuestra balanza mercantil. 

~ LOs ‘siguientes datos” sconomicos” 
nos darén una idea de la envidiab 
situacién que guardamos al sear 
ele siio 1894. 


' 
* 
ye 
“ 
* 


Uy una disminucién i 
en este aiio de.’ 183,895 
Y sin e argo solo RINE Be 
de exi cia en igual fe# """ * 
cha dé 1892 /- 16,000 
Mientras hi y tenemos. 1.8. 216,000 


Acusandow i amenioen on- 

tra, de:. 3... ~&..- 200,000 

Quedan autpor vender de la za- 
fra pasada oe sacés centrifuga y 
14,000 de miel. * 

Hay que anad éftan desastrosos 


datos, que hemot i ve adido nuestra ul- 
tima zafra 46 y £ - @, mientras que 


en 1892 ‘oafea, lo precios de 6} y 66. 


Veamos ahora fe perspectiva quo 
se nos presenta. ¢ { | 

Un aumento ef nttestra produccién 
de 200,000 tongladag; otro aumento 
en la cosecha Burope& de 700,000 to- 
neladas; una disminu@on en el con- 
sumo de los Estados Or hidos, que se 
calcula en 108,000 toneladas, 

‘Sumémosfon estos ¢ latos la situa- 
cién en quese hallan nudgtros hacen-_ 
dados, que flespues de hak re invertido. 
cuantiosa { simas en la instalacién de 
nuevos api ratos, se encuegtran hoy 
sin Tecuysos,, sin Bancos ge se los 
faciliten-y con el dinero al - y 14%, 
y digasenos si hay exageracic pen las : 
quejas que consignamos y en kas cul- 
pas que hacemos recaer pean: " 1 go- 
bierno que, apesar de tales y tan en- 
contrados elementos como se of pnen 
4 nuestro desarrollo, mantiene céprs 
dos para nuestras” producciones 
puertos dela nacién. 

Baste decir que de las 700,000 & 

das ane hemos exportado, sélo 8 


=| 
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oS 
Ps : y 


; 3 - * . 
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evi 
aa pei 
ae - Me 
. hy gosrds fs 
# que | a 


We j 4 a8 J com 
Bala za i qerc Cs anti 


‘Veamos ahora, para adquirir una 
@ de wuéstras relaciones con | la 
él tréfido que soste+ 


“nemos con dos repiiblicas de las que 


“{mportamos an arficulo de~ gran con- 


| 


sumo; eltasajo.r: «f/f 1) ) 
cinco aiios, desde 1889 Kain la 
fecha; hemos impoitado de~ias rept- 
blicas, Argentina y del Uruguay 24 
Hones de: ‘quitital 6s de'tasajo, euyo 
r asciende, ‘término medio, ~4 8 
millon y lientos exportar 
do & | $s ports f 
lor de $500,000, jen los cinco aios! 

La elocuencia de los nameros, es la 
més fuerte y valiosa de las argumen- 
taciones. Cuanto pudiéramogs decir 
palideceria al Jado, de esos datos arit- 
méticos, que marcaa la indolencia® y 
el total desconocimiento de la’ reali- 
dad en que. yiven nineg ios | re 


estadistas. 
‘ers i una por uns examinamos nueg- 


- 
e™ 


aa ma ae, = — + a 


af AT mercantilés ‘con ¢ 

: nia, en. todas. liallaremos el. 
eenl ade, 6) désastre qué merce 

inex6rablemente 1/, bancarrota. 
os en Pm! vna -ojeada obre 


cepciones -la ignorancia y Ala codicia, 


a3 'tépablicas por va- 


y obtenidreipos él cuadro ¢ binipleto de 


nuestra sitwacién alter pia 3 sho 
de gracia,deas9o 


5¢Qué hate ehGobiverno/miéntras tank: 


to? jOh! se preécups dgl nombramien- 
to de General e@ Jefe/para el ejército 
de Africa, trata’¢ > cqnciliar 4 dos Ge- 


“nerales “que, se lo Ai putan, y. cuando 
se ha decidido pogel uno; que al de- ' 


cir de las. meer ® hs ‘abl es el sum- 
mum. de todas la . rer 
uh préaitiatio J a! to ta Tolaborejas' 
unmoro y. ;.c@lorin cologau .. el.honor 
nacional, tos salle trée mutilados de 
nuestros gt ITETON, los : 1g 
tos hechog 

mantener fr ejéreiio de 240 

bres, todg eso es baladi y 5G, TESO 

ra amistg say tranquilamente sor 


cuand llegue 4 Ma:ruecos. 


Asifentramas ga 1894," 
Sai ud y prosperidad 4 aucetrodi 


ew Seanad *' 
4 
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Enelesure Nes 
With Despateh Neo. 


HAVANA » January 
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COPY. 
Brooklyn, April 14,1879. 
Dear Friend: 
I have before me yeur very interesting letter 


ef the 5th instant,and my attention is partieularly 


CPSP ee ere we OP > 


ealled te your observations in relation to the present 
searcity and high priee ef tasajo,or jerked beef,in 


the eity ef Havana. 


In elden tigmes,the course ef fereign trade,allewed 
Cuba to purehase one peund ef jerked beef in Buenes 
Ayres,in exchange fer the value of one pound ef Cuban 
sugar,worth in Havana,8 reals,er $1 per arreba of 


25 pounds. 


But new,in eonsequenee ef the variation in the 
course of fereign trade,in plaee ef 8 reals per 
arreba,it cests 30 reals er $3.75 geld,te bring an 


arreba of 25 pounds of jerked beef frem the River 


Plat@’ te Havana. 


At the time te whieh I refer,and net se very 


far baek either, good refining sugar was seld in 
Havana at @ reals er $1,per arreba ef 25 pounds, with 
the exehange,during the shipping seasen at 5 per cent 


disceunt. Therefere,an arreba ef sugar in Havana, 
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Ze 


was worth abroad,a value in exchange equivalent te 
— $1.05 /¥,as deduced frem the follewing formula: 
If 95 eents gold in Havana yield 100 cents in bills 
ef exehange én fereign markets,what amount of exehange 
will yield 100 cents gold in Havana’? 


- S65 33. ok Se 1.05=-256 


~—“But teeday the price of good refinine sugar,in 

plaee of being at 8 reals per arreba,has fallen te 5 
reals er 62 Yr. eents per arreba; and besides, bills 

ef exchange,instead of being at 5 per cent diseeunt, 

have risen te 9 per cent premium. Thus the value in 
exchange ef the arroba of sugar at 62 2 eents,with 
exehange at 9 per cent premium,is reduced te .57.54 eents ; 


vis? i109 $3 100 : xX = 057.34 


There results,therefere,a difference of value 
in exchange against the Island,between the twe periods, 
ef .47.92 in less fer the purchasing power ef eaeh 
arroba of sugar: 


Proof: =- Ist period 1.05-26 


2nd sg 37°34 difference .47-92 


Jerked beef fer Cuba is purehased,either in exe 
change fer cargees ef wines,elives,eils,seap and ether 
merehandise sent from Bareelena and ether spanish 


perts te the River plate,er fer sugar and rum shipped 


from Cuba tethe same plaee. 
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Se 
Years age the vessels from Spain,after selling 
their eargees in Buenes Ayres,and Mentevicdeo, employed 
the proceeds in the purchase of jerked beef, which 
they eid in Havana er Matanzas,and the proceeds of 
this was remitted in bills ef exehange upon Lenden, 


or Spain. 


These same vessels then took eargees ef sugar for 
the various ports ef yurepe. At their ports ef dis- 
eharge they took freight for Spain,if they happened te 
diseharge in ether European ports; but if Spain had 
been their destination,they returned leaded directly 
baek to the River Plate countries and thence te Havana, 
and from hence again to Burepe. You will therefore 
readily pereeive that the Island of Cuba was the 


pivotal point around which revelved this cireuit er 


system of voyages. 


But such a state of affairs was unnatural and 


ferced, being based upon an unreciproeal instead of 


reeiproeal proteetion; that is te say: in plaee ef 


ene hand washing the other,one hand alene washés 
beth, ——, there being in this a great difference. 
Without searching into the causes,we have te-day 


the tangible fact that Eurepe,which only produced in 


1858,100.000 tens ef beet root sugar,has made in 


1878, 1.428.000 tons. 


46 

The consequences of this fact have been, that, the 
production ef Europe being se creat: that in Place of 
taking from Cuba,80 per eent of its crop,as befere the 
rebellion in the United States, during which the 
Leuisiana erop was tetally destreyed, Europe new only 
‘takes from Cuba 6 te 8 per cent of the Island's ex- 
perts,and for the want ef any other market the Island 
is forced te send the remaining 90 te 92 per eent to 


the United States. 


At this point,there comes into actien,in detriment 
beth te Spain and Cuba,anether force. 


When Spain modified her celonial system,that is, 


when she abolished those laws which kept out fereign 


traffie from her colenial possessions,she still pre-e 


served a semi-colonial system. 


She allewed her colonies te sell freely te 
fereigners,but net te buy freely frem them. In erder 


to feree the Colonies to buy from the Peninsula and 


te carry their importations in Spanish bettems, the 


the system ef differential duties was enaeted. 


‘But the United States retaliated,se far as its com~ 
merece was affeeted by enactment of. the law ef 1834, 


[ 
which imposed retaliatery duties upen all merchandise 


imported from Cuba and Perte Rice:in Spanish vessels. 


By this means a tariff war was inaugurated between 


Spain and her celonies,and the United States, which,like 


all ether wars,when human wisdem does net restrain them, 


5. 
will continue until the weakest of the contestants is 


ruinede 


We have arrived new at such a peried of the 
tariff war,when the United States is no longer injured, 


end when it must finish only with the total destruction 


of the cemmerce of Spain and of her twe colonies. 


Taking up again.the thread ef our subjeet: The 
effeets of the tariff war between the differential 


duties ef Spain in Cuba and Perte Rice,and the re- 


taliatery duties ef the American Unien,are new much 
more destruetive than what they have been during any 


ef the fermer perieds of their existence. 


When Europe consumed 60 per cent ef Cuba’s experts, 


it was not difficult Per Spanish vessels to keep up 
the jerked beef trade between Buenes Ayres and Cuba, 
without sensibly inereasing the price ef the article 
in Havana. Beeause,at that time there were always 
ready in this pert eargees of sugar fer Spain, and 
ether ports ef Eurepe,at remunerative freights, and 
there was therefore,no interruption te the eireuit 


in the jerked beef trade; en the contrary,the cireuit 


Was continuous. 


But this state of things is changed. Europe 


no longer takes 80 per eent ef Cuban preducts: cense- 
quently Spanish vessels upen their arrival in Cuba, 


from Buenes Ayres ne longer find cargees ef sugar 
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ready in Havana,er Matanzas,to ship to Eurepeg~ Cuba 


is ebliged te export te the United States,and as 


Spanish vessels eannet carry suger te the United 


States en account ef the retaliatery duties of ten 


per cent ad-valorem already mentioned; they have 


te return te their perts of departure in ballast, 


er come to the United States,alse in ballast, seeking 


freights there for Europe enly, beeause the effeets eof 
the retaliatory law prevent them from returning te 
Cuba,laden from the United States. You will therefore 
pereeive,that in either ene ef the other case, there is 
an interruption in the jerked beef trade,which breaks 
the eentinuity ef the eireuit.e. This censiderably in~ 


creases the cost ef bringing that article te Cubae 
hd 


The second way of purchasin«: jerked beef fer 
Cuba,eonsists in shipping sugar and rum from Havana, 
er ether Cuban perts,te the River Plate,and with the % 
preceeds to purchase it there. This nhc ssverwbeun: ; 


meets with the same diffieulties as the ether. 


Leng befere Cuba was a sugar grewing country, 


Brazil supplied Buenes Ayres and ether Argentine 


markets with the sugar they required. 


Brazil predueces now sugar at a less cest of 
preductien than Cuba,and cempetes with that Island 


in the markets ef New Yerk and Lenden. 


Cuba is situated in abeut 22° latitude nerth, 


Te 
and Buenes Ayres abeut 35° latitude seuth. The tetal 
distanee between the two,being 57°,and as much more 


for the return trip,the real navigatien is 114° ef 


latitude. 


Rie Janeire in Brazil,is in 22° Seuth ~ distanee 


te Buenes Ayres (35° Lat.Seuth) er,difference between 
beth plaees,13:,<= 26" fer the round trip. phe dif- 
ferenee ,therefere,between the twe veyages,that ef 
Havana,and that ef Rie de Janeiro,,is 88fef latitude, 
which,multiplied by the 69 geographical miles ef the 
degree,makes a distance ef the respeetable sum ef 

6072 geegraphical miles against Cuba,in her competi- 
tien with Brazil,fer the sugar market ef Buenos 

Ayres. It is evident,that the wages ef officers and men, 
the rations and supplies for the voyage,interest ef the 
capital represented by the vessel ete.,must be added 

te the eest of gerked beef,as the Cuban sugars upen 
their sale in Buenes Ayres have te bear these expenses 


in the cempetitien with Brazil in its trade with 


the River plate. 


Thus we see, that thanks te the retaliatery 
duties ef the United etates,Brazil ebtains creat ad-~ 
vantages upen selling sugar in Buenes Ayres,at the same 
time making it mere difficult as tne te supply 
jerked beef te Cuba in Spanish bottems. Te all ef 


this,must be added the high rate ef exehange. 


Te these eauses must be attributed the unfavorable 


8. 


alteration in the relatien between the twe articles,-=- 


sugar and jerked beef in Havana,which instead ef being 


in the ratio ef 1 pound ef sugar te 1 pound ef jerked 
beef,as in former years,is new 6.54 pounds ef sugar, 
fer ene pound ef jerked beef. 


Preeft .57-84 3: 3.75 1: 6.54 


New,if the milkmen,greengrocers,or other dealers 
ef the Ciensga,Puentes Grandes,Marianae,and Caaktarranas, 
after selling their milk, vegetables ete. in the 
"Plaza del Vaper",were obliged by law te empley the 
proceeds ef their sales,and go ‘te Matanzas te purehase 
riee,te Guines fer beef,or te Madruga er pemba fer 
bread,with the purpese ef protecting the sellers of 
these articles, at the cost ef these poor farmers,nae 
turally,the pewer ef purehasing with the preceeds of 
their milk, vegetables ete. would be much decreased; 
nevertheless, this is exaetly what happens by ebliging 
the planter te submit te the differential impert duties, 


enacted fer the speeial preteetion ef the manufacturers, 


wine-grewers and shipowners ef Spain,as is new elearly 


demonstrated by the results. 


Te examine inte the present situation ef Cuba, 
it is essential in erder te reach exact results, 
always te bear in mind the guiding principle that: 
“the experts ef Cuba,plus her imperts, ferm 
"the unity ef cemparisen,either in analysis, 


"er in synthesis,and that all taxes,ef all 


Se 
"“dGeneminations ceme exclusively out ef Cuba's 
"experts,- her sugar,melasses and tebacce" - 


beeause with her experts out she buys her imperts 


in, and the higher the taxes,the less purehasing power 


her experts have in exchange for her imperts. 


I have knewn many persens in Havana,who eeuld 


net cemprehend that the impert duties,colleeted at the 


Custem Heuse,come out ef the experts,and net eut ef 


the imperts,and among them,the editer ef ene ef the 


daily jeurnals,and several fereign merehants. 


The problem is, hewever,very simple. 


The stevedere works on the Mole fer $2 a day; 


with these wages he buys his food,clething and ledging. 


In this ease,the $2- ferm his expertation, and the 


foed,elething and iedging,constitute his impertation, 


which he pays fer with his daily twe dellars. There- 


fere,his impertation springs from his expertatien. 


Tre physieian and the lawyer sell their prefessienal 
services te the publie under the name of fees. There- 
with, they purchase the supplies ef their families. 


These fegs,represent their experts,and the supplies 


of the family their imperts. 


“in the same manner Cuba sells sugar,melasses 


he belted Maced Ne SP ROY TF ET ee ee eee HF PC PAO ORR Oa Aeron. turers Me Or 


and tobaece,and purchases with the money obtained 


from the sale ef these articles, fleur, previsions, 


elething,iren ete. It is evident alse,that sugar, 


molasses and tobaece are her experts,and the fleur, 
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provisions ete.,her imperts. Ig is alse evident that 


the heavier the tax is,upon the articles of importa- | 


tion,a less ameunt ef them ean be purehased by the 


neath 


corresponding articles ef exportation, and the easier 


that such taxes are made,the greater is the purehasing 


pewer of the exports. 


This subjeet ef differential duties is net a new 
one. Time was when they were practiced in Spain by 
aneient Carthage, when Spain itself was a colony ef 
Certhage. The study ef this subjeet will demenstrate 
that these very differential duties,then practieed by 
Carthage,were the pewerful ally ef Reme in these wars 
which terminated with the censummatien ef the fameus 


sayins: “Delenda est Carthage". 


Differential duties were alse established by 
England in her Nerth American celoenies, where they 
terminated in that war ef Independenee which gave 
beins te the United States. 

They were likewise put in praetiee by Franee,and 
by England in Canada,and in the West Indies; but ex~ 
perienee brought wisdem and they were completely 
abelished. 

Whereever they are established,they preduce dis~ 
turbaneces, fer they never develep,but always deplete 
the strength ef a natien,en the same prineiple that 


diminishing @ quantity in its square reot,deereases 
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the area ef the corresponding square. 


This is ah almest exhaustless subjeet, and almest 
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at every mevement ef the pen,new incidents eceur, 
worthy each ef a separate diseussien. If I had 
imagined upen commencing my letter, the develepaent 
it would take,I sheuld net have written it to weary 


you with its lengthe 


I trust that yeu will net engage deeply in any 
business invelving future ebligatiens; fer the pers~ 


peetive ef Cuba is far frem pleasant. I contemplate 


it with pain,but what can we de,if the people will 


have it se; there is ne ether remedy but te leave them 
in their caprice until experience comes te teach them 


wisdom. 
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Enclosure No.1. 

With Despatch No LOEG, 

HAVAN A Janvary ath, 1894, 

OOP Xx, Ship "HAMILTON FISH"? 
HAVANA ,January $rda,189. 

Ramon 0,Williams, Esa: 

U.S.Consul General, 

at HAVANA. 

Sir: 

In reply to your inquiries in reference to shipment 
of crew on board of Ship "HAMILTON FISH",under my com- 
mand,I beg to inform you that having shipped my crew in 
the same way on my last voyage from New York to this port 
and baek to Philadelphia,in accordance tc See: 4511 of 
the Act of Congress, (Revised Statutes,) I ensidered that 
I was acting in aeecordance to law on this present voyage 
after getting advice from eustoms officials at Philadel- 
phia and learning from them that it wes not necessary to 
ship before a Commissioner on short voyages, I acted @s 
on the previous voyage,and in no way intendeing to in- 


fringe upon the law, 


Trusting that this explanation will be s 


- 


[I am,Sir,very res pectfully 
Your obedient servant, 


a4 
ae 2 iyi ’ 
i) ~- 


AN Tf 


: 


nt) aaa ase: west te ecb Ria RF aster ao ER tay 2 
— I 1 Mas Sp tis Lag go PROR imes reF Sue - e ¢ igh " . 1 abe 


= 5 pian ons!<Saecligemnnemidlantins: sESa?. he tallied ap 


tc Tite 6 ag ili 8, eon eae 


0s ERR, aI PE GOO TNE IA ALL OE 


gee Me ee mt 


SM re 5 safle BONG PCT Cots ah 


A 
Fe 


- 


rity! 


re 


~ cet a a tena RIP A AES < 


SS SA ARE QTE el RDA PROM Bes BB 
. ~ , R a wi 


2 Rat ome ec oo 


catapuabenecenepltatia 


pn wor woke et ORE Ee wt aienircky Mone tomas 


eats he ar EP adie 04 


an cence PE SPs 


WAY syria Bie a BOD F 


a 


War ae ie © ON ee i 8S PE PELE S OR SPREADS» 9 Rall 


=o Sea : ; . = * ES ES 


oe 


3 
<7 
2.5 
af 7 
Pts 4 
* oe 
z 
re. 
* 
ig 
f 


nop Coen Se ee ee iter : - we 
Pn eet el oe a wher rn! ae ante a in aC ate aCe ates BIE? 
a el lca ce te ieee hata eta tan SR se TR EE EE RSE 2 one he CTE OF eT E Soe Nicky Am, Olin Sper ce kd SIRS rey hw 
= 


OPC RE MO Ase 


19 ne ead emda ean eae ge Stalin: Sioa 


Ce a a ae 


ent. 


8 
b 


Catitud 


a ITH a OF a w 
catntenisidiaris on - het 


"ae ; ae aiges . ee a i ‘ . ee Om nenaetoe ne — te * 
a ERE AE ESS EE. Cet Pte aah eae o AAP GA pindr> acid S - ee ean cng mater ot) ate et 
m Ssheeiins Sot a SR Ey a eae 5a “ oe . Sn . . ie +t ; ~ 1 
’ ‘ : . » —s i P - on bE ok Ge ane Pee os > * 
Ries tr a eee oh z rs Tr eo . & : ‘ < + eon oor re _ Cees 
" sine Sigil) i — - 4 - 7 — ve - ' re = * ws < . Pet oe 63 
one on es et nape a No = MLE Js . ee ” - tijnithnat-+ wegeengeaitlegnpine 


Seca eee lle sini AARNE Sr igh > RE RPA NC 
re re ee fietnatoer een - REET NTN OS LOOT OU mdtecajcutll danse shneetahahdnisivn: Acne 


ee ponent 


¥ ee 
pees 
Ee 


- 
» & 
‘ 
- 
+ oa 
ag 
‘3 
i 
ip 
i 
Tt 
>. 
ie F 
: = 
> 


Tr RNR oA EA MRE eb Brot a RS : ont a wail + a ap , 4 RAs ssa 
* - = aie apich cape: ig epeenlase - ad Shing ee i oto eee : are a apes iN =o . > or ee. 


(% 


Se 
S *a +? 


ie IOAN Peery als a 


Se 


—— 
7 . 


_Enelesure Ne. 7. ‘ 


imo 66. 


HAVANA, January Se 1894, 


aan =e ee oe bee oe oe oe oe oe an oe — S oe ee oe SS ae oa ae ~~ = = -_— 


With Despateh No. 


Translation. 
U.S.Consulate General. 


HAVANA, January 5,1894. 
To H.£.the Governor General of the Island of Cuba. 


Exeelleney: 
Complying with the general instruetions of 
my Government,and with reference to the eonversation 
I had the honor to hold with Y.£E., yesterday, respeeting 
the arrest of Mr.Luis Mayolin and Mr.Jose Menendez 
Nufiez,citizens of the United States,now held for trial 
by the military jurisdietion, upon supposed eonneetion 
with a late attempt at disturbance of the public peace 
in the vicinity of Santa Clara,I have to ask in the 
name of my Government that Y.E.be pleased to order 
the strict observanee of the agreement of the 12th 
of January,1877,in the trial of these american eitizens, 
article first of whieh whaehdes thats 
"No citizen of the United States residing 
“in Sapin,her adjacent islands,or her ultramarine 
"possessions, charged with aets of sedition, 
"treason or eonspiracy against the institutions, 
"the publie security,the integrity of are 
“territory or against the supreme Government,or 


"any other erime whatsoever shall be subjeet to 


f 
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"any exeeptional tribunal, but exelusively by 


“ordinary jurisdietion,exeept injthe ease of 


"being captured with arms in hand". 


But inasmuch as these men have not been eaptured 
with arms in hand in any attempt against the sovereignity 
of Spain in this Island,I have likewise to solicit that 
Y.E.be pleased to inhibit the military jurisdiction 
from eognizanee of their eases,ordering that their 
trial be transferred to the ordinary jurisdiction, 
with the right of the aecused to appoint advocates, 
solicitors and notaries for their defense before the 
eorresponding eourt in aecordance with article 7 of 


the treaty of the 27th of Oetober of 1795 between Spain 


and the United States. 


I heve the honor to be with the greatest respeet 
Your Exeelleney's most obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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H AVANA, January J” 189 4. 
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Copy. 
Consulado General de los 
Estados Unidos. 
HABANA, Enero 5 de 1894. 
Exemo.Sefior Gobernador General de la Isla de Cuba. 
Exemo.Sefior: 
Cumpliendo con instruceiones generales de 


mi Gobierno,y eon referencia a la eonversaeion que tuve 


la honra de sostener ayer con V.E.,respeeto al arresto 


de Mr.Luis Meyolin y Mr.Jose Menendez Nufiez, ciudadanos 
amerieanos,sometidos a la jurisdiceion militar para 
ser juzgados por supuesta conniveneia con una reciente 
tentativa eontra la seguridad publiea en las inmedia- 
eiones de Santa Clara,tengo que pedir a V.E.en nombre 
de mi Gobierno se sirva mandar se cumpla estrictamente, 
en el enjuieiamiento de estos eciudadanos americanos, 
econ lo que estableee el articulo primero del eonvenio 
de le de Enero de 1877,e1 eual dice que: 
"Ningun eiudadano de los Estados ynidos re- 
"sidente en Espafia,sus islas adyaeentes o sus 
"posesiones en Ultramar,aeusado de aetos de se- 
"dicion,infidencia o iieinedtiin duxbid las 
"instituciones,la seguridad publiea,la integridad 


"del territorio o eontra el Gobierno eupremo,o 
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"de eualquier otro crimen,podra ser/sometido a 
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"ningun tribunal exeepcional, sino exclusivamente 
"a la jurisdieeion ordinaria, fuera del easo en 


"que sea @Ogido con las armas en la mano". 


Mas,por evanto estos individuos no han sido cap- 


turados eon armas en la mano en ninguna tentativa eontra 
C 


2 


@y 


la soberania de Bspafia en esta Isla,tengo asimismo que 


sOlicitar de V.E.se sirva inhibir a la jurisdieceion 
militar del econocimiento de estas eausas,ordenando su 


traslado a la jurisdieceion ordinaria,asistiendo a los 


ef was 
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procesados el derecho de nombrar abogados,procura- 
dores y notarios para su defensa ante el tribunal 
competente,de aeuerdo con lo prevenido por el artieulo 
7 del tratado de 27 de Oetubre de 1795 entre Espafia y 


los Estados Unidos. 


Tengo el honor de suseribirme de V.E.ato.8.8.qebeSom 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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Chieago,January 3,1894. 
Ramon 0.Williams, Esq. 
Ameriean Consul, 
; Havana, Cuba. 
Dear Sir? 

For some little time,until within the past 
six or seven months,we were doing a large business in 
ear loads of eanned meats sréeneved in eans, shipped 
to your eity. Very suddenly the question of duties 
on the goods came up. We were shut out by the 
eustom house authorities deelaring the goods eould 
not be admitted free,and can not possibly imagine how 
sueh a econelusion eould be reaehed, the result, however, 
being that we have not shipped a ease of eanned meats 
to Havana sinee last April. In the meantime we have 
been in regular communieation with our Havana agent, 
Mr.J.S.Villalba,who says with all his efforts he can do 
nothing,as the custom house authorities insist on 


the duty being paid. Mr.Villalba has a eopy of "The 


Commereial Arrangement between the United etates 


and Spain for Cuba and Porto Rico*and “Reeiprocity with 


Spain*, mand peg to eall your attention to the several 
sehedules and numbers relating to eanned meats pre- 


served being admitted free,which Mr.Villalba ean 


Pre Ss es * it : 
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' 


oint owt to you. Kindly investigate the matter at 


your earliest eonvenienee,letting us know the result 


of your eonelusion and oblige. 
Yours truly, 
Libby,Me.Neill and Libby, (Ine.) 


W.H.Bunker. 


Hae 


2 


tt 


s 


- —— _—— _—— ti a. -" . a 


= See inte it 


ee a eer 


3Rp ASSISTAN'PPECRETARY, | 


JAN’ 16 1894 | 


Slated I Lave 20a Lhe. 


Enelosure No. 


With Despateh No. 9090, 


HAVANA, january 8,1894. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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From LA DISCUSION of Havana, Jany.5,1 
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TELEGRAM. 


MADRID, Jan.5,1894. 


The Couneil of Ministers has aceepted the resigna- 
tion presented by Mr.Puga,Governor of the Spanis 


Bank of the Island of Cuba. 
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LA DISCUSION' 


DARIO POLITICO 
HABANA 5 DE ENERO DE 1894. 


POR EL CABLE. 


"SERVICIO PARTICULAR 


LA DISCUSION. 


‘MADRID 


ENERO 5 

PUGA | 

El Consejo de Ministros ha; 

aceptado la dimisién presentada 

por el sefior Puga, Gobernador|' 

del Banco Espafiol de la isla de 
Cuba. 


Gonsulate-Ceneral, of the United State 
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HAVANA’, January 1894, 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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From EJ], DIARIO DE LA MARINA of Havana, Jan.6th, 1894. 


eee eee ee ee ee ee ee 


EXPOSITION of the Chamber of Commerce of Barcelona 


to the Prime Minister of Spain on the present commereial 


relations between the Peninsula and Cuba and Porto Réeo. 


EXCELLENCY: 
The Chamber of Commeree of Bareelona 
has the honor to address itself to Y.£. manifesting, 
that by reason of circumstanees not unknown to the 


Ministry, Spanish commeree,once so prosperous and flour- 


ishing,has gone on lessening its sphere of aetion till 


it is now reduced,thanks to what are eailed the laws 

of commereial relations,to the dircet traffie of the 
Peninsula with our Ultramarine provinces. The perusal 
of the statistics carries to the already pessimistie 
soul the conviction that to save the country's ecom- 
meree,to favor the merehant marine,and to find a eons- 


tant vent for the products of our industry,it,is 
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necessary to remove the obstaeles now Obstrueting 


the commereial relations of Spain with its Colonial 


provinces,whereby their bonds of union may be strength- 


ened with the removal of all causes of complaint. 


A reciprocal coastwise trade between the Penin- 
sula and the Ultramarine provinces must rest on (1) 
natural affeetion,(2) equality and justiee. But if aéd- 
ministrative regulations prevent this,cheeking and 
eounterseting the purposes for which they are designed, 
establishing instead a regular system founded on injus- 
tiee and inequality,it is clear that the results . 


sought by eoastwise trade must be very different from 


what was intended. 
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The island of Cuba complains, and its complaints 
are indeed worthy of attention,against the creation 
of a coastwise trade beneficial exelusively to the 
trade of the mother-eountry,and now points im proof .of 
its assertion to the patent faet,showing that while 
there is alarge importation into that island of 
peninsular products,in vessels arriving there with 
full serenés under the Nation*s flag,there is no iia: 
portation of Cuban products to the mother-eountry,or 
if any,it is so meagre that our vessels on returning 


must do so almost empty; and were it not that the 
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greater number load in Cuban ports for the United 
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States,they would have to return in ballast to the 
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ports of departure in the Peninsula. 
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It must be remembered that eireumstances have 
brought about the dependence of the trade of that 
Island on the market of the united States,though in a 
temporary and momentary manner,while the present reei- 
proeity agreement lasts. Por notwithstanding the 
injury inflieted by that agreement on the trade of the 


mother-country,the island of Cuba does not derive all 
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the profit from it that eould be hoped,beeause of the 
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contingencies surrounding that international agreeement , 
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from the time it was concerted. Two years have trans- 


JP WSIS ek PS 


pired since its commencement,and no one confidés in 
its prolongation after the expiration of the term of 
five years,promised by the United States government to 


the Company of American Sugar Refiners (sic). The 
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future, therefore,of spanish west indian commeree is 


anything but flattering,nor is its present state at 


all satisfaetory. 


rf the eauses of this bad state of affairs are 
inquired into,it will be at onee observed that the 


former exportation of Cuban sugars to the Peninsula has 
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become reduced to its present low point, because of the 


Ea 


actumulative effeets of a sueceession of administrative 


and legislative errors. 


The spanish west indies on seeing the market of 


the united States opened to them by the reeiprocity 


agreement,saw at the same time that of the mother- 


eountry elosed against them. And this is so elear 
that no other proof is needed for its demonstration 
than the statisties themselves. Near 90.000 tons of 


guek 
sugar were exported from Cuba and Porto Rico to the 


Peninsula,while the amount mow is insignificant. 


And here the observation oceurs:- If the foreign 
sugar imported into the Peninsula is of seant importanee, 
because impeded by the high rate of duty,if Cuba and 
Porto Rieo send seareely any either,and the penin- 
sular faetories producing but little,judging from 
the small revenues collected from them by the Govern- 
ment,how is the demand supplied, whieh far from ai- 


minishing is progressively increasing? 


rhis fact well deserves a preferent attention. 
Not only our commerce suffers by the paralization of 
the west indian traffie; not only are those return 
freights needed by our shipping, but the National 
Trasury, itself, suffers evel the loss of what was a 


former souree of revenue. 


In the last budget the amount of 22.500.000 
pesetas was fixed as the revenue from sugar and only 


10.805.810 pesetas have been eolleeted,that is a deficit 
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of 11.694.189 has oeeurred in the sum ealculated. 


In the present budget the sum fixed is 20.500.000 
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pesetas,20.000.000 less than in the previous Oke; but 


judging from the eolleetions made during the first 


Se 
four months,the deficit will equal or exeede that of 
the past year. And if it is remembered that in the 
year 1889 to 1890 over twelve millions of pesetas 
were eolleeted,in 1890 to 1891 eleven mnd!a half:: 
millions,and in 1891 to 1892 eleven millions and eighty 
six thousand,in round numbers,when west: indian sugars 
paid 17.60 pesetas, and becaay that they pay 33.50, 
only ten and a half millions are colleeted; is it not 
logical to eonelude that the reform of the taxation 
based upon such great inequality,reduces instead of 
increasing the revenues of the Treasury? And it must 
also be remembered, that the amount of duties colleeted 
from sugar during the past fiseal year did not arise 
out of a normal importation; but partly from the 
large number of shipments hurried forward in anticipa- 


tion of the date fixed for the eolleetion of the in- 
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wereased rate of duties then already deereede During 
the months of July and August of 1892,large quantities 
of sugars entered which paid at 17.60 pesetas,but these 
revenues arising from them correspond correspond 

to the previous budget. This year,in which the 

rate is raised to 33.50 pesetas on eolonial sugars, 


will not be so prolifie of revenue from that artiele 


of merchandise. 


The sugar manufacturers of the Peninsula pay the 
aforementioned duty of 20 pesetas for eaeh 100 kilos, 


based upon a yield of 5 per centum of sugar and 25.000 
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kilos of beets for each heetare; but the exeess of 
produetion, that is to say,the inerease obtained above 
5 per centum is exempt from duty Therefore,if by 
improving the methods of manufacture and using the 
best quality of beet the manufacturer gets 10 per 
centum of sugar,as is ordinarily obtained in Franee, 
the duty becomes only 10 pesetas for each 100 kilos 
of sugar. This is not all; the Andalusian factories 
have made an arrangement with the Treasury for four 


years by which they engage to pay it the sum of 350.000 


pesetas annually,regardless of the amount of beet 


ground and sugar produced,. And as these faetories 


work on an average of 20.000.000 of kilograms of beet 
yearly with a yield of 8 per centum of sugar,they 
Only pay in reality 2.05 pesetas for eaeh 1060 kilos 


of sugar instead of the 20 established by law. 


If foreign sugars pay a custom duty of 50 pesetas 
for eaeh 100 kilos and spanish colonial sugars 33.50 
or say 13.50 pesetas more than those produced here 
in the Peninsula,and as the latter really do not pay 
over 2 to & pesetas, these latter therefore enjoy a 
protection of 30 pesetas for eaeh 100 kilos,over our 
West Indian sugars,this being an exeessive proteetion 
in view of the facet that during late years white sugar 
has been delivered direetly to the consumer at prices 


varying 75 to 110 pesetas the 100 kilos. 


This Ch@mber does not exereise the funetions of 
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fiseal inspeetion; but even so,still it eould re- 


commend to the consideration of Y.8.a certain eustom 


=—=—_ - " > 


house in the southern part of Spain which has attracted 
publie attention,as much as for the absence of any just 
eause for its existence,as for the kind and quantity 

of the goods it receives and despatches. [f have also 
to eall the attention of Y.E.to the inereased importa- 
tions into the Peninsula of sugars from the Canary 
islands,since the production of those islands being 
insufficient for their own consumption, they have to 
import sugars to make the deficiency in their domestic 
supply. This strange phenomenon is submitted to the 


enlightened consideration of Y.E. 
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The islands of Cuba and Porto Rico eannot rest 
satisfied with an unreeiproeal coastwise trade whieh 


shuts the markets of the mother-eountry against their 


| 
; 


sugars,molasses,rum and tobacco. 


In justification of these complaints,it suffic¢es 
to remark that the Catalonian pipe of 460 litres 


of cane rum of 20 degrees,ineluding cask; is worth in 


Cuba $16,and it pays here $34.50 for duties alone. 


If the contract farming out the monopoly for the 
sale of tobaceo were not an impediment,the free sale 
of the west indian tobaeco throughout the mother- 
country might also be reeommended on payment of an im- 


port duty, since in faet this is already done, despite 


the law,amd to the detriment of the national treasury. 


It must be recolleeted ,too,that the ehannels of 
eommneree easily change their course,and that those 
eonneeting Spain with her colonies once interrupted, 
it will be difficult to reestablish them. As our com- 
merce is based on the West Indies,the day that that 
commereial intercourse,now on the hing tid wdedbn. 
our trade will stop for want of a market,and our shi- 


ping will be ruined. 


This Chamber of Commeree well knows that at the 
present time it is necessary, indeed obligatory,to har- 
monize the interests of the Treasury with the prin- 
ciples it advocates,and what it considers beneficial to 
the country. But eonvineed of the utility,this 
Chamber eannot less than continue to advocate the adop- 
tionof a reciproeal coastwise trade,in all its purity 
and cleanliness from adulteration, between Cuba, Porto 
Rico and the Peninsula; as it likewise contends for the 
applieation of a just and equal taxation on all na- 
tional sugars,whether produced in the mother-country 
or in the colonies. But as a ecireumstantial and 
temporary measure,and for the time only made necessary 
by the low state of the freasury,s transitory import 


duty of 10 pesetas for eagh 100 kilos could be imposed 


on west indian sugars,in substitution of the one ¢ol- 


leected,and another tax of 10 pesetas on their going 


into eonsumption,to be paid by all without distinetion, 


peninsular and west indian,with reseincment of the 
agreements for lump sums with the manufacturers of 
the Peninsula; and thus a great stride will have been 


made in direetion of the desired equality, diminishing 


thereby the present injust inequality of taxation, 


with an inerease,too,of revenue for the Treasury much 


over what is now eollected. 


We beg Y.E.to fix your enlightened attention on 
the above exposition and its purposes and aeeept the 


% 
expressions of great respeet sent you by the Chamber 


of Conmmeree of Bareelona. 
God guard Y.E.many years. 
RBareelona,2 necember, 1893. 
(Signed) Manuel Girona, 


President. 


Jose Espinos, 


Seeretary General. 
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To wis Exeellency the President of the Couneil of Ministers, 
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EL CABOTAJE. 


Wo es ésta la primera vezque recoge- 
ms con gusto aspiraciones:y proyectos 
deimportantes corporaciohes peninsu- 

ares en favor de un régimep de equitati- 

teciprocidad en las relaciones mer- 


que p ; ezca vedunianelll , entre la Pe. 
ninsula.y Cuba. 


Resuéita ahora el mismo asunto a- 


ideas se ‘basen en printipios de extric- ) 
ta justicig y nos inp a sa 4 reproducir 
los arguinéntos por efla aducidos, los 
cuales se contienen ef una exposicién 
al Jefe del ¥ inisteriod ) 

La O4maia de Bargelona, previendo 
sin duda lq derogagién en un plazo 
breve del convenio.econ los Estados 
Unidos, se prepara /4 impedir que en 
un nuevo Argncel pjerdan la posicién 
excepcionalmente ivilegiada de que 

- disfrutan ho aC me cancias peninsu- 
lares en esta sla; y es. justo convenir 
que el terreno @n que se coloca es sim- 
patico; el terrego de, la reciprocidad., 

Pero ;podremc s/ aspirar & ver en un | 
plazo breve realizadas aspiraciones tan 
generosas? Des gipciadamento: no hay 
hoy partido que ls patrocine, ni seran 
viables en much > tiempo con relacién 
4 todos los prodaétos cubanos. La mis- 
ma Camara de Bat slona lo comprende 
asi, al fijarse de un} nodo concreto en el 
impuesto que ‘satisfacen en el mercado 
peninsular nu¢ 4 stros -azficares, propo- 
niendo, mientras se Hega 4 la abolicién, 
su rebaja; y i ; libre | venta del tabaco 

_ previo el pago de Yos derechos de 
Aduana est jablecidos. | E 

No son ess, ni cor mucho, las con- 
diciones aqfi estable idan para las 
mercancias f sninsulards, ni puede la 
isla de Unbg ver sin pesar que en la Pe- 

se ) apuesto sobre: 


Enjes 5 sentido consideramo | conve: 
niente que nuestros: lectores « i a 


Exemo. & 

La Camara de Comercio de Barcelona 
tiene ol honor de dirigirse 4 V. E. manifes- 
tando, que por razon de circunstancias que 
no desconoce ese Ministerio, el comercio 
espafiol, un dia préspero y floreciente, | vin : 
ido reduciendo su esfera de accién | 
concentrarse, merced 4 las llamadas ~ ie 
de relaciones,comerciales, al trafico directo 
de la Peninsula con nuestras provincias ul- 
tramarinas. La -lectura de las estadisticas 
lleva al Animo .mas pesimista el convenci- 
miento do qué pata congervar el comercio 
patrio, favorecer la matina mercante y dar 
colocacién segura 4 los’ productos de Ja in- 
dustria indigena, es necesario remover 
cuantos obstdculos ‘se opongan 4 las rela- 
ciones mercantiles entre Espafia y sus pro- | 
vincias de Ultramar, . estrechando sus lazos 
de unién y guitando pretextos a reclama- 
ciones y quejas. 

El cabotaje reciproco entre la Peninsula 
y las provincias ultramarinas descansa awe 
do iguallied y fatto Tere at epesielones 

) y just Pe posiciones 
administrativas Io eh hak ing atenllan sus 
efectos 6 lo. desnatutalizan " estableciendo 
injusticias 6 desigualdades, es claro que los 
resultados que debiera producir forzosa- 
mente €] cabotaje, son otros muy diferentes 
de aquellos que esperaban. 

La isla de Cubase queja, y bien merecen | 
atencién sus reclamaciones, de que se haya 
creado un cabotaje 4 utilidad exclusiva- 
mente del comercio peninsular, y sefiala en 
los actuales momentos para probar su aser- 
to el hecho evidente de que mientras hay 
una gran importacion en la isla de produce 
tos peninsulares. y llegan los buques con 
bandera nacional con la carga completa, no 
hay alli exportacién para la Peninsula, 6 es 

( que los baques verifican sus 
@ retorno Con gt ‘huecos, y la 
mayor parte de las veces si no fuesen 4 los 
Estados- Unidos, volverian en lastre al puer- 
to de salida. 

‘Téngase en cuenta que las circunstancias 
han hecho depender de un solo-mercado; el 
de los Estados Unidos, el comercio de aque- 
lla isla, y atin de una manera pasajera y 
momentainea, mientras subsista el actual | 
tratado de comercio. A pesar del sacrificio 
que Sg oe dicho arreglo arancelario 
para la Peninsula, la isla de Cuba no repor- | 
ta todo el provecho gue podia esperar. del 
concierto por las’ contingencias que rodean 
4 dicha convencién internacional desde que 
fué concertada. Han transcurrido més de’ 
dos afios desde que esté en vigor y nadie | 
confia que puede, a Procrogarye después que 
termine el de cinco afios, prometido 

por el Gobierno de ee brwed & los fabrican- 
ys de de honey de aq El porvenir, 

to, del Dream grfoty no tie- 

ne opted nen fio, ni es satisfactorio 
tampoco su estado actual. 

Si se averiguan las causas de ese males- 

tar, se observa desde luego ano a quella ex- 

facia on azticar cubano Peninsula 
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— meses del actual e- 
jercicio, el déficit sera igual 6 superior al 
el aiio pasado. Y gi se recuerda que en él 
ano 1889-90 se recaudaron mas de doce mi- 
llones de pesetas, enel ano de 90 91 once 
millones y medio y en el afio 1891-92 once 
millones ochenta y seis mil pesetas, nimeros 
‘redondos, cuando los azticares .antilianos 
agaban 17'60 pesetas, y hoy que pagan 
‘50 sdlo se reeaudan diez millones y me- 
dio, gno cabe deducir légicamente que la 
reforma del sistema tributario, basada en 
una gran desigualdad, merma los rendi- 
mientos del. Erario? Y téngase en cuenta 
que la suma recaudada’ en el ultimo ejerci- 
cio econédmico no significa de mucho en to- 
da su integridad, tributacién de los aztica- | 
res importados 6 producidos durante el afio | 
iltimo, sino que representa una buena par- 
te de aquella forzada en spe que se 
hizo antes de entrar en el actual sistema 
tributario. Durante el plazo sefialado al e- 
fecto, pudieron entrar y entraron en los. 
meses de julio y agosto de 1892 azticares 
en gran cantidad que pagaron por ultima 
vez el derecho de 1760 etas, y Cuyaares 
caudacién figura, sin embargo, en el ante+: 
Fo gece 8 may Este afio que se pagan las 
33! tas, no se percibir4 de mucho la 
cantidad recaudada por la Hacienda en el 
ejercicio tiltimo. | 
| Los fabricantes de azticar peninsulares 
pagan el referido impuesto de 20 pesetas | 
por cada 100 kilos, suponiendo un rendi- 
miento de 5 por 100 de azticar y una pre- 
duccién de 25,000 kilos de remolacha por 
heetarea; pero el excedente de produccidn, 
es decir, la obtenida en mayor cantidad de! 
5 por 100 esté exenta del impuesto. De mo- 
do que si perfeccionando la fabricacion y 
‘empleando remolacha de buena: calidad : 
consigue el productor un rendimiento de 10 
por 100, como ordinariamento se obtiene 
en Francia, el impuesto no resulta mas que 
de 10 pesetas por cada 100 kilos de azticar: 
| No es esto solo; las fabricas andaluzas se 
, han concertado por término de cuatro afios 
con el fisco, obliga4ndose 4 pagar 350,000 pe- 
‘setas por afio, cualquiera qué sea lacantidad 
| de remolacha trabajada y la de aziicar pro- 
‘ducido. Y como estas fabricas trabajan por 
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protec- 
at 


n frye flaslastrada con. 
aiderecin de V. entree 

A Jas islas de Cuba y Puerto Rico no pue- 
den satisfacerles pote pon bt DO es $ rect | 


: ltramarinos. Porque 
A mares que courte 0 arid con - ee 
‘cares, las ones sobre al- 
coholes y melazas detienen ‘tanbiéo. la in- 
troduccién de estos productos antiilanos en 
la peninsula, y el monopolio del tabaco im- 
ilita también que las vegas acredita- 
}disimas antillanas nos envien sus géneros. 
_ Para estimar en toda su extensién el fun- 
,damento de estas reclamaciones, bastard 
| consignar que la pipa cataiana de 460 litros 
de cafia 6 aguardiente de 20 grados, valé en | 
el mercado unos 16 pesos, con casco 6 in- 
cluido el envase, y paga de derechos 34 y 
. medio. 
' §$iel actual arrendamiento del monopo- |. 
lio del tabaco no fuese parte 4 impedirlo, 
podria recomendarse qué el tabaco antilla- 
no una vez hubiese pagado los correspon- 
dientes derechos al entrar en la Aduana se 
ie ms meg la libre circulacién por la Pe- 


Lahey way ag Ae expander libre- 
cali a hecho hoy se efectiia, 


 conculeondo la = y en nerjaicie del Te- 
soro. 

Conviene no olvidar gue las corrientes 
comerciales se desvian facilmente de su 
-cauce, y que una vez interrumpidas las es- | 
tablecidas entre la Péninsula y sus orovite 
cias ultramarinas, dificil habria.de ser po- 
der restablecerlas. Como la base de nues~ 
tro comercio est4 en Ultramar, el dia en que 
no exista el trafico mercantil, que ya va 
menguando, acabar4n nuestras transaccio- | 
nes, no tendraén mercado las industrias y 
‘la marina mercante quedaré arruinada. 

- La Camara de Comercio conipfende per- 
fectamente qie en los actuales momentos 
importa, es forzoso, armonizar los intereses 
de la Hacienda con la integridad do aque- 
lies principios 4 los cuales rinde culto por | 
considerarlos titiles y beneficiosos 4 los in- 
tereses del pafs. La C4mara no pnede re- 
nunciar, porque esta persuadidade su bon- 
pre al cabotaje reciproco, verdadero, sin 
teracién de ninguna ciase, entre Jas 
, provincias nitrabeacthed y la Peninsula; co- 
‘mo no renuncia tampoco 4 defender por 
justa la igualdad de tributacién de todos los | 
‘aztieares nacionalet, asi antillanos como 
peninsulares. Pero como medida circuns- 
cial y pasajera, y en el tiempo preciso que 
loexija el estado del Tesoro, podria esta- 
blecerse un impuesto transitorio de 10 pe- 
setas por 100 kilos sobre los azticares ultra- 
marinos, en sustitucién del que setaaimen- 
— 


te satisfacen, y otro igual de 10 pesetas en 
concepto de consumos, que satisfarian to- § 
dos indistintamsnte, peninsulares y ultra- 
marinos, annlando los conciertos; con lo 
cus! se daria un gran paso para llegar 4 la § 
apotecida iguaidad, disminuiria la injusta 
actual desproporcionalidad en el impuesto, 
y recaudaria la Hacienda mucho mas de lo } 
que hoy ingresa por _ este eoncepto en sus 
cajas. E 
Sirvase V. E. fijar sa ilustrada atencién F 
en las as | 3 
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HAVANA, January 12th,1894, 
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Note:The original of the following article was written 

in English by Mr.Ramon 0,Williams,in reply to a letter 
published in the "DIARIO de la MARINA“, of Havana, from ie 
Barcelona Correspondent,in. Which all the troubles of Cuba 
were attributed to the designs of the United States,-- 

It was translated into Spanish by Mr.Cristobal F.Madan, 
and published in "EL TRIUNFO",of Havana,of Mareh 15th‘'S81, 
and is now translated back into English and revised by 


Mr. Williams. 
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Editorial: 

The responsibility of having oecasioned the distur- 
baneés which business suffers at present in the Island 
of Cuba,and cf the impoverished condition of the Spanish 
merchant marine, cannot be attributed thee great injus- 


tice to the United States of America,for they have taken 


no part in the making of the laws that have given these . 


results. 


Neither did the United States partieipate in the 
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creation of the home and foreign policy whieh has slowly 


but surely produced the immense development of beet-root 
sugar in Europe, shutting Cuba out from the European mar- 
kets and Obliging her to depend upon the United States 
for a market in which to sell no less than 90 or 95 per 


eent of the total amount of her exports, 


Neither is it the fault of the ymitea states that 
the Cuban planters mst be satisfied with getting from 
their sugar a mueh less value in exchange than that ob- 
tained by chek Ama@vican rivals of Louisiana, Demerara, 
Barbadoes, Trinidad, Santo Domingo, Brazil and other sugar 
producing countries in this hemisphere ; nor is it their 
fault,either,that the disadvantages which Cuban planters 
suffer, should enhanee themselves, when placed in eonpari- 
son with the conditions favoring their eonpetétors of 


France, Austria, Germany, Hungary, Belgium,Holland and Rus-~ 


sia, 


If the eauses of the @eonomic misfortuhes of Cuba, 
and the ruin of the Spanish ship-owers,are inquiréd into 
at their souree,it will be found to eonsist in an exces- 
sively eostly publie administration , and in the system 
of nonereciproeal protection; it will be seen too, that 
the “*protection” exacted exclusively in favor of one of 
the parties,--- that is, of Spain,at the expense of Cubsy— 
has inereased the cost of the production of sugar in the 
Island,in such a manner that it is impossible for Cuban 
planters to compete on equal terms with those of other 


countries, 


: : | 3 
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As Leuisiana forms part of the politieal organism 


of the United States,its sugars pay no import d@aty in the 
national market,for this is an exemp tion eonferred by the 
Federal Constitution on all the members of the American 
Union, by virtue of which, inter-state qumeeree is based 
upon the prineiple of pure free trade, This too,is shom 
by the noteworthy fact that there are no custom houses 

to obstruct the trade of one State with another,from the 
northern frentier of Maine,to the southern boundary of 


Texas; nor from New York in the east,to San Fraaeisco 


in the wést. 


The system of reciproeal protection between seller 


and buyer, existing in France, Austria, Germany, Hungary, Bel- 
gium,Holland and Russia,&s well as in the United States, 
secures to their own sugar producers, the enjoyment by 
each,of their respective home markets; and as mm Un=- 
avoidable eonsequence, rejects from them the sugars of 


Cuba. 


Bub, the system adopted by Spain,withvrespect to this 
Island,is very distinet from that applied to Louisiana, 
or to the terrétory of Europe where beet-root sugar is 


The system implanted in Cuba,is one of un-reeiprosal 
or partial protection between buyer end seller, therefore 


it is self exhausting, acting, indeéd,like the man,who in 
breathing should expel from his lungs,a volume of 100, 


and inhale back{ each time but a volume of 90,- 
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4 
This difference or want of reciproeal netton, Sringe 
on reaction; consequent derfangement of the organic fune- 


tions,and finally the decay of the body politie subject 


ie 3 , 


For in strict truth,although Cuba belongs to the 
political system of Spain,yet the home ccvernment admits 
the pwoduets of the Island, only as if they were frem some 
foreign equntry, charging higher imports duties there on 


Cuban sugars than they even pay in the United States. 


It also happens that the differential duties charced 
in Cuban by Spain on imports,to protect her agrieul tural 
manufacturing and shipping interests,diminish,in exact 
extent, the purehasing power ofmCuba in the exehange for 


her imports, 


But this is a suicidal poliey and one whieh intro- 


duces the elements of a descending progression in the 


matevial prosperity_of Cuba; the logieal end of whieh, 


in time,must be the total ruin ef her gomerce. 


er ama pam 


The mercantile depression of Cube,under this system 
when placed in eomparison with the prosperous state of 
ether sugar making ecountries,is best shewn by arithmeti- 
eal methods ef eonparison, whieh we will now present in 


detail. 


It being a positive faet that the inhabitants of the 


Island of Cuba live by their labor in conformity with the 


natural law governing every people,and like those ef 


re | 6 


other tropical countries that have attained great com- 


i 


mereial importance, they consume but a small part of 


their productions; the greater part of their supplies 


being due to the laber of the people of the temperate 
zone, Which they acquire,giving in exchange their om 


treopieal products, It follows, therefore,as a fundamental 


ee a OO OE Oa i ee 


ena inexorable law,that the value of the products of the 


~~ 


Island of Cuba,mmst be measured by the quantity of pro- 


soa eS a a 


ducts or supplies of other eountries,which they e¢anbuy 


in ex nine 

To beummeteate this propesition,let us take as units 
of seek sks te. Chae, bad 1k bane, thes. ek even corfeée,a 
tropical preduct,and let us, too, take whelesale prices 
as faetors for the conpariso, since Gaba buys then mest 
all,with her sugars ; 

Museevade,fair to good refininz,is sold in Havana, 
at an avergge of $3.50 per hundred pounds. Flour is 
sold here, alse,at $16.a scene ue $8.-per hundred 
pounds. Therefore,in order to obtain $8.- worth of 
value from her sugars te exchange it for 10 pounds eof 
flour, Cubs mist suffer a loss,the explanation and extent 


of which is shewn by the follewing arithmeticai process: 


225.57 peunds ef Cuban sugar. 


B 
But Louisiana sells good refining muscovado at the 


average price of $7.- per one hundred pounds, and buys 


flour at $5.50 to $6 per boerrel of 20 lbs. Adopting 


6 


whole numbers for the ealculation,we will show that 


Louisiana must obtain from her sugar a value of $34 
to buy 100 pounds of flour ; and submitting that velue 
i the following arithmetical process,we obtain : 
Ys iB B<- ts «100 i 


X «= 48,85 pounds ef Louisiana sugar, 


Therefore te obtain 100 pounds of flour, Cuba pays, 
in pohas Or sugar; . 223,57 
whilat Louisiana fer the same 100 pgnds } 


ef flour,pays in pounds of sugar,only ; } 42,85 


Se ert noe ee ee a oF 


difference against Cuba in pounds of sugar ; 185.72 


or otherwise 533 1/3 per eent, 


Proof : Gksoe $2 B@ae.ot °° 33 


in faver of Louisiana, 


(228.57 X 100.) 


and then, 


x = $8388 1/8 &, 


To show this fact more glaringly,we will suppose 
that if Cuba only consumes annually 200,000 bbls ef flour, 
she will in that case have te pay 37,144 tons of sugar 
more than Levisiana would have te give to obtain the like 
amount of flour,er say,Cuba would have te pay for one 
sole artiele of consumption, an excess ef 42,000 hhds of ~ 
suger ef 1,500 rr ene each,more than Louisiana, 
an amount equal te the entire sugar erop ef Barbadoes. 
228.57 lbs of Cuban sugar = hal? a berrel of Plour. 


42.85 lbs Louisiane suger = half a barrel of flour, 
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Therefore, 228.57 X 2 = 457.14 lbs of Cuban sugar, 


equal to one barrel of flour; and 42.85 X 2 = 85.7 lbs 
of Louisiana sugar,equal to one barrel ef flour; amd 
200,000 bbls flour 457,14 = 91,428,000 lbs suger. 


200,000 de do 65.7 == = 17,140,000 40 ée. 


difference against Cuba in pdhés 
ef sugar ; 74,288,000, whieh divi- 


ded by 2,000 lbs to the ton,gives 37,144 tons. 


"Tasajo",or jerked beef,costs in Cuba,ll cents 

gold eer pound ; 

Mess-beef in New Orleans costs 8 eents per poned, 
Therefere $3.50 $11 100. 314, 28 

87. ' 8. 2: 100. 114,28 

Consequently, Cuba pays fer 100,1lbs beef in her sugar to 
the amount of 514.28 lbs,and for same amount, Louisiana 
pays ; ~——. 114.28 thes o difference of 200 lbs of su- 
gar against Cuba,and in faver of Louisiana in the ex- 


change of sugar for beef,equal to 275 per eent. 


Lard eosts in Cuba 17 eents per lb,and in Leuisiana 
it costs -10 cents a pound ; eonsequently ; 
$3.50 $17. 100, 485.71 lbs. 
$7.- S10. =: 100. 142.85 


Difference in pounds of sugar, 


Therefore,for every 100 pounds of lard,Cuba gives 


in exchange,sugar equal to, 485.71 


and for the same amount Leuisiane gives, 142,85 


Difference @2gainst Cuba in lbs of sugar, 342.86 
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and in favor of Louisiana in exchange ef sugar for lara 


is equal to 340 per cent. 


Hams are at the same prices of lard,and there is in 


them the same difference in the eomparison with lard. 


Coffee,a tropieal product,is worth in Cuba,per 100 
pounds,$18., and in Leuisiana, $15.- 
Therefore, 53, 50 $16. 100 547614 
$7. $15. L00 214,28 
Therefore, 100 pénds of coffee cost in Cuba, in 
exchange for sugar ; pounds 457,14 
and Louisiana pays for the same amount of ) 


; ) 
coffee,in pounds of sugar ; 214,28 _ 


nhifference against Cuba,in pounds of sugar, 242,36 
and in favor of Leuvisiana in exchange ef sugsr for coffee 


of 213 1/3 per cent. 
Now let us make the comparisen of Demerara with Cuba. 


Flour costs in Cuba $16.-per barrel, and in Demerara $7. 
Sugar is worth in Cuba, $3550 per 100 pounds,and in 

Demerara,$4, per 100 pounds. 

Therefore, $3, 50 $16. 457.14 lbs of Cuba 


sugar;and $4, S77 175.- lbs of De- 


merara sugar, 


Therefore, goarrel, or 100 lbs of flour in Cuba, 
is purchasable in sugar,by | 457614.1bsbe 
and for the same amount of flour, Demerara 


pays in sugar; 
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Differenc® against Cuba,in pounds of sugar, 2835.14 lbs. 


and in favor of Demerara in the exchange of flour for 


sugar,of 265 per cent, 


Lard costs in this Island,$17.per 100 lbs, and in De- 
merara,$12.- per 100 lbs. 

Sugar is worth in Ccuba,$3.50 per 100 lbs,and in De-~ 
merara,$4.per 100 pounds. 
Therefore, $3, 50 $17, 485,71 lbs 

$4,- $12, o> # 

Consequently Cuba pays for 100.lbs of lard with 485.71 
lbs of dugar and pemeérara for the same quantity of lard 
pays in sugar 300 lbs ; showing a difference of 485.71 
lbs against Cuba,and in favor of Demerara in exchange of 


sugar for lard, equal to 161.9 per cent. 
Hams give precisely the same result as lard. 


Jerked beef costs in Cuba,$ll.per 100 lbs; 
Mess beef costs in Demerara,$8. per 100 ibs. 
Sugar is worth in Cuba,$3.50 per 100 pounds; 


suger in Demerara is worth $4, per 100 pounds. 


Therefore, $3.50 $11. 100 314,28 lbs. 


3, Sh: 200. ao 


Difference in pounds of sugar, 114, 28 


Cuba pays for 100 lbs of "tasajo",or jerked beef, 


in suger, 5614.28 lbs. 


and Demerara for the same amount of mess beef, 


————— 


pays in sugar ; ..» 2005= 


Difference against Cuba,in pounds of sugar, 114,28 
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and in favor of Demeramin exchange of sugar for beef, 


of 157.1 per eent. 


The same proportion relative to the difference,is 
applied to all other articles of consunp tion coming from 


abroad,such as dry-goods, hard-ware, etc, ete. 


Coffee in Cuba is worth $16. per 100 pounds; and 
coffee in Demerara is worth $16. do do 
Therefore $3.50 SiG... 3: 200 : 457,14 lbs. 


$4, $16, 460.5: 


Difference, 597.14 lbs. 
or,in favor of Demerara,in exchangeable value,114,28 per 


cent. The price of coffee being the same in both places, 


and suger in Cuba $3.50 per 100 pounds, and in Demerara, 


$4. per 100 pounds. 


Let us now see what resuits will be obtained by the 


comparison of daily wages in C@ba, 


Farm labor eosts in Cuba $20. per month; therefore, 
Cuba has te sell sugar in sufficient quantity te obtain 
$20. ef value to pay the wages of a laborer for one month 


for Example; $3.50 $20. :: 100 571.42 lbs. 


Louisiana pays $20, a month for labor,and conse- 
quently has te obtain that amount from the value of her 
sugar for a month's labor/ viz: 

$7. : $20.. 100 | 285.71 pounds. 


Therefore,one month's labor in Cuba sugar ) 


is equal to; ) 571.42 lbs 


Brought over 971.42 lbs 


and one month's labor in Louisiana, sugar ) 
| : , | ) 
is equal to, . |) Bese ts Lbs. 


D&fference in pounds of sugar against Cuba, 285.71 
in one month's farm labor,or in faver of Louisiane of 


100 per ecent. 
Lumber costs in Cuba, $35. per thousand feet. 
Therefore $3.50 $35.- +:: 100 1000 pounds. 


Lumber in Louisiana costs $15., and therefore 
$7. oe, <3. 300 214.28 lbs. 
Consequently 1000 pounds of sugar in Cuba is worth 
in exchange 1000 feet of lumber, and 214.28 pounds of Lou- 
isliana sugar is equivalent to 1000 feet of einer, 
Difference against Cuba of 785.72 pounds ef sugar,or in 


Pavor of Louisiana,of 466 1/3 per cent, 


$20. wages ebtain in Louisiana, in flour, 666.66 lbs 


and $20. in Cuba; 


Difference against Cuba; 416.66 lbs. 


$20. wages buy in Louisiana mees-beef, 230, lbs. 


and $20. in Cuba,purchaee of same, 181.81 do 


Difference agsinst the Cuban laborer, 68.19 lbs. 


2 
ee 


$20. wages buy in Louisiana building iumber; 1533.33 rt 


$20. in cuba bug but ; a Ae 


‘Difference against Cuba, 761.90 ft. 
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$20 .wages obtain in Cuba, in sugar, pounds, 5971.42 


$20. wages in Louisiana, — a _282.82 


Difference in favér of Cuba, 288. 60 


It is to be noted that the article of least ome 


able value in Cuba,in comparison with Lovisiana, Demera- 
ra or Brazil, is sugar, which serves in Cuba. as the conmon 
measure and unit of compariso én exchange f@r all the 


articles of its comsumption, 


The British West Indies,possessing the power of es- 
tablishing their tariffs by means of their logal lezgis- 
latures,and not being obliged to protect the agricultural 
products,manufactures and-the merchant marine of the 
mother-country at their expense,and being furthermore, ¥ 
blessed with a cheap eolonial government,have the option, 
as a consequence,to reduce their import duties,in order 
to obtain the largest supply of foreign merchandise in 


exchange for their sugars. 


Neither does Great Britain choose to favor these 
Islands by imposing differential duties in its home ports 
for their benefit,and thus it Rappens that both parties 
are free to sell their exports wherever they can get the 
most,and buy their imports wherever they can obtain them 


the cheapest. 


In France,a reduction is made in favor of eane su- 
gar from her colonies,to put them more on an equality in 
their eompetition with the native produetion from beet- 


root, 
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Brazil aia Bante Domingo as well as the oii Is- 
lands,are not obliged to protect,at their own expense, 
their present or former mother-countries, and therefore, 
can sell cheaper than @6uba in the markets of the Unitea 


States and Europe, 


In this struggle,the Cuban planter suffers in ratio 


to his higher cost of production over that of his rivals. 


These differential duties of Cuba were what gave 
rise te the retaliatory duties passed by the Congress of 
the United States in 1864, ana proposed by President Jack- 


SON. 


The destructive and ruinous effects of this "tariff 
war*,are better appreciated when taking into account the 


fact thaty in the year 1877,in whieh 95 per cent of the 


exports of Cuba were sent to the United States, and but 5 


per cent te Evurope,the greater number ef Spanish vessels 
which returned from Spain,Great Britain,and Buenos Aires, 
being unable to obtain freight for Europe,laid paralysed 
in the ports of the Island, their number reaching nearly 

200 and after an inaction of six to tweive senths, retarn~ 


ed to Spain in ballast. 


The sad and humiliatimg spectacle was then witnessed 
of vessels of all joreign nations, receiving return eare— 
goes, Whilst Spanish vessels,within a few fathoms of them 
in Spanish ports and with Spanish products, could not find 


charter on account of the extra eharge of 10 per cent, 


14, 
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which the United States Govemment retaliated on the 


Sp anish flage 
Therefore, the Senator who recently stated in the 
Spanish Cortes,that during that year 70,000 tons of 


Spanish shipping had disappeared,was right. 


It is easy to perceive from the standpoint of a 
wholesome foresight,we should comprehend,that the tariff 
war between this natien and the United States,in which 
Cuba and port® Rico form the arena of :the strugsle, mst 
infallibly terminate in disaster for the one part, and 
the result will prove a new and more powerful stimulus 
for other sugar growing countries to increase their pro- 


duction, 


Let it be observed,too,that it is not alone the 

planter who is interested in the prosperous condition 

of the suger industry of the Iiskands- The same interest 
and dependence extend to all] its diverse arts and indus- 
tries,as well as to all its commerce. For without the 
sugar mill,what would become Of the rail-roeads in the 
absence of sugar to transport ; what of the ware-housés, 
without sugar to store ; what of the molasses establish- 
ments,withcut this articie in their tanks ; what of the 


eopperage establistments, without hogsheads and boxes to 


make; what of the wharves and lighters,without eargo fer | 


lighterage or for storage ; what of the coasting vessels 
without freight ; what of the banks,after sugar is once 


eiiminated from their operations; what of the local trad 
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in imported goods, when deprived of the exports that serv@ 


il 


it as basis ?. 


How much already has the noisy and exciting activi- 


ty of the iron foundries been changéd ; where yesterday 


sll was life and bustle,today reigns the silence of the 
desert; and, without the moving power diffused throuch- 
out all the economic organism of the I[sland,by the sugar 
plantation, what would become of the small and ephemeral 


value of real estate and landéd property ?, 


In conclusion,with the loss of the sugar production 
of the Island.all minor industrtes,---- the very links 
of the commercial chain of Cuba,---- will die for want 


ef the vivifying current that flows from this prodi rious 


and abundant spring,--- the suger industry of Cuba. 
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HAVANA ,January 17,1894, 
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First Assistant, 
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I have been acquainted and most favorably with Mr. 


Williams,since he was V.Consvwl to Cuba in 1874, and we 


last met and menthnce cards and greetings at the State 


Department a few weeks ago, 
communication is pr’mpted by my friendly regard 
seeident which hes within a few davs 
placed me in possession of indisputable information of 
is golng on to undermine him with the Executive and 
ant him, 
Shall eonelude to heed the surrestions 
of and to come cver here,plcase wire me to my above 


ein . 3 Tie - i ~ wes > ~ em yn 7 > . + ' , eT, 4 ' ~ * 
when You i re » oe t J ca ah ee | Vy 3 . chii La | writ 4 : & FE” af O Ul WoO , 1 ft 


, é : e ’ + ~~ % 
at your hoteél o! 


‘ * .. Rien Mo 7" 
1} > y* mac 173i : ’ at. 7 ntimen t Cc fYrp lL likely | “Ao ry) 9a@¢€ 
echicg 3 he 7% - iad. uk 4 a i J ms ES Wiebe lad ~~ L_~ & ‘a % ke . Fe, ; € X. 


within a week OR. 


is ea a maa aeyh ies 
g . ‘ 4 ? or 7 
bs UP ee eee eo ae tr 
pepe ‘ea te ae t 
0A TONES So a a 4 
ee I ker a >) ON SO aes 
4! Lt he he ek 
: ‘ 3 amiss le“ ; 


Bes ae 
eg ow a le 
a 5. aaa ap! 
ies ab ive 


¥ ‘ 
RECEIVED © 


AN 28 (94 


. \ 


| 
#4 
i 
= 
5 
% 
; ” 
3; 
it 


ax 


JO 


+ oy ml ‘ - 
~~ ‘ Fr a ete ot . 


’ = prs ha Per 'pratoy 2: ja? Det, Vesa tletod ices & o ee OR ee 
or pak se » a9 niet Lé Bey “use ~ 


Sek a Dea D> ri 


aety” She 


| 
Ee nip ce 


Til eee 
~ »~ * ve T+ 


er ee ee, POR OR Ahem oy 


| SRD ASSISTANT SECRET; 


> Pee 


sy 


TE Ph POLE 1 Ray rage ca ; : 
Bi Gale ae ri th ide Sues fas ra a Sat dnt Figs i ih ese ah a daa dat abi): dae, 


PRT id RE cite 


(Mi: 


> RE RE 


/ i 
‘ —_ . nh _—" , 
* ; 7) _ " . a F ’ = V 4.0. 7 ss . 
, ‘ ‘ ore ae } " i Ass wali liad 1 ae a a i i oy bale eT : Dh Rk ea ee Bg 
w 4 ¥ \ “ = eh > ‘Above ‘ ’ Ae a wD & a4 tibia, . A oe ft y Y 7 ¢ ie bs - fae > , ry | , 4 4 q 5 
wanes ity at x 6 ; 5 » 7 yy 3 -) U Se , ‘ ns 4 « yi 4 4 ; 
— . o tars, ta) Ps < Nees ~ " BY 
7 De lh 0. ty yee / - ‘ oH iY Ph ie é 4 
At Vaiee) 4 of ‘4 . ‘ ‘ 
Fa 4 , 4 , * ; A . : 
” a th 
- > - ’ 
| ‘ 
~ 7 
4 i e 
' 
> 
° j 
: 
| 
, 
: 
{ 
’ 
>. 
: 
a 
7 
A 
> s al 
- 
’ 
‘ 
. 
: ¥ 
. 
. 
> 
‘ 
> 
. 
, - 
f 
> 
. 
aad > 
F 4 
‘ . 
: 
& i 
eal 
. * a 
oes . ¢ a é ¢t f . 
SD Ses : j ; " id sy re — 
K, < ‘ ; of . r 4 he Q ‘ ‘ > Se 
ve @t¢ Ya 4 7 , , ne ‘ s - vi ‘ f. t . 
- pafenes < 4 . ie . : - a hel, Sa sgl 0” Wa ir a ‘ : y j ‘ # * mr 7) aI " ie z et % pe re > : 
ry pe eooxth ) . 2 r s] } ee» " coe Ni nerve 3 Te | < Mee Se eee ie o Pars S 4 Srey er 4 4 
on a el ee : Po 2 an Lee Sa alt st a 4 ‘ 7 f. a : fie. ee 3 js - ¥ f : t ‘ ; - 
& iy at” y i ee, ‘ A ee oy Ee ae ont man Nn 6B OA a Seca RES pata See * . 
” , b oat £ > aS a = rm - f 4 Mie ety Mee <r - 
Pst ‘ Pen oa SA eye See z y a . 


rade ih % Wee ‘3 a ae : ie l hy, caer aay Ms > 4 yi ral Ms " . 
Lesa ace Onis a VEY EN ra ai ot ea A | G O71, eS ane > oe wer 
ts eg § Oe =F aS y t re A } ¥ ae. 
Ley ates aie 3 ¥ ie aes #4: Nn Ae iM 3 ede SN ee wea oe 
he sk ‘Sky +3 # * 4, Yeas Mb ae bey f 6 | pe | Sa 4 Pepe 
Po tee vs AS det 2 | es | wee oe date 


Enclosure NO« / 
With Despateh No. ie «0 
HAVANA, January 1894, 
eo lw eee <a ——< oe gf ane 
Translation wey Consul General Williams. 
General Government of the Island of Cuba. 
Office of the Secretary General. 

By order of H.E.the Governor General I have to 
inform you in answer to your eommunieation of the 5th 
instant,relating to the arrest of Mr.Luis Mayolin and 
Mr.Jose Menendez Nufiez, now subjeet to the military 
jurisdiction, that it has been transmitted, under this 
date,to the Captaincy General of this Island; and that ’ 
you will be duly informed of the resolution adopted 
by said office in the matter. 

God guard you many years. 
HAVANA, January 12,1894. 
(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 
To the Consul General of the United States of Ameriea, 
Present. 
: 


ote ee re ie tae 
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Enelosure No. 4 
With Despateh No. 


HAVANA January 


Gobierno General de la Isla de Cuba. 
Seeretaria General. 

Con esta feeha se da traslado a la Capitania 
General de esta Isla de la eomuniecacion de V.S.de 5 
del aetual,referente al arresto de Mr.Luis Mayolin y 
Mr.Jos¢ Menendez Nufiez,que se hallan sometidos ‘ee ju- 
risdiecion militar; y oportunamente se dav treks 
notieia de la resolueion que por dieho eentro se adopte 


eon respeeto al particular. 


Lo que,de orden del Exemo.Sr.Gobernador General, 


4 | 
manifiesto é y.8.en eontestaeion a su referido eserito. 


/ 
Dios guarde a V.S.muchos afios. 
HABANA, Enero 12 de 1894. 


(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 


Sr.Consul Gral.de los Estados Unidos en esta eapital. 
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HAVANA, January ZO, 1894. 


Translation ty Consul General Williams. 
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From EL PAIS of Havana,January 19,1894. 


oe ee ee oe oe oe ae 0) ae ne ee ee me me me oe 


TELEGRAM. 
MADRID, January 19,1894. 

As soon as the Congress of the United States passes 
the bill of tariff reform reeommended by President 
Cleveland,our Government will take steps to aseertain 
the opinion of the sugar planters of Cuba as to the eom- 


mereial relations that should be established between 


the Island and the United States. 


It is said that Mr.Tufion (the new President of the 
Spanish Bank) will transmit the opinion of the Board 


of Planters to the Colonial Minister. 
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ee CABLE MESSAGE. 
_ THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


a a CABLE MESSAGES received for transmission must be written on the Message Blanks provided by this Company for that purpose, under and subject t te 
the conditions printed thereon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


THOS. T. ECKERT, General Manager. NORVIN GREEN, President. 


| TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO CREAT BRITAIN. 
CONNECTS Atso witht FOUR ANCLO-AMERICAN 4no ONE DIRECT U.S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
CABLE CONNECTION with CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO 4noCENTRALANDSOUTHA — 
MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WO 


OFFICES IN AMERICA: t/, 
Sh) All Offices (20,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connectio ‘e) 


OFFICES IN GREAT BRITAIN : 


N; LIVERPOOL: AS Exchange Buildings. 
No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. : CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon Street. 
No. 109 Fenchurch Street, E. C. BRISTOL :.Backhall Chambers. 
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Enelosure No.l 
Eith Despateh No. A109. : 


HAVANA, January 2E, 1894. 
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Translated by Consul General Williams. 


ane Fre Se & ~“@--ece ee ++ 


EXTRACTS from a Report made by the retiring direetors 
of the Spanish Bank of the Island of Cuba,at a meeting 


of stockholders held in this city of January 22nda,18‘4. 


x x x x x 

Although the eauses are already suffieiently 
knewn,still it will not be out of order to give here a 
brief exposition ef these that have brought on the pre- 
sent eritieal state ef the Bank. Such institutions de 
net exist alene,but are elesely united te the general 
interests ef the eountries in whieh they are established; 
and this more than justifies the mention,among these 


eauses,of eertain unavoidable int@idents ef a general 


ehnaracter. 


It is known, indeed,that in years of the most pros- 
pereus crops and best prices,the surplus production of 
the island,has not redounded to its benefit,as a saving 
in reserve against bad times,but is extinguished and 
consumed by the burdensome demands of a publie debt, 
always increasing,unusual to colonial countries in 


eourse of development. This want of reserve, because of 


the umproduetive consumption of the annual increase, 


Tey i 
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Ze 
makes itself felt as soon as the seasons and priees 
become unfavorable te the growth and sale of the crops, 
ending always in ceonemic disturbances of more or less 
intensity. This and even something more has taken plaee 
among us. The eigar industry,without vent,has net had 
a ready sale for its products for the last two years, 


and it is now going through a erisis without its end in 


Again,the late diffieulties experienced in the 
market of the United States,a market which always in- 
fluences our own,frustrated completely all these eal- 
eulations based on the hopes of obtaining better priees 


for our sugarse 


In these diffieult cireumstanees,the duty develved 
upon the Bank te help the sugar industry with all its 
weight; te stop silver from becoming the only mone tary 
medium among us,and not te inerease our financial aif- 
fieulties,converting the bad condition ef the mereantile 


elasses inte a eomplete bankruptey,and the whole 


eountry inte a pitiable state of ruin. 


The Reard ef Direeters elearly understood the si- 


tuation from the beginning,2nd followed the path exaeted 


by elreumstanees, and knewing that the island of Cuba 


has but one market for its sugars,the ynited states; and, 


therefere,only one buyer and that this, disearding exeep- 


tienal eireumstances, preveats the planters from dis- 


puting about priees er ef holding back their ereps, as 


ii ieee ie 


now happens,lent its powerful aid to a good number of 


holders of that artiele. It is true that this has 


been eritieised by many as of questionable utility, 
sinee in their opinion it was done in favor of the 
speeulators and not of the producers of sugar} but per- 
haps they would reetify this opinion if the names were 


published of those who sought advanees on their sugar 


from the Bank. 
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HABANA, 22 DH BNBRO DE 1894. 


= 


LA JUNTA GENERAL 


DE ACCIONISTAS 


‘el Banca Espatiol | 


Hoy ha tenido lugar esta an un- 
ciada 6 importante reunion con- 
vocada, como ya hemos publicado 
anteriormen'te, con motivo de la 
renuncia presentada por diez de 
los sefiores que componen el Con- 
sejo de Administraciéa del Bita- 


blecimiento. ae 
Antes de constituirse la Junta 


se leyo y se repartié eatre los S2- 
res. presentes uniof srm@e,que por 
su importancia, rep soducimos ta- 
tegro 4 continuacioa. Dice asi: 


Sras. acsion'stas: 


Convacada esta Janta genaral ex 
traerdioar.a para decidir la marsha 
que debe seguir el Bineo en lo ade- 
lente, deda saactual situaciin, en- 
tiende el Conseje de Gobierao qae fal- 
trie &um deber inexeussdle, si Do 
exousiera con ab-eluta lealtad dicha 
situaci4p; eon desapasionsda exacti- 
titud las eausas $ que obedeee, y can 
entern buena fa y reeto prepSsito Irs 
melides que eonsilera indispensables 
pra reorganizar y forteleeer esta 
Istitueiém de erélite. 

Ea nada se epone & le dich? ia eir- 
cunstancia de que esta Janta s® eon- 
voca tambiéa psra elegir diez Conse: 
jeres, por fallecimiento deuney re- 
punsia irravocable de los demf’s, por- 
queal abandonsr estos uitimes su 
pueste, mo pueden clvidarse de que 
risieren 4 6! per honrasa y csi una- 
nime desiguacién de sus censocios, 3 
les que deben toda elise de explieasio- 
nes respeate & su leal y honrada oon- 
jute en este cargo y taeda clase de 
‘ites, ensu ejercici® y desempefio 
ibtenides, para quese resuelvan eon 
sionta lec ARenitetdas rentiantes. y 
wrque, ademas, en 6i C-useju de Go- 
lierme, & qua pertenesicran haste 
era, Jo mismo qua fuera de é! det- 
feesta facha, hen pressindido y pres- 
indir&m siempre les firmantas de todo 
aterég y de toda pasiém parsomal, para 
nspirerse Uoisamente e2 el amor’ 
uta Jastitusi6n ven el deseo de que 
ize prestamdo «i: valiosos servicios 
pais. 

Por es@ no i: abanionan dsjande 
a olvide com>leto sus nesesilades, 

tio vienem atts todo & poner & dis- 

riieidm dela Juctala expsrieneia y 

dunoc miento aiquirides hasta ahora, 

wre que mo falte 4 les decisisnas 

m so adopten ningana garantia de 

werto. Si 4 esta condusta dal Con- 

“0 de Gobierno resp nie, cme as 

| Plas el unknime y deeidide eon- 

euts) Ges sefiovss accienistas, las 
personas qu2 le sustitayan en la eles- 
ei*n qua hoy ha de vorificurse, po- 
dran tener la glorie. psratod:s fenc- 
tifera y per tedos destad2, de eonsali- 
dar el créiito de este Banas, fortala- 
cer y vigorizar la conflsaza publics, 
avxiliar ia reseluei‘n de nuestroim 

portents preblema monetario, meje- 
rar la sitascién comprometida de uno 
de muestros g-and:s prodastos y con- 
tribuir 4 la obra meriteria y fseunda 
de a'iriar la grave. la dificil la pert or- 


i dada situasica economics del pais. 


q aay 
Bef 
eS ee } 
_ 


‘}rsb‘es para le praduscén del pais é 
j para la exportaeién y venta d+ sus fru 


tos, una perturbaeidu eeon mica mis 
6 manos ietensa. Esto. y algo mis, 
ha sueedide entra posotros. La in. 
dustria tabasaiera, falta de salids, no 
ha eneontr:do c:lesaciém c\imada ps. 
ra iss des u'timas eosechas y esif se- 
portanio iss angusties de una crisis 
cuye término no parec® cereano. Y 
las difirultades del meresdo de los Es. 
tados Usides, inflayendo eomo infia- 
yen directamonte en el puastro, eon. 
virtieron, al flaalizer ja safra G'time, 
en un verdadero desastca lis esperan. 
zas que se habian conceb'de respesto 


| al precise del azucar. 


Vino & complicar la situacién el re. | 
sult:do de la recogida de Jos bil'etes 
de ia emisit‘n de guerra, que sustraje 
delacrculasi‘n algunos millones ds 
peses y no les sustitay6 con igual su 
ma de moneda m:talica por haberss 
atendide al caaje, en su mayor p:rte, 
een giros & ergo del Ministeris de 
Uitramar. Otro efeeto no menos par- 
judicial y de mayeres consecuencias 
préeticis, trajo eensige ja reeegida. 
Es ssbido que en la Peninsula e! sis- 
tema mouvetario vigente ha heeho de. 
sapareser el oro dela circulasién y 
eonvertide en billetes-plata los que 
emite el Banc») de Espafie, al vaso que 
entre nosotros el ero censtituye el talén 
monetario. Las ventajas de esta si. 
tuaciba sen tan elaras y ten eviden. 
tes, qua no°es nesezario enumerarias, 
y si alguna duda eup'era e! buen san 
tido da nuestro publieo le habria ra. 
suelte e2n la resistaneia que opene & 
pardar la base de oro en sus transse 
ciones meresntiles. El taicso medio 
de lograr dicho fla, sebre tedo, euand> 
en realidad se carac»s de sistema mo. 
petario, es tsnor una eiraulaciin fi 
dusiaria que responia a las exigensias 
cientifisas en su mecanismos, ya las 
neces dades practices en su d:sarrolle 
y sus limites. Los billetss de laem’'. 
sién de guerra, aungua e3tabin muy 
lejos de realizar esta ideal, nos servian 
sin embarge, de datanea contra la im 
portacion de piata; impedian que e! 
valor mercantil de la monsde disiatie 
ra de su valor lezal, como esta disin- 
tienie desie que terminéd la recogida, 
y mantedisn la espxcis matilies ore 
com) base de la eirsulazién y de las 
negec sci ne: partieulsres. 

La crisis mercantil y la erisis mona- 
taria, que han sid? eonsesurncia inia- 
elinable de tales efactas y ds algio 
otro ep Cuyas exposicidn m5 es neresa- 
rie entcar, debian prodasir forzosa.- 
meate grave quebranto en /a vida eso. 
némica del pais y, por enda, en sus 
instituciones binserias. A diches cau- 
ses hay que atriouir prnsipalmente 
los efsatos queen las ult mat se ne- 
tan. Si bien en detarminades cir. 
cunstarcias,& que muy pronto ala- 
diremes, debiliteren las fuerzis de re- 
sistensia de este Bineo, para suponer- 
las raz‘n determiaante y exclusiva de 
sus dificultades esonémisas, seria nece- 
sario gue hubisra paiesiio sble en me. 
diodsla presperided general. Pare si 
todas las institasiones da crélits hen 
pasaio vw estda pssando la crisis; si ls 
sofialde la catéstrofe no soné en esta 
cass; sicada eusl sients les efectos de 
la situreiim del psi: v eada cual aprecia 
sus motives; si el Banso es solamente 
una victima mis spor qué no ha de cul 
parse ante todod= su estado @ las eau- 
sa* goneralss da esta perturbasiéa e20- 
ndmiza? 

No haelga, sin embarg>, decir a'gu 
srcuastancias & que an- 


’ ‘fr. 


europeos desconosidos, Y desgraciada- 
m nie, aunque tampoco por obra ni 
oor culpa nuestra, los Conssjes de! 
Binco 8; han resistido siempre & demi 

ciliavias em el exterior para que pro- 
porcioparen recarsos @2 circuustancies 
dificiles. 


iI 


Ea las ciraurstencias dificiles & que 
sntes hemos sludido, pesaba sobre el 
Biveo el deber de avxiliar eon todas 
sas fuerzas le produ sclon szucirera; de 
impedir que la plata llegara & ser pron- 
to eatre nosotros eo! Uniso metel ciren- 
lante. y dene agravar con exigencias 


iamoderaias las proporciones de nues | 


tro desastre fisanc ero, cenvirtierdo el 
maiestar de las elases mercantiles en 
‘ranea situaei‘n de quiebra y las difi- 
cultades econimiess de todo el pais on 
l:stimeso estade de ruina. 

El Consejo de gobierno aprecié la si- 
tuscién desie los primeros iustentes 
con clarided y no ss apart) del eamino 
que les eircunstanciss exigian, Com- 


| prendiende que Cuba tiene setaslmen- 


to para su zafra un séle meresdo y un 
slo consumidor, y que esto, fuera de 
cases excapsioneles, obliga & los pre- 
ductores de azacar & ne discutir los 
precios ni resistir las ventas; ¢ome 
ahora acontese, prests & ese frato 
el apsyo de sus elementos pdero- 
rosa buen nim 2re da casos. Cierto que 
dicho auxilio 4 la preduccidn azucarera 
ce ha tachado de poco dil, porque, al 
decir de alguna parte del ptibiico, bane- 
fisiaba d la especulacidn maz que 4 los 
prodactores; pero ese ptibdlico rectifica- 
tia quizée su jaicio si faera dab’e poner 
de manifi ste jos nombres de las perse: 
oas que al Banco tralian sus azd:ares. 
Aparte de que el beneficio de la espe. 
culacida en una zafra, es 4 Ja zafra si- 
gaiente el beneficio directe del hacen- 
dado y de que, en una comarca cuya 
exportacién se limita casi 4 dos produc. 
tos, el alza del precio en cualquiera de 
ellos podrd envolver directamente un 
lucro particular en provecho de sus ul- 
timos tenedores; pero lleva consigo, pa: 
ra todos los que no se detengan en ob- 
servaciones puramgnte superficiales, el 
bienestar y el enriguecimiento del pais. 

Tampeco ha descaidaio el Banco los 
esfasrzos en pro de la circulacidén dal 
oro. A costa de porjuicios ha procura: 
do traerlo 6 impedir mediante gires su 
salida. Y si hoy no ha desaparecido dal 
todo, & este Conssjo le cabs—con nd: 
meres podrd demostrarse—uana parte 
de !a gloria. 

O:ro servicio que el Banco ha pres- 
tado al pais en estos iastantes dificiles, 
consiste en no habar ipitads iss 
acontecimientos ni intentada realizar 
vidlentamente su cartera, con dafio de 
auostras clases mercantiles é industria 
les. Ei individuo 6 la Compafila cuyo 
crédito se debilita en momantos de es- 
casez general, lo rehaca ficilm ante cuan- 
do las circunstancias cambian, si no ha 
entrado en su casa e! alguacil del Jaz: 


gado, niha puesto sobre su frente la 


ley el estigma de la euspensidn de pa: 
gos, de la ejecacidn 6 de la quiebra. Y¥ 
estas catdstrofss jadiciales, por la rela- 
cidn de unos negocios con otros, se ex 

tienden, 4 manera de epidemias, en 
cuanto se da el primer caso. Da ie con- 
ducta levantada y generosa que apare- 
ce ha seguido, saldrd la salvacida del 
crédito de nuestra plaza, y por ende, la 
ide esta Iistitucido; al paso que de uaa 
serio de parsecuciones jadiciales y de 
x goncias sin piedad, habria salido pa- 
ra muchos afize la ruina del pais y, ¢ 


: moments en. Cuba yen los ‘mercados. 


! 


: 


superieres & Jas heshas jamas; hemor 
repuneiade & las dietas que jos Estatu- 
tos nos asignen; hemses eenstituida c»- 


Misiones p:rmemeutes para pracurar 


auo mayeres ecenemias y superiores 
riquezas; hemes legrado que no 89 per- 
diera ningua crédite resisnte; hemos 
Sezuido negosiacsiones delieadas para 
busear & esta situaszida el indispensa- 
bie ramedio; hemos realizade etres 
trabej:s que seria prolijo enumerar, y 
hemos prosedido en toies nucstres ac- 
tos con un amer & la Jastitucién y al 
pais, cen una hovradez y una raetita? 
tales que padames llevar alta le frents 


-—_—_ 
— 


& sus Negocios imprima el nuevo Con- 
s*j9, le permitan sea, como |» faé, an- | 
tes sin mov lizar su capital, el eje so- 
bre quegire teio nuestro movimiento 
mereantil. 


Ha de procurar el nuevo Consejo,co- 
mo 6:t31o ha vaniio prosuranio, que 
se rasuelva cuanto antes la firma en 
}que el Banco ha da hacer sus ipgrasos 
eo la Heciends por razdn da los im- 
puestos qu3 recauda. yque se resta- 
biezcan lo: contrat »s con el estado & 
Bus condiciones primitivas, no disgre- 
giado recaudacionescuanti sis & que 


ante los aeeionistss y ente la epinida. | tenemos avsotros indiscutible derecho. 


ill 


: No ha de ser dificil la tsrea, si todos 


: $e sienten animados de buenos d:ses, 


He side esta crisis tes ruda y ten Porque los sa:vicios que 4 diario pres- 


violenta, y de tal msdo iofiuyen en su 
marcha y 82 solueién Jos factores ant-s 
mMoenc onados, que este Bineo no tiene 
aun restablecida la normalided de sus 
operaciones, ni puete eontri*uir, sia 


algunas madides urgentes, @ Ilsvar de | 
ua modo iamediate ios fiacs & que ebe- | 


desa su existeacia. 

Para darse cuesta exacta de esa si - 
tuacién y pader infermar ja verdad & 
log sefisres aecionistas, emprandié esta 
Conseje la ardua teres de examiner 
uno perune les eréditos veisidos y 
clasificsarles & eonciensia en perdides, 
dudosos y cobrabies. Avanzaba rapi- 
damente esa trabajo euande, entra 
otras eausis, las ateaciones urgantes 
dela crisis obligaron & suspsaterlo; 
pero les dates entonces adquirides y 
los estudios reanuiades mis tarde, par- 
miten & ests Censajo asegurar que le 
situacién del Bincs es muche mas s5- 
lida y segura d3lo que ganeralmente 


62 parts alguorz mientras este Cena:je 
se hal'a al frente de su gestidn, yan: 
tss bien ha sito en buena parte saner- 
do; que le suma tete! que pueda esti- 
marse esmprometida desie fecha an- 


@2 UN pried» brava, rasteblesierda la 
integriiad del capita!, sino prefieren 
Jos sefiores agcionistis limitarlo desie 


Jusge &su veriaiera aseondencia ac-— 


‘tual, eame base inelulible ds faturas 


y mis amplios dosenvalvimientes. 
Cusntas noticies detaliadas y numé - 


ta el Bsnco a la marcha normal de T »- 
soro public»,son motivos mas que sufi- 
cients: para quano se debiliten sus 
derechos ni se desconvzcea sus intere- 
ses leg t mis. 


Ep cvanto al empréstito, Ja imposi- 
bilidad de cub 'irio ex'g> que ge piense 


| 


/@D su devolucién sin d fio para nadie, y 
con ja induiabe aquiescencia de les 
que se intcresaron en é!, 


Ha de prosurarss con sumo empefio 


terior aleanz: aproximedamente & un 
mill6n de pesos, y ques una adminis: | 
trasiéa feliz y reste le puede sanear 


rieas desaen obtener en ests seatila | 


'y cuidado que la clariiad con que & to’ 
dos conste ja situacién del Bineo; le 
‘seguridad de que Ja devoluciébn ha de 
efectuarss en metalico sin dilacicnes 
Dl entorpecimientos. y la conflacza en 
la marcha y ea @l porveair de esta Ias- 
| titucion, contribuyan 4 restablecar 
-cuante antes el movimiento de eusntas 


#9 Gr2e; que su capits! ne se ha perdido | corrientes y depdsitos, 


Esta clase de Bancos recoje en sus ca 
jas el metalico inactivo,y de las propor. 
| ciones qu3 la ley y la prudencia con- 
sienten, lo lanza & Ja circulaciéa, be-e- 

' ficiando en grado sumo ler queza pu- 
lica. El comerciante aumeata consi- 
derab|-mente sus recursos, cuando ha- 
‘lia en el crélits um nusvo y poderoso 
capital pra el desarrollo da sus op-ra- 
ciones. Y squi, en las particularida- 
des de Duestra vida loc:l, esos fondos 
que todos llavabimos 4 las c:jasde fas 
iustituciones de crédito, prseben de 
| alli al comerciants y del come -ciante, 
‘al hacendado y del haceidaio, al colo- 
‘no, y del colono. al trabajator, y en el 


los sefores scsionistes, teadra ei Con- | fec1mdo movimeato do nuestra vida 


s'j» verdaiera satisfacoéa ex comu- 
Dicirseles, empleando varbalmente 6 
por escrito las iniicac o2es que pre- 
ceden. 


IV. 


A\ sefialar las eues‘iones cuya soiu- 
cioa interesa & la marcha fatura del 
Banco, debe otorgerse lugar prefaren - 
te al refuarz> de sa existeacia matali - 
ca. Ua sumanto de capital, ea mayor 6 
menor escala, sezaa los fiaes que e' 
Banco 82 estima i/amaio 4 realizar, s3° 
ria la forma mas acsptable de lograr 


dicho objeto, si la escisez de nuastra | 
plazt, loz precios A qu3s3 cotizan los | cial atexciin al billete 


agricola, a! colono le restituira sus de- 
sembolsos la tierva; al haceniadoel ¢?- 
_lono y la msquinaris; al comorsiants 
el haceniado! y al Banco 6! comercisn- 
te; operaciones siempra renovaias, cn 
las que & diario craciala p= spsriied 
geoeral, y & las que importa que volva- 
mos de nuevo, aon el esfuerzo de todos 
mientras nos quede un poco de egois- 
mo para nuestros intsreses p:srticula- 
r-s y un poco de amor & los intereses 
vitales del pais : : 


importa ssi mismo consagrar espe" 
Este Consajo 


valoras, las condiciones en que toda para eviter detsrminados abus sen da- 
crisis coloca el tipo del interés y otras fic desu existenc’a m9 Alice; para im« 
razon s de peso, noobligeraa & dejar pedir ja depraciaciéa indeflacda da ese 


esa idea para mejor op ria tidal. 

Y fuara ds elia, se fije Ja atencidn 
iamediatem-nt», en las odlig:cionrs 
hipotecarias del Ayunt'meao. N> 
hay que pensar por ak ra ea venderlas 
aqui, n' en levanter fonios sobre elias, 
y su realizaciOn iameiliata en el exte- 
rior, tampoco resulta ni indispensable 


‘J, O°) 


ni prudente, c1ando pegocia suastro 


| sigao fidaciario, para respon ter A cier- 
tas exigensiat de la opinida, que ojald 
fuerao tan scertedas com> incontrasta- 
b‘es; para dismiavir Jaz o)ligaciones & 
la vista. evitands sus riesg »s; oara ras- 
ponder & !as conadic'on:s da sn3 exig- 
_te-cias metalicas, y para otros efactos 
parecidos, ha puesto emp-fio ea redacir 
constantem3n'e, de a gua tiempoeaa, la 


ours? Ges sefio™§ accienistes, ias 
personas qu> le sustitayan en le eles- 
ai'nqu? hoy ha de varificerse, po- 
dran tener la gloria. pera tod:s fruc- 
tifera y per tedos desrada, de eonsali- 
der el crélito de este Baines, fortala- 
cer y vigorizer la conflsaza publics, 
avxiliar ja reseluei‘n de nuestroim 

portents preblema monetario, meje- 
rar la sitascién comprometida de uno 
de questros g-andss prodastos y con- 
tribuir 4la ovra meritoria y fseunda 
de a‘iviar la grave. la dificil la pert sr- 
bada situssi‘a ecoudmies del pais. 


k 


Axngit san ya bostente conocitas, 
no busiga exponer aqui bravameacte 
las c uses & qui ne debde el estd> criti- 
ea Cel B:zec. No viven estas! ‘sti- 
tusiones desligadss sin? estrec}ym:n: 
te ucides & la region ep que desenvuel 
veo sus vevzorics y ello jus'fla: de 
sobra qus ent ‘@Os83 CrUsas inilyae. 
ms cicrtos hishes de earseter gane- 
ral, que no puelen evitarse faail- 
ments. 

Es ssbids, enefesto, ques oa es 
afiog de mis prospora ersecia y de mea- 
jores praciss, cl sxce’est» & hevelicia 
de nuestras export«c ones ne cucda ep 
eo] pais como reserva y zhorro para ma- 
los tiempos, sino ss extingue ¥ con 
sums con las agraveses atencio- 
mes de usa Cdeuia publics, siempre 
ereeienta, y con otros estinmules para 
Ja exportec 62 de la riqiez®, & que no 
suelen sustraerse las regiou»s co'onia. 
ies qu2 estin en perfolo de fomento. 

Esa faita de ragervas crea, en cusD. 
t> l:s eircunstaneias resultaa dssfava 


' 


sistencia d 31meo, para su poner- 
las razin determiaante y exclusiva de 
sus dificaltades econémi tas, seria nece- 
sario que hubiera paiesiio sole eu me. 
dio dsia presperiied general. Pare si 
todas las institasiones da crélits han 
pasaio vw estda pasando la crisis; si le 
sofial dela catéstrofe no soné en esta 
cuss; sicada eus! sient: les efestos de 
la situreiin del psi: vy eada cual aprecia 
sus motives; si el Baneo es solamente 
uva victima mis spor qué no ha de cul 
parse ante todod~ su estado & las eau- 
sax generales do esta perturbasiéa e20- 
ndmisa? 

No haelga, sin embarg>, decir a'gu 
na cosa daias circunstancias & que an. 
tes siuiiamos, psra que las tengaa ep 
cuenta log s°fiores accionistas. Eatre 
elias debs menejonarse la necesiiad d> 
reerger y almsc war primers, y de 
restituir & le plaze después eon ne pe 
quei> seerifisis, erecda cantiiced da 
moneias de plata, que debisron ser, 
en las arces de! T+sous publieo, alicien 
teyestimuls pare la reselaei¢n ofisia! 
da nuestra p*oblema monetario; pero 


que ss quedaron ¥ sigaen quedaaiese 


en les eajas dal B nc», na sia sx pra- 
testa, por une errdnes inotarpretscidn, 
que ee} Tribunsl eontencioso rechazaria 
segaraments. de sus ralec'ones con el 
Estade y de los cantrates pira ia re 
candaeién de losimpuestos 

Dede cons'gusrse tamb én, que, no 
por obra ni por calpa de este Consajo, 
la mayor parte del eap'tal del Binco 
no consiste en efectivo ni en valoras 
facilmante neg >siables, sine en obliga- 
eiones hipotesarias del Ayuntami:nts, 
seguras has‘a e| ultim> limite de sega- 
ridad exigible, pero irrealizibles da 


: crédito de nuestra 
e esta I xstitucido; al paso que de una 
a 


entradc en sucasa el alguacil d 
gado, ni ha puesto sobre su fre 
ley el estigma de la suspet 
gos, de la ejacucidn 6 de ia 


en 
— se da : primor caso. D3 ie con- 
ducta levantada y generosa ques apare- 
ce ha seguido, saldrd la salvacida de! 
plaza, y por ende, la 


erio de parsecuciones jadiciales y de 
«x goncias sin piedad, habria salido pa- 
ra muchos afise la ruina del pais y, co- 
mo resultado inevitab‘e, Ia rnina del 
Banco. los interases de este Casa no 
se desiigan en nada de los interezes ge- 
nerales; su crédito se cimoenta y forta 
lece con el crédito de los dems, y su 
vida ordspera aepende de que todcs se 
heneficies y enriquezcan. -— 
Ei criteris sentadoen este punte por 
los dos Baneos de Ja Habana, hourard 


hosrando la de esata Iastitucida, recau. 
dadora, con éxito envidiab'e de ies im 

puestos directos, su constatte resister: 
cia 4 apurar el tercer grado de apremio, 
qa3 6s iasubasta da fa tierra y de ta 


hogar. 

Con esta linea de corducta que nia- 
gia hombre hoarado y digao sa atreva- 
ra £ cansurar, ha logrado satiefscor al 
Banco en los mases de czitis, da onca 
& dose millones de pesos on matalico 
oer sus obligsejoauss & la vista, Para 
iogrario hamas trabajads toios sin des- 


perfsctamente en historia, esmo vieus | 


cata, la ruina de la industria y del | 


ria la forma mis acsptable de a 
dicho objeto, si la escisez de nuastra 
"| plaza, los precios 4 qass3 cotizan los 


valoras, las condiciones en qie toda 
crisis coloca el tipo del interés y otras 
razon s de peso, noobligrraa a dejar 
esa idea para mejor op ria sidai. 

Y feara daelia, se fije la atencidn 
inmediatem:nt:, ea las obdlig:ciones 
hipotecarias del Ayunt+meno. N> 
hay que pensar por ak ra ea venderilas 
aqui, n' en levanter foaios sobre alias, 
y su realizacioOn iameliata en el exts- 
rior, tampoco resulta ni indispensable 


} mi prudente, ciando pneg»cia ousstro 


Ayuntamienio una opsracida que su- 
pone e! resmbolso iomediato de di- 
chas obligacione: y cuando la s tuaciéa 
de les cambios en !a Paniosu'a y jas 
d:ficu'tades de sa vila exoadmic:, de- 
precian transitoriameaate ea los marca- 
dos extraojeros ciertos valores naco- 
males queena'gosa parece: «# estas 
céju'as del Ayuntamieato. 

Ditidas suertes, importa dom ci- 
lierles cuanto aates fuera de la Isla, en 
Ld5adres y en Paris, coa banefi i> para 
el Binc> por el cambio; con Ja veateje 
de que sean muy pronto couosidas y 
estimadas en lo que valen, y con la es- 
peranze de que pruporcimman recursys 
respetables, mientras llega ta ocasida 
de que el Ayuntamiento las rsc ja 6 da 
que el Banc» 82 despreada con vaatsja, 
de elias. 

Eutra tonto, resueltas algunas cues- 
tione; de que mis adelante habiare- 
mos, el Banco podra desanvo'ver su vi- 


da como la ha desenvusits hesta ahora, 
crzaso; hemos introjusida en ia plam- en cuaot> los acuesdos y la conduste 
tila del Estables ment) esomomisa de esta Junta goneral, y ia murcha que 
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importa asi mismo consagrar espe" 
cialatexciin al billete Este Consejo 
para eviter detsrminados abus 1s en da- 
fio desu existenc'a mo &lice; para im« 
_pelic la depreciacion iodeflada da ese 
s'gao filaciario, para respon ter 4 cier- 
tas exigensias de la opiaida, que ojalh 
fueran tan scertedas c>me incontraste- 
b'es; para dismiauir Jax oblizaciones & 
la vista. evitando sus riesg os; oara ras- 
ponder a las condic on:s da sn3 exis- 
te rcias metalicas, y para otros efactos 
parecidos, ha paesto emp°fia ea redacir 
_constantemsn’e, de a gua tiempo saa, la 
circulacion da jos billetes. Per» el Conse 
jo, que tiene el debder de estudiar e-tes 
casstioues y de mracias desie la altura 
qaeexije <u importeocia, estima que 
631 coadacta tisne que ser traosit rie, 
y que & t>‘a costa os nezeraria fortale- 
cer al crelito y «l prest gio del billete, 
para que s3 myeva, cin tola praleacia, 
deatco de los limites quoex jane! desa- 
rrollo ds la vida d-l Banco y las nezo- 
ciasiones de Naestres organismos m:r- 
cintiles. 
Si °s n°c2strio para lograr ese obije- 
to llevar separademonte uo depirta- 
m nto de emisiéa, a fia do qus ie cir- 
culacida da billete esté garaatizada con 
uQ* C3ja y aaa certsra esp3ciaies y ex- 
elusiva«; si hay que alterer las propor- 
clones legales en sa reserva moataiisa; 
$i es preciso radacir su emisi n a las 
-exigeacias mas iidispensab es ds mo. 
| Fimiento comercial; si cualgaiera otra 
-metida puede imosdir que resuita in- 

fructifaro el cotisiada y valios) pri- 
-vVilegio de em'siéa, no se retroc da acte 

nada pare salvar entre nos tres su por- 


th 
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LA JUNTA GENERAL 


DE ACCIONISTAS 


del Banco Espafiol 


Aungue san ya bastante conocidas, 
po huelga expomer aqui brevemente 
jas osusas & que se debe el estede criti- 
sa del Bango. Ne viven estas Issti- 
tueienes desligadss, sino estrechs men 
te ubidas 4 la regiéu en que desenvuel- 
yen sus negocios, y ello justifies de 
sobra que entre esas causas indique 
me,» siertos heehes de ecarieter gene- 
yal, que ne pueien evitarse ee 
mente, 3 

Es ssbide, enefesto, que en leg 
afios de més préspera essecha y de me; 
jores precies, el exceleuts & beneficia 
de nuostras exportaciones ne queda eg 
ol pais come reserva y ahorro para mas 
los tiempos, sine seextingue y con-) 
sume com las agravesas atetcio-— 
pes de uta deuda publica, siempre 
ereeionte, y con otros estimules para 
la cxportac 60 de la riqueza, & que ng 
suelen sustraerse las regiones colonia ; 
jes que estan en perfojo de fomento. § 

Esa faita de reservas crea, en cuan; 
to las eircunstancias resultan —s 


eee. 


m bles para le produecién del pais 6 
para la expertacién y venta de sus fru. 
tos, una perturbaeién eeenSmica mis 
6 menos istensa. Esto.'y algo mis,/ 
ha sueedide entre nosotros. La in. 
dustria tebacalera, falta de salida. no 
ha eneontr:do cvlesacién cimeda ‘pa of 
ra las dos u'timas eosechas y est§ go- 
portendo Iss angusties de una crisis 
cuye término no parecs cereano. Y 
las d:fitultades del mercedo de los Fs. | 
tados Unides, irflusendo eomo it flue 
yen directemente en el nuestro, eon. 
virtieren, al flealisar la zafra altime. 
en un el ooh desastre las esperan. 
zas que se habian conct bide 

al precie del azucar. eigia 


| | a 
- Kalas cirauostencies ditictles & que 


antes hemos aludido, pesaba ‘sobre el 
Bioeg el deber do avxiliar eon todas 
sus fuerzas le produ clon szucerara; de 

pedir que la plata liegera & ser pron; 

entre nosotros e| Unico metal cirau 
lante. y de no agravar com exigenei 
jiamoderaias las proporciones de nues; 
tro desastre floancsro, cenvirtiendo el 
| malostar de las elases mercantiles en 
(ranea situaei‘n de quiebra y las dif- 
cultedeg econ‘miess de todo el pais ep 
Leati meso estade de ruiga, 


tuacién ‘desde los primeros instentes, 
can claridad y no sa apart) del eamiao 
que les eircanstancias exigian. Com-: 
prendienda que Cuba tiene sete lmen-| : 
ts para su zafra un sdle merssdo y un| 
sdlo sonsumidor, y qua este, fuera de} 
cases excapsicnsles, obliga & los pro- 
ductores de azucar & ne discutir los 
precios ni resistir las ventas, eomes 
ahora acontese, prests & ese frato 
el apsyo de sus elemantos. prdero- 
rosa buen ntim>ro de casos. Cierto que 
| dicho auxilio 4 la produccién azucarera 
se ha tachado de poco dil, porque, al 
j decir de alguna parte del publico, bene- 
| fisiaba 4 la especulacién maz que 4 los 
| erodactores; pero ese otdlico rectifica- 
| tia quizds su juicio si faera dab‘'e poner 
| de manifiasto los nombres de las perse- 
: sae ue al Banco tralian sus azd cares. 
| Apar 3 “ae que él banefitia “as la sspe - 
wae en una zafra, es 4 ja zafca si. 
| gaiente.el beneficio directo del Hacen- : 
|; dado y deque, en una coprirca cuye | 
exportacién Be limita casi.@dos produc: 
tos, el alza del precio.en cualquiera de 
allos podrd envolyat.directamente un 


lucro particularen provecho de sus dl: 
timos tenedores; pero llevz nsigo, pa: 
ca todos los que no se detengea en ob- 


cervaciones puramente superfic el 
bieriestar y el enriquecimiento del pais. : 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 


oe Qe eee eae . 


From EL PAIS of Havana,January 26,1894. 


Se ee ee ee Oe ee ee ee 


LET US PREPARE. 


Aeeording to the news published to-day,the House 


of Representatives at Washington,has voted by 161 against 


36 to put refined sugars on the free list,that is the 


exemption which under the Me.Kinley bill only favored 
raw sugars up to number 16 Duteh Standard,the grade 
made almost exelusively by Cuba,is now to be — 
to all grades. The House has also voted to abolish 


the bounty favoring the produetion of domestie sugar. 


Both items of news &S&re important to us,but the 
first is of much greater importanee than the seeond, 
since the former brings us into immediate competition 
in the American market with the great sugar faetories 
of Burope,while the latter only defers for a more 
remote period the eompetition we shall have to meet 
from our neighbors whenever they find themselves in the 
condition to supply their markets with sugars from 


Gomestie sourees. 


The bill of the House must yet reeeive a majority 
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vote in the Senate before it beeomes law,and it would 


ee extremely venturesome at this time to prognostieate 


as to the stand that will be taken by that high body, 
though it will be well to notiee that a eonsiderable 
part,aecording to the London Times, indeed, the majority, 
of the american people.now finds itself in a psieholo- 
gieal state.sueh that,disearding all theories and doc- 
trines of proteetion or free trade,it wishes to essay 
new methods and proeedures, under the persuasion that 
the nation is now going through a period of met amor- 
phosis,in whieh it needs to seek new elements and new 


trade lines, leaving their diseovery to spontaneous 


aetion. This feeling does not loge ground and the 


possibility is even hinted,that it would be better for 
the eountry to supply its eolossal market with European 
beet sugar by an exehange of its fabulous mass of pro- 
visions and bread stuffs. Formerly the merehants of 
Havana paid $5 per barrel of flour on delivery from 
store in New York,bsut now the Western millers are offer- 


ing it at $3.40 deliverable on the wharf at the port 


of shipment. 


But we had forgotten about sugars. {f refined 
are put on the free list,that will plaee the market of 
the United States on a like basis with that of England 
since 1874; beet sugar will then strive with all its 
might to dispute the new market (the United States) 


against eane sugars,and we will beeome partieipants 


in a real duel between these two branehes of the sugar 


industry,the beet though much favored with industrial 


resourees,not having been hitherto mueh of a direet 


competitor in the neighboring market, beeause of the pro- 


teetion granted the Ameriean refineries. Franee, Germany, | 
Austria and Russia are in eondition to give an extra~ 
sréiuury tastes to their produetion, and it may easily 
turn out that the European refineries with their eheap 
labor,their seientifie methods,their bounties and their 
determination to eoneuer,the Ameriean refineries may 
become reduced to a level with the refining business in 
England, whieh is now one of the most stationary and 


languid industries of the latter country. 


Nevertheless,the result of the deeate pending in 
the halls of the American Congress is being anxiously 
awaited in our offieial eireles for the purpose of 
either inereasing our taxes or of abrogating the reei- 
proeity agreement,the latter notwithstanding it may not 
have prought us much benefit,still it has seeured us, 
at least,a commereial pease with our great customer. 
The raising of our taxes would only plaee us in worse 
eonditions for compet ing with the eapital and industrial 
intelligence of Burope; but every thing is possible 
under the suieidal tendeneies now prevailing throughout 


our Administration. Let us be prepared. 
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ESTEMOS PREVENIDOS. 


Publican los periédicos de hoy la no- 
ticia de que la Od4mara de Represen- 
tantes de Washington ha acordado 
por una votacion de 161 contra 36 la co- 
Jocacion de los aziicares refinados en la 
free list del arancel, 6 sea su exencion de 
derechos que baste ahora “rete ) “§ 
bill Mc Kinley solo fayorecia & 
cares crudos, es decir, 4 los compren- | 
didos hasta el grado 16 de la escala_ 
holandesa, que son los que casi exclu- 

_givamente se producen en Onba. Tam- 
bien ha acordado la U4mara la supre- 
sion de las primas 4 la fabricacion. | 

Las dos noticias tienen impertancia | 
pata nosotros, pero macho mayor es la | 
importancia de la primera que la de 
la segunda, puesto que aquélla nos 
trae la inmediata competencia en el 
mercado norteamericavo de las . 
dies industrias refiuadoras de Burop Gi 
y la segunda no hace mé&a que dite 
para é6poca m4s remota la que nos ha- 
r& la agricaltara de nuestros ners 


cuando est6 en condiciones de lach 
por el abastecimiento de azhoar del 
mercado interior. 

Para que llegue 4 ser ley el acuerdo 
de la Camara necesita el Ouncurso del 
Senado, y seria may aventurado pro- 
nosticar desde hoy cual seré la actitad 
de aquel alto cuerpo, aunque baeno és. 
apuntar que una parte considerable, 4 

~ juicio de un Corresponsal del Times de. 
Loudres, la mayoria del pueblo qmeri-, 
cano se halla.en uo. estado psico Ogiac 
tal que, prescindiendo de teorias y f f 3: 
trinas proteccionistas 6 librecambistat 
quiere ensayar métodos y proced i fot + 
tos nuevos, persuadida de que le ‘na. 
cion se encuentra en uno de. 380 
riodos de métamdrfosis en 
‘buscar elementos y trazarse | 
sha ouyo descubrimiento’ debe de rae 
sus fuerzas esponténeas, 8 dio dde 
ala no pierden pie, y hablan niet ten 
de'la poxibilidad de que el dés: 
de los caltivos industriales: ‘en’ Batoe 


pare wbaatever sa colusul: mercado!dé. 
“mejor y:m4s remaneradora salida & {a 
«maga fabalosa desuscereales:!A ates 199 
comerciantes dela abana pagabae’ Ja: 
harina en Noeva York/en el moniéito. 
d¢l embarque 4 5 pesos el barril, 
" -Vienen. 4 ofrecerla los molineros i I: 
Oeste en el mauelle 4 3 pesos guaren 
centayos.. Se EOP TE By c 
Pero nos atvidsbames, de. los. asfica- 
res. 81 los Tefinos pssan 4 la lista exen- 
ta de derechos. queda equiparadoe., 
comercio de azfivares en log’ Dstadds 
Unidos al que tiene en Inglaterra des- 
de 1874; la remolacha se lanzaré en- 
tonces realmente 4 disputar el nuevo 
mercado 4 los azticares de cafia, y asis- 
tiremos 4 un verdadero duelo ent 
las dos ramas de la indastria azaca 
Ta, pues aquella 6 sea la remolac 
con recursos indnstriales m4s conside- 
rables no era competidor inmediato mi} 
el vecino mercado, toda vez que ofrece. 
acabado sa producto al consumo y no}, 
matetia que elaborar 4 las refinerias: 
extrapjerus. Francia, Alemania, Aus} 
tria y Kasia estan en condiciones . 
dar extraordinario empuje 4 su prs ‘ 
duccion, y bien paede suceder que 
refineria européa con sas bejs joynes 
les, 8a Ciencia, sus primas y sa prope. 
sito de vencer reduzca 4 la refiner 
americana 4 lo que es la inglesa: a 
de las industrias mas l4nguidas y eB; | 
tacionarias de Inglaterra. Para’ 
dia muchos sinsabores esperan 4 nues- 
tros fabricantes de azficares. 
Sin embargo, en los circulos oficiales 
se espera con ansiedad el resultado del 
debate pendiente en las O4maras, Ame. 
ricanas para recargar més nuestra tri- 
batacion 6 denunciar el tratado, que 
si no nos ha traido apreciables venta- 
jas siguifica 4 lo menos la paz Com Jt- 
cial con nuestro gran mar chante. Asi 
nos colocariames en condiciones peo ) 
para resistir la embestida ‘de la cien- 
cia y del capital europeos;: ‘pero todo’ 
es posible, dadas las tendencias suici- } 
das que prevalen en nuestra Adminis. | 
tracion. Estemos prevenidos. 
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EXTRACTS from despateh number 724,dated August 


Sth.,1878,of Viee Consul General Williams. Series: Consul 


general Halls *°°°""*-?°Oer- 


x x x 

Refrring to that part of this platform relating 
to the removal of obstaeles to the importations of 
Cuba's sugars into spain,I would say its futility is 
manifest,when it is remembered that European statis- 
tieians aeeredit Spain with an annual eonsumption of 
less than 30.000 tons of sugar,whieh is equal to about 
the one third of one month's eonsumption in the United 
States,when the amount of molasses is redueed to,and 


- 


considered with sugar. 


During the present year,up to date,Spain has 


taken less than 50.000 boxes of Cuban sugars,equal to 


about 10.000 tons and this not solely for her own-eon- 
sumption but, with doubt ful suceess, partly for distribu- 
tion in the Preneh and Italian ports of the Mediterra- 
mean amd Adriaiie seas. Gonsequently,Cuba ean a 
expeet assistance from Spain in the approaehing hour 
of her business distress,when at the same moment the 


merehants,manufaeturers, and ship-owners of Catalonia 


and valencia are vehemently and indignantly protesting 


before the Madrid Government, beeause it proposes to re- 


Ze 


duee the differential duties of Porto Rieo to 7 Yo per 


eent, loudly asserting that without Porto Rieo is sub- 
mitted to a greater saerifiee,for their proteetion, they 
will not be able to live - and it is reported that the 
Government will yield to their elamors and irrational 
pretensions. And the much mooted idea of establish- 


ing refineries in Spain,for the refining of cuban and 


Porto Rico sugars there for the purpose of sale and 
distribution in purope,is no less quixotie and imprae- 


tieable. 


The beet root sugars of France, Germmy, Austria, 
Hungary, Russia,Holland and Belgium,together with the 
eane sugars of Egypt,the East Indies and other eountries 
have already displaeed in Europe,the raw sugars of 
cuba and porto Rieo; and the standard of meehanical 
and manufaeturing intelligenee of Spain, being notoriously | 
far below that of Great Britain and those other eoun- 


tries,- this apart from the absenee of the requisite 


/ 


se, * much less would Spain be able to eompete with 
them,and to atiempt it would only be an effort on her 


/ i 


part to leave a lesser for a greater impossibilitys 


I have the honor to be,most respeetfully, your 


obedient servant, 
(Signed) R.0.Williams, 


Viee Consul General. 
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Translation. 
U.S.Consulate General. 
HAVANA, January 24,1894. 
To His Exeellency the Intendant General of Finanee 
of the Island of Cuba. 
Exeellenecy: 
I am informed by the Consul of the United 
States at Cienfuegos,that Mr.Hoffees,master of the 
ameriean sehooner “Joseph W.Hawthorn",which arrived 
at said port on the 12th instant from Puerto Cabello, 
venezuela,in ballast,states that he eame to Cienfuegos 
with the vessel undcr his gommand in seareh of freight, 
.and that owing to his not having his manifest visaed 
by the Consul of Spain at Puerto cgabello,he reeeived 
a communication from the Colleetor of Customs at Cien- 
‘ 


fuegos,advising him that he had ineurred in a fine 


of three hundred dollars,for laeking that requisite. 


The said master deelares that he ealled together 
with his eonsignee at the epanish consulate at Ruerto 
Cabello,as proved by the bill of health issued by that 
offieial,and which is held by the Colleetor of guntene 


at Cienfuegos; that he was told there that eOming with- 


Out eargo,his vessel being in ballast,he had no need 


of having the manifest visaed; but this did not satis#y 


Qe 
the above mentioned master and he obtained a manifest 
from the eustom house at Puerto Cabello,signed by its 


Colleetor,who certifies that said sehooner sailed 


in ballast for Cienfuegos. 


In view of the above,it being evidently shown to 
Y.E.that there hag been no intention to defraud the 
interests of the Treasury of this Island,and that solely 
the ignorance of the eustoms laws of this eountry on 
the part of the master,as also on that of the Consul 


of Spain at Puerto Cabsello,hag subjeeted the former to 


a fine of $300, I, therefore, beg Y.E.to eondone said 


fine as an aet of justice. 


I have the honor to be Y.E.'s obt.servant, 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No. f- 
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Consulado General 
de los Estados Ynidos. 
HABANA, Enero 24 de 1894. 
Exemo.Sr.Entendente General de Haeienda 
de la Isla de Cuba. 
Exemo. Sefior: 
Segun me informa @l Sr.Consul de los Estados 
Unidos en Cienfuegos,ha entrado en aquel puerto el 12 
del aetual, proeedente de Puerto Cabello, Venezuela,la 
goleta americana “Joseph W.Hawthorn",su eapitan Hoffses, 
el eual manifiesta wiser wenido "4 aquel puerto en solo- 
eitud de flete y que debido s no traer su manifiesto 
visado por el Sr.Consul de Espafia en Puerto Cabello, 
ha reeibido un ofieio del Sr.Administrador de la Aduana 
de Cienfuegos, partieipandole haber ineurrido en una 


multa de tres elientos pesos,por falta de aquel requisito. 


El citado eapitan deelara que estuvo eon su eon- 
Signatario en el Consulado gyspafiol en Puerto Cabello, 
eomo lo prueba la patente de sanidad que aquel funcio- 
nario le extendid,y euyo doeumento obra en poder del 
Sr.Administrador de la Aduana de Cienfuegos,y se le 
Gijo que viniendo sin earga y S pies bparrido,no tenia 
neeesidad de manifiesto visado y por lo tanto no se lo 


Gaba; mas esto no satisfizo al meneionado marino yY Ob- 


tuvo un manifiesto de la aduana de Puerto Cabello, 


ra 


firmado por el gr.Administrador de aquella aduana, el 


eual eertifiea que la goleta de refereneia salia en 


lastre para Cienfuegos. 


En vista de lo expuesto,y donde elaramente se 
demuestra « V.E.que no ha habido intenelon alguna de de- 
fraudar los intereses de la Real Haeienda,y que sola- 
mente el deseonoeimiento de las leyes de aduana de este 
pais por parte del eapitan,asi eomo por parte del Sr. 
Consul de Espafia en Puerto cgabello,ha motivado el que 


/ 
aparezea el eapitan Hoffses eomo delineuente e ineurso 


en la multa de tres elientos pesos,ruego,por lo tanto, 
/ 
a V.E.se sirva eondonar la referida multa por ser asi 


de justieia. 


Tengo el honor de suseribirme de V.E.atois.s. 


q.b.S.m. 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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Translation 
HAVANA, 30 Jany 


Ramon 0.Williams, Esq., 


¢ 


Distinguished Sir: 


In answer to your eonsultation regarding the 


interpretation of the item entitled “Laborers for Key 


West", pubelished in the DIARIO DE LA MARINA on the Sth 
instant,I have to inform you that the commission referred 
to in said editorial did not eontraet laborers, but 
solieited all those who wished to go free and spon- 
taneously; and that the Governor General did not demand 
guaranty for their return fram the laborers who went 
voluntarily or from the Commssion,but to the laborers 
themselves, beeause they being subjeet to the eonseript 
law,they could not leave spanish territory without 
warranting their return. 

I am,Sir, ete. ete. 


(Signed) Viet.Otero. 
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COPY. 


Haeana,30 de Enero 


$8.D. Ramon 0O.Williams, 


Muy distinguido Sefior: 
.. 
En respuesta a su eonsulta sobre la interpre- 


taeion del suelto entitulado "Oereros para Cayo Hueso"*, 


publieado ¢n el numero del DIARIO DE LA MARINA eorres- 
pondiente al dia eineo ue Enero de 1894,le manifiesto 
que la eomision a que se refiere dicho suelto no eon- 
trato obreros,sino que solieito a euantos quisieran ir 
Libres y espontaneamente: y que el Gobernador General 
no pidio garantia del regreso de los Obreros que fueron 
voluntarios < dn etpieion: sine a los mismos Obreros,por 
la eireunstancia de que,estando sujetos a la ley de 
quintos,no pueden salir de territorio espafiol,sin que 
garantieen ellos mismos su regreso. 


Soy d@ V.ateSeSe4eDeMms 


(Signed) Viet.Otero. 


| xp ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


FEB 8 1894 
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Translation 


General Government of the Island of Cuba. 


Offiee of the Seeretary General. 


Your communication of the 27th December last 

reiterating another of the 30th May last,referring to 
a elaim presented bey the widow of Mr.James M.Churehill, 
having been reeeived,I have to inform you by order of 
H.E.and in answer to same,that on the 30th ultimo the 
Intendancy General was reminded of the report relating 
to your communication of May 30th, which had been trans- 
mitted to that offiee for its deeision; and not having 
reeeived yet the report requested,the Intendaney is 
again reminded to-day,in order that with all possible 
urgency this Government General be advised of the resolu- 
tion adopted; and whieh will in due course be trans- 
mitted to you. 

God guard you many years. 

HAVANA,27 January,1894. 


(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 


To the Consul General of the United St:tes 


Present. 
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Copy. 
Gokeierno General de la Isla de Cuba. 


Seeretaria General. 


Reeieida la comunicaeion de V.S.feeha 27 de Di- 
ciembre alt imo, reiterando otra de 30 de Mayo anterior, 
referente a la reclamaeion que sobre devolucion de eier- 
tos dereehos de exportaeion interpuso la Sra.viuda de 
Mr.James M.Churehill,son feeha 30 del eitado mes de 


4 
Diciembre, se reeordo’ a la Intendencia General de Ha- 


Ps 
eienca el informe relativo a la eomunieaeion de 30 de 


Mayo,que se habia pasado a aquel eentro,para su resolu- 
eion; y no habiendose reeibido aun #1 informe pedido, 
en el dia de hoy se le reitera de nuevo,para que,con 
toda la urgeneia posible se de cuenta a este Goeiermo 
General de la resolueion del asunto,la eual se pondra~ 
oportinamente en econocimiento de V.S. 
Lo que de orden de S.E.,manifiesto a ¥.8.1.0n 

eontestaeion ‘ was referidos escritos. 

Dios guarde  ¥.4. 0 makes anos. 

HABANA, Enero 27 de 1894, 


(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 


Sr.Consul General de los Estados Unidos en esta plaza. 
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HAVANA, February 5- : 1894. 


Copy. 
To the Consul General of the United States of Ameriea 
at Havana, Cuba. 

Mr.Pedro A.Esetanillo,importing merehant duly es- 
tablished in thisccity)respestfully says thai he pre- 
sented to the U.S.Consulate General a protest dated 
28th Deecember,1893,and reading as follows: 

Pedro A.Estanillo,duly lieensed importing merehant 
of this city,respeetfully states: 

That he has imported by the amer.S.S."Saratoga"* 
arrived here from the United States on July 27th last,a 
lot of wooden felloes whieh are free of duties under 
the ruling reeiprociiy agreement between Spain and the 
United States signed at Washington on Oetober 17th, 
1892,and also under the alphebetieal repertory purslished 
in that City,whieh says: "Felloes wooden sehedule A, 
paragraph 23". 

Aeeording to my eustom house entry number 4296 
said wooden felloes correspond to the above mentioned 
sehedule,but the appraiser has made the appraisement 
of said entry under sehedule D,paragraph 75,whieh 
is eontrary to the provisions made by the agreement 
in regard to wooden felloes,notwithstanding having 
presented a petition (instaneia) to the Regional Governor 


under date of the 6th September last adueing my rights 
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to refuse the payment of those unlawful duties, pro- 


eeedings are being instituted against me for the eol- 
leetion of same. 

And that it may thus appear I sign the present 
protest for the proper effeets at Havana, Deeember 
28th, 1893. 

| Nevertheless these steps taken and to avoid any 
judieial intervention to the damage of my interests, 
T have been compelled to deposit in the Havana eustom 
house the amount of three hundred sixty dollars ($360,306) 
spanish gold,as appears by the eustom house reeeipt 
entry number 4296, liquidation 4631,amount of duties, 
Which wrongfully end illegally are exaeted on an artiele 
free of duty. 

And that it may thus appear I sign the present 
Protest for theproperseffeets in Havana 25th January, 
1894. 

(Signed) Pedro A.Estanillo. 
Before me . 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


COPIA. 


¥ 


Sr.Consul Gral.de los Estados Unidos en la HADANA. 


“ARP EDRO ANTONIO ESTANILLO, eomereiante importador, 


aévVelaente matrieuladéo en eats plazga,respetuosamconte 
expone. 

Que habiedno presentado una protesia en ese Con- 
sulagdo de los Estados Undiso de Ameriea en la Habane, 
feghada 28 ae Dieicmere de 1895,y la que dies ¢omo 
sigues 

D.PEDRO ANTONIG BSTANILLO, comereiant etc.,rcspse- 
tuosamente expone.s 


Que habiendo importado en el vapor amnericano 


"Saretoga® proeedents ce 


+ 


Los $tados Unidos y el que 
entro en este puerto el Gi» 27 de Julio del seorrisnte 
aflo, una partida d@ eamones de madera,los «ue serun el 
tratado vigente con los Bstados Unidos, aparesen en el 
repertorio alfabetico impreso en Washington,*®n la pagina 
OL primer renslon y dice a la letra "fe'iloes wooden® 
tabla A 23",y son por eonsiguiente libre de todo dereeho. 
Sezun mi deelaracio:n numero 4296 en este Aduana, 
eorresponcen los ciehos eamones a la ve meneionada par- 
tida,pero el Sr.VYista ha ereido bien haeer el aforo de 
la menecionada hoja por la tabla D,;jaratado 75,lo que 


Ss @nteramente eontrario 4a lo gue estableee con rege 


peeto a eamones de madera o sea “wooden felloes” ¢én 


el tratado eelcbrado,s¢ un lo dGemucstra elrepertorio 
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a que me refiero,. 

_Apesar de haber heeho una instaneis al Sr.Gober= 
nador Regional en 6 de Septiemere del eorriente afio y 
haber Gemostrado el derecho que me asists® para negarme 
al paco de los Gereehos aque iniustamente se me quieren 
imponer,se m¢@ s@gus sjeeucion por el importe de dichos 


qereenos. 


Y para que const? ¥ la : resente protesta suria 


° 
. 


los tfectos neeesarios, firmo la prestnte en la Hzbana 
a 268 de Diciembre de 1895. ° 
(Firmado) Pedro A.Estanillo. 
Apesra de todas @¢stas diligenelias y para evitar 
una ejseeu.eion. jucieial en perjuieio de mis intsereses, 


m2 he visto obligado a Gepositar en esta eduane el 


importe de $306.06,oro esp-fiol,segun lo demuestra la 


edjunta e@arta de deposito,deelarseion 4295, liquidaeion 
4631, valor de los cereehos que infustnr y sarbitratria- 
ments se me quisren cobrar por in efeeto que -4agun he 
demostrado ¢s libre ce toco dereenc. 

para us eonst® y le presente ; rotests surta 
los efeetos neeesarios,sezgin #1 tratado somezreial 
cels>brado eon los Estados Unidos y que rigs *n esta 
Isla desde #1 dia 1 de Julio de 1892, firmo 1a j resente 
en la Wasana a 20 ¢*# Mnero Ge 18°94. 

(Firmado Psdro A.£stznillo. 

Ante mi, 


(Pirmado ) Ramon 0.Williams, 
Consul General. 
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Translation. 
U.S.Consulate General. 
HAVANA, January 31,1894. 
To H.E.the Intendant General of Finanée 
of the Island of Cuba. 
Exeelleney: 

In eomplianee with instruetions of my Goverm- 
ment I have the honor to present to the eonsideration 
and resolution of Y.E. the enelosed certified eopy of 
the protest of Mr.Pedro A.Estanillo,merehant of this 
eity,against the deposit of $360.06,spanish gold, 
which he has been eompelled to make in the eustom house 
of this port,amount of duties on a lot of ameriean 


wooden felloes reeeived wy steamer "Saratoga" on the 


27th July last,unduly appraised; said merehandise 


being considered free of duties under paragraph 23, 
sehedule A of the reeiprocity agreement between Spain 
and the United States; and notwithstanding he protested 
against said appraisement on the 28th Deeember last, 
which protest I had the honor to enelose in my communi- 
eation to Y.£.of the Srd instant. 

I am, ete. ete., 

(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


+6 
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HAVANA, February f of 1894. 


Copy. 


Consulado General de 
los Estados Unidos. =; 


HABANA, Enero 31 de 189A. 
a 


P 
; 


Exemo.Sefior: 


Cumpliendo instruceciones de mi Gobierno tengo 
el nonor de presentar e la eonsideraeion y resolueion 
de V.E.la adjunta copia certifieada de la protesta 
de D.Pedro Antonio Estanillo,comereiante de esta plaza, 
eontra el deposito de $360.06,oro espafiol,que se ha 
visto obligado a haeer en la aduana de este puerto, 
tmporte de dereehos sobre una partida de ecamones de 


madera de proeedeneia amerisana reeibidos por vapor 


O om 


"Saratoga" en 27 de Julio ultimo,aforados indebidamente, 
por euanto eonsidera esa mereanecia libre de derechos 
bajo el ineiso 23,tablea A del vigente convenio de reei- 
procidad entre Espafia y los Estados Unidos; y no obs- 
tante haber protestado eontra dieho aforo en 28 de Di- 
clembre ppdo.,euya protesta tuve la honra de 2eompafiar 
a V.E.en mi ecomunieaesion feeha 3 del eorriente. 

Dios guarde a V.E.muehos afios. 

HABANA, Enero 31 de 1894. 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 
Consul General. 


Exemo.Sefior 
Intendente General de Haeienda de esta Isla. 
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Enc losure No.l. 
With Despatch No. 2119. 


HAVANA ,February T. 1894. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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From EL PAIS of Havana,January 30,1894. 
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OUR COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. 


The abrogation of the reciprocity agreement with 


td 


the United States is much spoken about of late. The 
levity and optimism with which it is treated, reveal 
at once the existing unhealthy state of opinion and 


the helplesness of our present situation. 


— = — —~—- - ——-—- -— 


Indeed,it is made to appear that this agreement 
was a mere imposition of the time,enforced on us by'a 
powerful and tyrannical neighbor,to whom we owe nothing, 
and to whom we surrendered without resistance, and with 
as much humiliation as want of self respect. To such 


an outburst,so blindly unjust towards the United 


States and so depreciative of ourselves,no serious 


reply can be given. 


In the beginning no one here,or very few at least, 


attributed to the Aldrich amendment the sense of imposi- 
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Ze 
tion which some have since given it. The letters 
of Mr.Blaine to Senator Frye and to other persons 


whose names are now forgotten, showed that with res- 


pect to Cuba,the purpose of the United states was that 


of retaliation,as a means of forcing the removal of 


the enormous discriminating duties imposed here on 


their exports,especially on their farm products by 


our iniquitous teriff system and ite supplementary 
regulations. That system was only worthy of past ages, 
but continued, notwithstanding the assurance of the 
Mother Country in 1870 that it would be temporary, and 
last only with the war,to be succeeded,as soon as this 
was over,by a free trade policy suitable to the pecu- 


liar conditions of the Island. 


We heve only to remind our readers that the Nation 
so badly treated by our tariff laws,when Spain,on the 
adoption of her unreciprocal or one sided coastwise 


trade,opened our market to her own and her so called 


products,and shutting her market at the same time 


ageinst our products,was the United steates,our sole com- 
mercial support,the country that buys over 90 per cent 
of our sugar crop,and more than 60 per cent of our leaf 
and manufactured tobacco, this fact of itself noes how 


absurd and rash was such a policy. 


Much is said about the imaginary imposition that 


we have submitted to from the Americans,but no one 


3. 


recollects of the ridiculous proposition on our part, 


to compel them to not make reciprocity treaties with 
any other sugar producing countrtes but Cuba and Porto 


Rico,while at the same time we were also interposing 


911 kinds of obstacles,under the form of burdensome 


duties and Customs Regulations to the introduction 


of their products into these two Islands,not at all 

for the sake of Cuba and Porto Rito,but for the special 
benefit of spanish millers, and that too,when it was 
well known that Spain did not grow wheat enough for 


her own consumption and needed to import from foreign 


countries. 


This iniquity was clearly set forth in the cele- 
brated letter of Messrs.Galban,Rio and Co.,of this 
city, addressed to their correspondent in New York, 
and of which Mr.Blaine made such skillful use in his 
efforts te enforce from Spain a just and reciprocal 
treatment towards the United States in their inter- 
course with Cuba and Porto Rico. Indeed,it may be 


said that this was the main object of hig diplomacy. 


If our Government,as petitioned by our mereantile 


corporations,anc the commissioners we sent to Madrid, 


head reciprocated at once the favors granted our sugars 
under the Mac Kinley bill,by a thorough reform of our 


tariff and abolition of the shameful monopolies created 


by the one sided coastwise trade,in favor of the real 
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and unreal products of Spain,the just complaints of the 


United states would have been avoided. 


Neither would there have been any necessity for 
the agreement. For the President not being authorized 
to make special concessions in our favor,it is evident 
he could claim none from us,and all that was needed to 
guard us against the reprisals of the Aldrich amendment, 


was to have corresponded to the mercantile legislation 


of our neighbors with like liberal measures. For it 


must not be forgotten that the original plan of Mr. 


a = = — 
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Blaine,was lost on the defeat of the resolution pre- 


‘gented by his friend senator Hale,to which sufficient 


amplitude was to have been given to the proposed 


> i i i a i a i, i 


reciprocity treaties,so as to have included nearly all 


the products of the countries,with which they were to 

be made,- such as tobacco for example. On its re- 
jection,the United States remained exposed,of course, 

to be treated as they treated others,since they 
granted neither special nor new concessions, only 

limiting themselves to the asking of a fair and equitable 
treatment,without distinction, from all countries 
producing the articles exempted by the Mac Kinley 
bill,and they would not, therefore,have been able to 
complain against those countries that should have enacted 
equally liberal measures. In this manner we would have 


stood in position,in the course of time,to have obtained 


spec ial concessions in favor of tobacco,as far as 


Se 


in exchange for others on our part. Our Government 


preferred instead the present agreement,in disregard 


of the recommendations of our corporations,which it 


howevey, . 
satisfied,to the extent of abandoning its policy of 


resistance. 


It is true that a certain number of products of 
the United States,which in their majority in no way 
competed with those of Spain,were exempted from duties 
or left subject to very moderate ones; but the greater 
part were only favored to the extent of 50 to 25 per 
centum of the tariff rates,which as is known,were 


cooked to the circumstances of the case,in the new 


were ee ee 
o* 


tariff,so erringly adopted under the direction of Mr. 
Romero Robledo. It was desired,as seen,not to disturb 
things at the bottom of our absurd tariff system,nor 
to touch the policy of sclhaison. os countract the de- 
mands of an avaricious exchequer; nor of injuring in 
the least,the monopoly created in favor of the Penin- 
sula by the Law governing the commercial relations be- 


tween the Mother Country and the Colonies; nor lessen 


in the least the advantages created by that law in 
favor of the merehants of Spain,nor forgetting ,on 
imposing the tranistory duty,to save from its action, 
those of her products similar to the ones of the United 


States,cxempt from duties. 


The reciprocity treaty is now decried and de- 
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claimed against , but without stating the object or the 


interests that demand it. Two considerations only can 


be invoked: the convenience of the Exchequer, which 
perhaps believes it possible to wipe out easily its 
deficit by throwing this charge on american commerce; 
and, therefore on the consumers of the Island, and on all 
the branches of its industry,interested in maintaining 
good, cheap and easy relations with the american mer- 
ket; as likewise in obtaining from the United States a 
treaty sufficiently ample to embrace tobacco in ex- 
change for the concessions that we may be able to 
offer tnem. In either case those who thus expatiate, 
only spend their time and labor in chasing illusions; 
for it is not so easy as they imagine to force the 
United states,conscious as they are of being our only 
commercial support,to lend themselves to us a plaything 
and instrument; nor oblige them by such compulsions, 
into granting us market privileges,so needed for our 
cigar industry,by reason of our present system of 
taxation,the closing of the market of the Mother 


Country,and the opposition of the American cigar 


manufacturers. 


If it is thought that we can abrogate the reci- 
procity agreement with impunity and substitute it with 
one more onerous,it can only be upon the supposition 


that the ynited etates give but little importance to 


Po 


e ae gre 4 Som Ly," } ir 
vise alias be, SPN Rn 
ce a Nate F. 
, > SF - - 1" 


J iy ¢’ 7 
Bie See On Mey Sila 
Pare ney Bears sage 
Re gt y 2th hn kh 3 Hig 
Fede’ ae My is, 


f, » 

Poiy By 
£8 ths. 2 J ; 
ve 7, ve" 3 
AEE SG: 5 ne | des aig é 
i f hs ee ey as 
vs ed We KAD. BN eke. 


4 
Ds 
es Os kien 


our market,as well as to those of the other countries 


interested in the Aldrich amendment, in view of the 


little we purchase from them,in comparison with the 


vast amount they sell to the world at large. 


Under the influence of this idea THE NATION 

(December 28) said: 
"The indifference with which the proposi- 

"tion of Mr.Wilson (Chairman of the Sccaktton 0? 

"the Ways and weans) for the abolition of the re- 

“ciprocity clauses of the wac Kinley bill was re- 

"coived,plainly demonstrates how little interest 

"the affair inspired*. From this view can any- 
body in his sound senses believe that the United state, 
will,while looking on this affair with such indifference, 
yield to our exaggerated pretensions? That clause 
says THE NATION had no other object but reprisal. 
Then,can anybody believe it would be prudent on our 
part to incite a tariff war again with the pnited 


States,which would inevitably end in our discomfiture. 


These considerations show by themselves how 
cautious and discreet our government should act in an 
affair so grave. The 2brogation of the agreement for 
the improving of our relations with the great market 
of the ynited States,as well as with the rest of the 
civilized world,by an earnest and liberal tariff re- 


it 
form,would be acceptable to all. RBgt to abrogate with 
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no other purpose than that of increasing our own op- 


: 


pression and economic serfdom, subjecting our trade 


with the United States,to the same fetters as those 
binding it to the Mother Country,only: to increase 

more and more the privileges granted by that one sided 
coastwise trade to the real and not real products 

of the Mother Oountry in our market,while she shuts her 
against the tobacco,rum and sugar of Cuba,forcing there 
by all the burden of taxation upon our consumers, 

is a thing to which we could not easily assent,for that 


would be the consummation of our unfortunate economic 


history. 
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NUESTRAS RELACIONES MERCANTI- 
L¥S CON LOS ESTADOS-UNIDOS. 


Mucho se habla estos dias de denun- 
ciar el convenio de reciprocidad con 
los Estados-Unidos. La ligereza y has- 
ta el optimismo congue de esto se 
trata, revelan. un estado enfermizo ds 

“te opiiion y prue 
ble es, & causa de eso mismo, l 


pa 
mo- 
men to. 


cion del pais,” al’ ménog ‘por 


No parece sino que el convenio 88 
‘gcepté como mera imposicion de- » las 
circunstancias, como el acto de fuer- 
sade an vecino poderoso y tiraniéo, 
‘de quien no recibimos beneficio- igu- 
no, y al cual nos rendimos con tanta. 
sobra de ‘hamildad’ oo" falta’ de es- 

+ erApalo, pues ni siquiera cdidamos de 
disimalaria. A. semejante salida dé to- - 
no, tan ciegamente injusta ‘para | los 
Batados- Unidos como depresiva were 
vosotros, pues no se concibe flaqu 
jauta que de semejantes cosas 
alarde, no hay coutestacion ‘ine dar 
@0 sério, | 

Bn primer lugar, nadie 6 may | DOCK 
al meuos, atribuyeron aqui &la clausa-' 
ja Aidrich del bill Mc. Kinley,.el s an: | 
tido de imposicion que se le byeth, yue-. 
ido: dar despues, Las’ cartag’d : Mi : f 
‘Biaine al Senador Frye y 6 ottas'y 
sohas cayus nombres estan ya ‘olvit re 
dos, demostravan que respecto & Cubs: 
el interés, el ‘proposito ‘del okie DO 
amerivano era mas: bien de represalia, | 
‘para obtener la d, ‘saparicion ‘30 los 
enormes recargos que" 4 sus | roved 

Bccl y ne ‘a rine aula im- 
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dolos y recargéndolos sin — 0° 
provecho de los consu | 
“eomercio de harinas de la. Metropol 
donde es sabidisimo que no 8p 


duce siquiera él trigo necegario, pars 


el propio consumo. ee vant 


mar ee BY, 4 


Esta inighidad qued6 clarfsimam 


te expuesta ‘en la célebre catta de los 
Sres. Galban, Rio. y O* de esta pl 


au propaganda en favor de me iid: 
encaminadas 4 garantir el Coo de 
cierta: ‘reeiprocidad 4° los “Batade 
Unidos. . Puede ‘decirse; -por consi 
guiente, que & eso se:dimitaba, er 
lo-esencial, la diplomacia ‘aiiérican 


Si. nuestro. Gobierno, - como" pidieron! : 


las Oorporaciones” Econémicas' y s 


Comisionados, hubiese - “correspond j 


do & la tranqnicia que - ibs 
tar nuestros azficares mediante el-bil 
‘Me. Kinley con una vaste. 


arancelaria que destrayende el mono- 
polio vergoozantemente. creado por el 


casi oabotaje & favor de’ las: 

ciae legitimas 6 ilegitimas dela Penia- 
eula, babiese salvado las justas 

de los Estados-Unidos,. ni 

sido preciso’ e! ‘conve 


: 


pape esté que los Setaina Waiins que- 
aban. expuestos 4 ser-tratados- co 
‘mo trataban 4 los dem&s y pues no 
hacian concesiones especiales ni nue- 
vas, sino se limitaban 4 pedir jus- 
ta y —" oe den cia - 


abrian Pbghen te i ye 
‘adoptasen tii criterio idéatico 6 ané- 
logo. Habriamids qaedado asi expedi- 
08 para obtener, seieata el tiempo 
concesionies especial es en favor del ta. | 
baco, hasta donde faesen posibles, & 
cambio de otras de igaal caréster por 
‘niidatra, arte, que onidadosamente hi- 
ciégemos. Prefiriése por ndestro Go- 
hfaeate el convenio vigente, separéudo- 
se del panto de vista de las Corpora. 
ciones, & lag caalés se satisfizo con el. 
‘abandoao dela politica de resistencia, 
pero no on el modo de sustitairla, 


‘Veerdad es que cierto bimero dear. 
thoulos americanos, sin posible compe 
tencia el su mayoria para la Peninsu. 
la, faeron eximidos | de derechos - 6 
‘quedaron sujetos 4 muy médicas exac- 
clones; mas para la mayor parte ha: 
‘dian de regir solamente rebajas de 50 
y 26 pS sobre los tipos del arancel, 
que como es sabido, se acondicionaron 
& las ciroustancias del caso, cuando la 
reforma que.ten desacertadamente, por 
to general;*Habo de llevarse 4 cabo en 
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fiempo.d 1 Sr. Romero. No se habia 
eter, como se vé, pi 


esencial- de nuestro absardo régi- 
men § adaanero, en cuanto obedece-4& 
an criterio de exclusion 6 de codicioso 
rigor fiscal; ni: en cuanto fuese hace- 
dero, el mono olio creado . para la Pe- 
ninsala of la ‘ley de relaciones. No se 
olvide, por lo dems, que’ para io 
mermar ¢ lo m&s inimo «lad venita- 
ley ofréce 4 los frafican- 
tee de la Pesinsals, ‘euando 66 Gred 
luego el impuesto transitorio, thvoge 
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tro. tréfico, paca fortifioar mis y 
més la situacion privilegiada que 
merced a! casi cabotaje. disfratea ya 
land procedencias y pseudoproceden- 
cias de la Peninsula en nuestros puer- 
tos, mieatras all’ loa prodactos de Oa- 
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peso de la tributacion gravite, : el 
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From EL PAIS of Havana, Bebruary 3 ,1894. 
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WHAT IT SIGNIFIES. 


In the House of Representatives, the debate con- 
tinues without interruption on the tariff bill,which is 
likely to rule at an early date in the United States. 
And its context being known,especially that part of it 
relating to sugar; our colonial bureaucracy is already 
amusing itself with the illusion that it will soon 
be able to retrieve the concessions it was forced to 
make to American commerce,on yielding to the recipro- 


city agreement with the United States. 


We have called the attention of the country 
already to the danger it runs é@f,moping under its 
present commercial advantages,it ceases to be on the 
alert against the machinations of this selfish bureau- 


cracy; which now gives itself the pompous airs of 


protector of the people,while inwardly disda@ining them 


2. 
as ener of its high favor,and is at the same time 
preparing to clap on new taxes just as soon as it is 
known that the reciprocity agreement with the United 
States is to be revoked; and the people,too,will be- 
come the victim of this wicked plan if not on their 


guard against it. 


put to think that the United States will change 
their tariff in manner to lose,without any compensa- 
tion,the advantages acquired in our market, appears to 
us to be without reason. S$till,our bureacratic states- 
men do not only expect this; but even that the colossus 


meekly 
of the North will come and sprawl himself full length 


at its feet. 

Already the information is spread among us from 
the Colonial Ministry, that the Cuban tariff,now in 
course of formation at Madrid, will not be made known 
till Congress shall have voted,and the President 


/ 


United States,in order to be able to adjust the 


shall have approved,the tariff that is to rule in the 


Cuban tariff to its provisions. This would be a pru- 
dent precaution did it not entail the danger,after the 


American tariff is knowm,of pretending, under that 


‘controlling stupidity of which we have seen so many signs | 


to make the United States pass under the caudine forks. 
For let the opposition say and protest whatever it 


pleases,still the United States are our commercial 


Se 
metropolis; and they make the laws to which our com- 
mercial sahackoad. te well as ourselves must submit, 
it being left with us to make the most out of the cir- 


cumstanc?2se 


It will be folly for us to attempt to resist 
the United states, for they would soon bring us to 
reason; as they have always done when our governors 
persistedly pvovoked their retaliation,in disregard of 
the truth that they are the arbiters of our economic 
life. And the same will occur again, for it would be 
a simplicity on our part,to believe that they have 
nothing in reserve by which to compel our Government 


to respect their customs legislation. 


With respect to the interests of Cuban planters, 


we do not believe the reimposition of duties here on 


American production will be so protective of them, 


as the useless efforts of the cane and beet sugar 
manufacturers of the United States to preserve the 


bounties granted them under the Mac Kinley bill. 
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HABANA 3 DE FEBRERO DE 1894. 
LO QUE IMPORTA. 


En las cimaras de los Estados—Uni- 
dos prosigae sin tropiezos la discuasion 
de las nuevas tarifas arancelarias que 
parecen destinados 4 regir en breve 
én la nacion vecina. Aprobado ya el 
bill relativo 4 las mismas en la C4mara 
de‘ Rspresentantes, esta pendiente en 
la mepealignd ae #% bey. anageasees: del 3g 
nado,” Le Te 

Oonocido como es el sentido de las 
nuevas tarifas y sobre todo lo que las 
mismas disponen respécto del _azdcar, 
la burocracia colonial continéa forjéa-'| 
dose lw. ilusion de que pronto ha de jo! 
mar el desquite contra las’ concesiones 
que obedéciendo 4 la ley dela ne " | 
dad hubo que hacer ‘al comercio'a 
ricano,: - ) 

Ya hewos llamado oe atencion dél 
pais acerca del peligro qae corre ai, 
adormeciéndose en el goce de las ven- 
tajas comerviales de que ahora disfru- | 
ta, no esté apercibidy 4 toda hora para | 
la defensa de sus intereses conti le 
maquinaciones de 6sa burocracia inte- 

 Tesada, 

Hila se da aires de vigilante protec. 
tora del pueblo, y este, lejos de. mere- 
cerle favor y buena obra, s¢ convierte 
en victima suya si no sabe estar’ | reve: 
nido contra sus planes tendentes: 
lo generai 4 obtener del mismo: Jos | 
yores impuestos posibles con an. 
nar las'arcas del Tesoro piiblico, sale | 

~ Pensar que los. Estad nidos-h: 
gan ana nueva ley de. tarifas ) pare per: 
der sin compensacion. alga na las ven- 
tajas que tienen adquiridas en ‘nuestro 
Mercado, parecenos que 8 pensar en 

Jo excusado. Sin embargo, no otra} 
cosa uguardan nuestros éatadistas: of 
cinescos si no que el coloso wl Norte 
Se pestre: inerme @ sus piés. AS is 


: t 


de conocidas: fas: tarifas américanas se 
pretenda, con ja insensatez de que tan- 
tas muestras se nos’ ban dado, hacer 
pasar & noestros vecinos. ie las hor- 
cas caudinas. | 

Porque, digase jo que se qniera y 
por mas protestas que 8e bagan, 
cierto'es que nuestra metrépoli ‘mer- 
cantil esté en los Estados Unidos: 
Eilos nos dan la ley 4 que debeu obe- 
decer nuestraa relaciones comér NOB, 
y 4 nosotros no nos toca hacer. nas 
que someternos, procurando apro¥ 
char las circanstancias para’ Fecatyar 
las posibies compensacionés:. = << 

Ea vano es que intentemos. resistir, 
porgne ellos se encargan de redacir 
nos bien pronto 4 la razon. Digalo si 
no la manera como han’ correspondido 
siempre 4 las terquedades de noestros 
gobernantes empefiados en provoca 
daras represalias delos’ que “soi los 
4rbitros de nuestra vida: econémica, 
Para esos intentos de rebeldia_no Iss 
ha faltado nunca algussa. medida con. 
tuudente con que obligar al Gobierno 
4 rendirse 4 ta realidad. Y lo ‘mismo 
sucederia ahora, porque seria une 
candides creer que no se ‘reserve. al- 


gisiacion aduanera. Eo eusnte tes 
intereses de los proddetores « 


iia "> 


los derechos que rebajé 6 & euprini el 


Batadoo Unidos pars, conservar la si 


arancel de Muc Kinley: - 
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COPY. 


La Legacion de Espafia en Washington, en carta oficial 
numero 29 de 8 de Septiembre di tino, punttioc al Gobierno 
general de esta Isla un2 copia debidamente legalizada 
del Repertorio oficial Espafiol, que dice obra en aquel 
Pepartamento,con el objeto de facilitar las operaciones 
Ge Aduanas y evitar complicaciones por adolecer de 
errores el repertorio, que aqui esta rigiendo en 1a ac- 
tualidad. 

Dado conocimiento de este asunto al Sr.Ministro de 
Ultramar,no oficialmente,pero si en carta al Sr.Gober- 
nador General,manifiesta gue,en efecto,debe prevalecer 
61 texto castellano del repertorio original,esto es, el 
firmado por ambas partes contratantes; cuya copia sé 
sata scufvontanée ef.el Ministerio y no ha podido con- 


7, 
cluirse para ser remitida a esta Isla por el 21 timo 


fs / 
correo llegado a ella,el del 10 de Enero proximo pasado; 


ee 
mas agrega el Sr.Ministro que en brevisimo termino se 


ff 
comunicaran al Gobernador General instrucciones sobre 


el asunto en el sentido expuesto. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 


THE LAW OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 


For the purpose of understanding to what extent 
the results of the laws now controlling the trade re- 
lations betwem Cuba,Porto Rico 2nd the Mother-Country, 
are likened in their effects to those that governed in 
the South American countries,when they were Spanish 
possessions,it will be necessary to take a retrospective 
glance at the history of the latter; for they will 
furnish us with lessons that can be profitably applied 
to the commerce of these two Islands,as now carried on, 


with the Metropolis. 


When the discovery of América was made by the 
marvellous and intrepid genius of a mariner generously 
aided by the illustrious Queen fsabel the Catholic, 


Spain had 20.000.000 inhabitants,powerful fleets that 


geined signal victories from the times of Bernardo 
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de Cabrera and Roger de Flor,. an extensive and 


lucrative trade,that supplied woollen and silk fabrics, 


oils and wines,and tempered blades of Toledo,and even 


cereals,at times,to a great part of the Buropean con-- 


tinent © 


According to a modern historian,the cloths of 
Sezovia and of several factories of Catalonia, were 
the most esteemed. Medina del Campo,with its 200.000 
dwellers had trade of more than a hundred and fifty 
millions of crowns (escudos). The products of the fac- 
tories of Valladolid sans immense. The fabrile indus- 
try of Barcelona was much greater than at present; and 
in Seville there were more than forty thousand artisans 
employed in the weavings of silver and other manufac- 


tures. 


In 1824,when the American continent was irre- 
trievably lost for Spain,she had no more than 10.000.000 
inhabitants in the Peninsula. Mer merchant marine and 
vessels of war had nearly disappeared from the Ocean; 
her agriculture exhausted; her fabrile industry,if 
not absolutely null, languished and dragged out a miser- 
able existence, favored by the protection of the prohi- 
bition system; thus all the elements of public wealth 


and of human activity fell into a moribund state. 


Nevertheless,in the space of time transpired be- 


tween the discovery of America and the loss of Spanish 
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Se 
continental America,the historian Don Mariano Torrente 


etlculates that the precious metals extracted from 


America since 1492 till 1807 amounted to $5.350.340.000 


or pisces of eight. Baron Von Humboldt and Mr.M. 


Chevalier raise the amount even higher than that stated 
by Torrente. And it is to be noticed in order to 
comprehend the enormity of its value,that according 

to Padre Las Casas and other historians,one hundred 
dollars were needed forty years after the discovery 

of America to buy what before would have only cost ten 
dollars. Of course,with the finding of new mines 
and the improvement in their working,the exchangeable 
value of the precious metal went on progressively di- 
minishing. To estimate,therefore,what those 


$5.350.340.900 were worth,perheps,it would be necessary 


to multiply that sum by 30,40,50 or likely. 100. (sic) 


Now,what was done with all this wealth? How is 
it that notwithstanding these enormous remittances 
from America,the population of the Peninsula fell to 
one half of its former number,while at the same time, 
the navy disappeared entirely from the ocean, 2nd all 
those industries thet flourished before and gave em- 


ployment to so many workmen, should have become prostrate 


—— eee 
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and almost null? The explanation is not difficult: 


Those remittances did not stay in Spain. More than 
two thirds of them,perhaps 80 per centum passed on to. 


foreign countries for it was considered better to buy 
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4. 
goods for the American trade in other European coun- 
tries rather than manufacture them in Spain. Besides, 
our commercial treaties with other countries were very 


injurious to us. In that way the national industry 


gradually declined and became impoverished. 


Besides,too,the restrictive system applied to 
the trade of the,then,newly discovered countries con- 
tributed powerfully to that result. Not only was all 
trade prohibited with foreisn countries,but even in 
Spain,itself,traffic with the American possessions 
was 2t first confined to the sole port of Seville, 


having been afterwards removed to Cadiz on account 


of the impediment presented to navigation by the bar 
of San Lucar. Therefore not only the products of 
foreifzn countries,but even Spanish products were com- 
pelled to be forwarded to Seville or to Cadiz for 
their shipment by the ships and galleons that sailed 
direct,the ships (flotas) for Havana and Vera Cruz, 


and the gallctons for Porto Belio,Carthagena,and the 


other ports on the Spanish main. 
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The duties to which this trade was subjected were 


enormous. Under the generic name of almojarifazgo, 


in which was included the taxes on exports and imports, 
on leaving Seville,the average rate collected amounted 
to ten per centum,to which were added other dues, one 


of them with the name of palmeo,collected for every 


cubic palm occupied by cargo; therefore the merchant 
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had to pay over twenty per centum as an export duty 


on the merchandise shipped. Again,on arriving at the 


port of destination, the game merchandise had then to 


satisfy another almojarifazgo on its admission of ten 


per centium,to which were added others under the names 


of almirantazgo, sisa,piragua, zanja,etc. The total 


of these duties exacted by the customs, amounted therefore 
from 40 to 50 per centum of invoice cost; a monstrous 
exaction that weighed alike on the necessary and sump- 
tuous articles of consumption,without taking into 
account the foreign freight and other shipping ex- 
penses consequent on laying them down at Seville or 
at Cadiz. Under such circumstances the cost of 
sending merchandise to America was greatly enhanced. 
Don Jacobo de la Pezuela says: 
"When rates of the tariff duties imposed by 


"the Board of Trade (Casa de contratacion) are 


"examined into,it does not seem that commerce 
"could be carriéd on,at all,between Spain and 
"its American possessions,unless upon the supposi- 
"tion that the purchasing power of the latter was 
"much beyond their necessities. At that time a 
"hundred dollars was paid for a coat and twelve 
"dollars for a pair of shoes in Mexico". 
Pezuela adds; 

"The Spanish-American possessions had then 


"more than 10.000.000 inhabitants yet not more than 


"twenty seven thousand tons of shipping were 


"cleared annually,then the only legitimate and 


"legel means of transportation between Europe 


"and America. And it was not alone the insuf- 
"ficiency of vessels for the trade,that cons- 
"tituted the principsl cause of the fraudulent 
"importation into Spanish-America: a more potent 
"one was to be found in the enormity and multi- 
"plicity of the faxes laid on the products of 
"Spain as much as those of daily necessity as of 


"luxury and. .supperfluity". 


An eminent English economist says? 

"The smuggler is a radical and judicious 
"reformer; unfortunately he can only exercise his 
"industry on a small scale; but within the circle 
"in which he is enclosed, he choses always for 
"nis dealings those things of which the people 
"are Geprived end most appreciate. In those 
"countries where the prohibitive system is carried 
"to the greatest extent,the smuggler is indis- 
"pensable io the public zood.* We are not 

apologizing for the smuggler; but the phrases above 
transcribed enclose within themselves a great truth, 
and demonstrate again that the efforts of the extreme 
restrictive system ever when carried to the utmost 
cannot stop the force and violence of the natural 


course of commerce. 
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In all Spenish-America smuggling flourished. 


In Cuba from the time of the conquest,smugglers traf- 
ficked freely with the inhabitants,so far as even to 
introduce their cargoes into inhabited ports ruled 
and governed by legitimate suthorities. Bayamo was 
the town in which it was carried on with most ease; 
because situated near the margin of the river Cauto, 


then navigoble. The Governor Don Pedro Valdes 


A ge eo 


gave a commission to the Licentiate Melchor Susrez de 


~~ 
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ee 


Poago to open an investigation of the conditions of trade 


in that flourishing town, and found, at once, that all 


that part of the Island was inhabited by smugglers: 


———— -—— -— = 


the clergynen,the churchman,the mayor,the town council- 


— 


man,thne office holder,the commandant of the garrison, 


etc., all were smugglers. And while the Judge arrested 


—————e 


some,and issued warrants which were not obeyed in the 


other jurisdictions, the inhabitants continucd their 
illicit trade with the Ducth,Fnglish and Prench ves- 


sels, stationed in the ports on the coasts,either as 


friends or as enemies. 


Neither was the trade of the Island of Santo 


Domingo any the less illicit: to the extreme that a 
Royal Provision of the tenth of August,1604, ordered 
the villages of Bayaja,la Yaguena and Porto Plata,to 
be leveled with the ground because inhabited by smug- 
glers. Its Captain General Don Antonio de Osorio, 


going beyond the disposition of the Royal Provision, des- 


troyed those villages taking in, besides,Monte-+Christi 


8. 
and San Juan de le Maguana. Sinuggling was made in- 
dispensable as a means of satisfying the commercial 
necessities of a new born people,who had to live, and 
had in consequence to jump over the legislative or 


decretal obstacles placed in the way. 


We see, therefore, that the commercial legislature 


for our American countries was defective from the 
very start. Later on we will see the consequence pro- 


duced by what is called the colonial compact,which the 


Borbon dinasty supposed applicable to the trade be- 


tween the Metropolis end its colonies,and which some- 
what modified in the one and in the others,the fiscal 


system rreviously ¢stablished. 
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2 VIERNES 9 DE FEBRERO DE 1894, 


NUESTRO PROGRAMA 


LA LEY DE RELACIONES COMERCIALES 


Para que pueda comprenderse hasta 
qué punto los resultados de la actual 
ley de Relaciones Comerciales entre es- 
tas Antillas y los puertos peninsulares, 
se asemejan 4 los que produjo la anti- 
gua legislacién fiscal espafiola respecto 
de las posesiones hispano-americanas, 
sera conveniente echar una mirada re- 
trospectiva sobre importantes datos 
histé6ricos, que nos ofrecen provechosas 
enselianzas con aplicacién directa 4 
nuestro actual comercio con la Metr6é- 
poli, 

Cuando el descubrimiento de Améri- 
ca se efectud por el genio portentoso y 
la indémita constancia de un marino 
generosamente auxiliado y favorecido 
por la egregia Isabel I de Castilla, Es- 
pafia tenia 20.000,000 de habitantes, 
poderosas flotas que alcanzaron victo- 
rias sefialadas desde los tiempos de 
Bernardo de Cabrera y de Roger de 
Flor, yun extenso y lucrativo comer- 
cio, que surtia de telas de lana y seda, 
de aceites y vinos, de aceros templados 
en Toledo, y hasta de cereales, 4 veces, 
& gran parte del coztinente europeo. 
Seguin un historiador moderno, los pa- 
fios de Segovia y de varias fabricas de 
Oatalufia, eran los mas estimados. Me- 
dina del Campo, con 200,000 moradores 
giraba m4s de ciento cincuenta millo- 
nes de escudos. Inmensos eran los pro-. 
ductos de las fabricas de Valladolid. La 
industria fabril de Barcelona era muy. 
superior 4 la actual; y en Sevilla pasa- 
ban de cuarenta mil los artesanos que 
se movian en sus talleres de tejidos de 
seda y artefactos. 

En 1824, cuando ya el continente. 
americano estaba irremisiblemente per- 
dido para Espafia, ésta no contaba en 
la peninsula m4s que con 10,000,000 de 
habitantes. Su marina mercante y de 
guerra habia casi totalmente desapare- 
cido de la superficie de los mares; su) 
agricultura se hallaba demacrada; su 
industria fabril, si no era absolutamen- 
te nula, languidecia y arrastraba una 

_mfisera existencia, s6lo por la protec- 
f --eida y amparo que del sistema prohibi- 
“ tivo recibfa; y todos los elementos de 

-_riqueza publica y de actividad humana 
- 8e hallaban amortiguados. — . 


extraidos de América deste 1 1492 hasta 
1807 importaron 5.350,340.000 pesos 
fuertes. Bl Barén Von Humbold y Mr. 
M. Chevalier, fijan sobre esto, cifras cu- 
y@ cuantia es superior 4 la consignada 
por Torrente. Yes de advertir, para 
que se comprenda toda la enormidad 
de esos valores, que segiin el padre Las 
Oasas y otros historiadores, cuarenta 
ailos después del descubrimiento se ne- 
cesitaban cien pesos para comprar lo 
que antes de ese suceso se hnbieraad- 
quirido con diez pesos. Olaro es que 
con el hallazgo de nuevas minas y con el 
perfeccionamiento en su laboreo, habia 
de ir progresivamente aumentando esa 
depreciacién. 6 baja en el valor dela. 
moneda. Para estimar, pues, lo que hoy 
significarfian esos $5,.350.340.000 seria 
quizas preciso multiplicar esa suma por 
30, 40 6 50; quizds por 100. 

,Qué6 se hizo de todos esos valores? 
,06mo es que, 4 pesar de tan enormes 
remesas, la poblacién dela Peninsula 
perdié un 50 por 100, la marina nacio- 
nal desaparecié casi por completo, y 
todas las industrias que antes florecian 
y alimentaban 4 tantos braceros, llega- 
rou 4 un estado de postracién, de aba- 
timiento y casi de nulidad absoluta? La } 
explicacién no es dificil. Ese dinero no 
se quedaba en Espafia. M4s de las dos 
terceras partes, quiz4s un 80 por 100 
pasaban al extrapjero porque se consi- 
deraba mas cOmodo comprar los artefac- 
tos de otros paises que fabricarlos en 
Hspatia. Por otra parte nuestros tra- 
tados de comercio con otras naciones 
fueron para la nuestra muy funestos. 
De esa suerte la industria nacional fué | 
gradualmente depauperindose. 

A esto contribuy6 poderosamente el 
sistema restrictivo que se adopté sobre 
el trafico con los paises nuevamente 
descubiertos. No sélo se prohibié en 
absoluto toda negociacién mercantil en 
ellos con las naeiones extranjeras, sino 
que alli nismo, en Kspafia, no se per- 
mitia el comercio con las Indias sino 
porun solo puerto, elde Sevilla pri- 
mero y luego el de OAdiz, con motivo 
de los eutorpecimientos que la barra de 
San Licar ofrecia 4 Janavegacién. De 
suerte que no sdlo los artefactos ex. 
tranjeros sino besta los productos es- 
patioles que habian de venir 4 Améri- 
ca debian remitirse precisamente 4 Se- 
Villa 64 C&diz para su transporte por 
las flotas y galeones que hacfan rambo 
directo, las flotas &la Habana y Ve- 
racruz y los galeones 4 los puertos Illa. 
mados de Tierra Firme. 

Knormes eran los derechos fiscales 4 
gue ese comercio estaba snjeto. Con el 
nombre genérico de almojarifazgo, en 
que s8 compreadian los impuestos de 
exportacién y los de importacién, el 
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pi ah iia abe op etibico que en gv 
| embarcacién los fardos respectivos ha- 
bian de ocupar: de modo que segan se 
supone pasaba de un 20 pS lo que el 
comerciante habia de pagar por expor- | 
tacién. Y al llegar al puerto de su des- 
tino, las mercancias debian satisfacer 
otro almojarifazgo de entrada ascen- 
dente igualmente 4 un 10p &, al cual 
se afiadian otras gabelas llamadas 
almirantazgo, sisa, piragua, zauja, etc. 
Pasaba, pues, de un 40 6 50 p& lo que 
el fisco exigia al comercio: exaccién | 
monstruosa que pesaba indistintamen- 
}te sobre articulos de primera necesi- 
'dad, tanto como sobre los de utilidad 
jrelativa y aun sobre los de lujo, pres- 
cindiéndose de los gastos que ya habia 
ocasionado el indispensable transporte 
i de todos esos productos precisamente 4 
Sevilla 6 4 Cadiz. Claro es que las mer- 
cancias tenian que representar un va- 
lor exagerado aqui en Indias. 
| Dice D. Jacobo de la Pezuela: 
“Cuando seexamina la tarifa de de- 
jrechos adoptada por la Contratacion, 
no se comprenderia que con ella puitie- 
se existir comercio entonces entre la 
Peninsula y sus posesiones, si no se, 
hallaran éstas con una facilidad de ad- 
'quirir todavia mayor que sus necesida- 
des. Hn Méjico se pagaban en este 
tiempo cien pesos por una casaca sen- 
cilla y hasta doce por un par de zapa- 
tos.” | 
Pezuela agrega: ““Contaban ya m4s 
de 10.000.000 de habitantes las provin- 
cias hispano americanas, y afin no pa- 
saban de 27.000 las toneladas que se re- 
| _gistraban en las flotas anuales, el fini-. 
| co medio legitimo y legai paratan gran 
comercio. Y no fué solamente la insufi- 
ciencia del niimero de buques, destina- 
dos 4 proveerla, la causa primordial de 
las importaciones fraudalentas en la 
América espaiiola: se encontraba otra 
‘atin m4s determinante en la enormidad 
-y multiplicidad de los derechos que 
gravitaban sobre los géneros de Espa- 
‘fia, lo mismo sobre los m4s usuales y 
necesarios eue sobre los Injosos y su- 
pérfiuos.” | 
Dice un eminente economista inglés. 
“Ei contrabandista es un reformador 
radical y juicioso; por desgracia no pue- 
de ejercer su industria sino sobre obje- . 
tos que ofrezcan pequefio volumen; pe- | 
ro en el circulo en que se halla encerra- 
do, elige siempre de preferencia aque- | 
llos cuya privaciOn se hace mas sensi- : 
ble 4 la sociedad. En.los paises en que 
el sistema prohibitivo ha sido llevado 
& un punto extremo, el contrabandista 
es indispensable al bienestar de la na- 
ci6n entera.” No hemos de hacer noso- 
tros la apologia del contrabando; pero 
las frases que hemos transcripto entra- 
fian en el fondo una gran verdad, y vie- 


Gel CONS er 

En toda la América espafiola el con- 
| trabando florecia. En Ouba, desde los 
primeros tiempos de la conquista, los 
contrabandistas traficaban libremente 
con los habitantes, y hasta introducian 
sus cargamentos en los mismos puertos 
en que existian poblaciones regidas y 
gobernadas por autoridades legitimas. 
Bayamo era el pueblo en que el contra.- 
bando mAs se facilitaba, por hallarse cer. | 
sano &la maérgen del Oanto, entonces 
navegable. El Gobernador D. Pedro 
Valdés dié comisién al Ldo. Melchor 
Su4rez de Poago para que instruyese 
indagaciones en aquella floreciente vi- 
lla, y sindificultad pudo averiguarse 
que todos en aquella parte de la Isla 
eran contrabandistas: el candnigo, el | 
eclesiastico, el alcalde, el regidor, el 
empleado, el militar etc. Y mientras él | 
Juez comisionado prendia 6 arrestaba 4 
‘anos y enviaba apremiantes requisito- : 
rias que en las dem4s jurisdicciones no 
se obedecian, seguian las gentes resca. 
tando, esto es, traficando ilicitamente 
con las urcas y pataches holandeses, 
ingleses y franceses, estacionados en 
los puertos de la costa, ora como ami. 
gos, y ora como enemigos. 
| Y noera menor el trafico ilfcito en 
Santo Domingo, por otro nombre La. 
| Espafiola: de tal suerte que una Real’ 
Provisién de 6 de agosto de 1604 man- 
d6 arrasar las villas de Bayaja, la Ya- 
guana y Puerto Plata por ser contra- 
bandistas sus moradores. El Oapitan 
General D. Antonio de Osorio, pasando 
/m4s all4delo que la Real Provisién 
} disponia, asolé las referidas villas y ade- 
as las de Monte—Uhristi y San Juan 
‘dela Maguana. Mas todos los rigores 
eran infitiles. El contrabando se _ ha- 
cia indispensable, precisamente como 
efecto de la legislacién fiscal, precisa- 
mente como medio de satisfacer las ne- 
cesidades econdmicas de una sociedad 
naciente, que aspiraba 4 desarrollarse 
ly que se veia en el caso de atropellar 
‘los obst4culos que para ello se le ofre- 
cian. , 

Vemos, pues, que desde los primeros | 
momentos la legislaei6n econédmica en 
estos paises fué en alto grado defec- 
tuosa. Més tarde veremos qué conse- 
coeivias produjo elllamads pacto colo- | 
nial que la dinastia de Borbén supuso 
aplicable 4 las relaciones mercantiles 


—_— 


pe 


| 


entre la Metrépoli y sus colonias, y que 
en algo modificaron en la una yen las 
otras el sistema arancelario que antes 
se habia establecido. 
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Translation 


Government General of the Island of Cuba. 
| Office of the Secretary. 
HAVANA,12 February,1894. 
To the Consul General of the United States, 
Sir: 
His Excellency the Intendant General reports that 
@ communication was addressed on the 30th of last 
January to H.E.the Minister of the Colonies, accompanied 


with the expediente relative to the cleim of $426 over 


cOllected by the custom house of Cardenas from Mre 
James M.Churchill,now the property of his widow, asking 


if the said sum is to be satisfied with debit to the 


special fund of Arrears in accordance with the provi- 


sions of article 28 of the Budget of 1892-1893. 
The above being communicated to you by order of 
His Excellency in reply to your communication of 
last December. 
God guard you many years. 


(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 
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HAVANA, February fe 1894. 
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Copy. 


Gobierno General de la Isla de Cuba. 


Secretaria General. 


Sezun informa el Sr.Intendente General de Ha- 
cienda,con fecha 36 de Enero 41t imo se dirigio com- 
eee f 
nicacion ai Excmo.Sr.Ministro de Ultramar,remitiendole 


el expediente relativo a la reclamacion de 426 pesos 


eobrados de mas en la aduana de Cardenas a Mr.James 


M.Churehill y pertenecientes hoy 5 su viuda, consul- 
tandole si dicha suma ha de satisfacerse con cargo al 
fondo especial de Atrasos,con arrezlo a le que pre- 
ceptua la Ley de Presupuestos de 1892-1893 en su artieule 


28. 


Lo que de orden del Excmo.Sr.Gobernador General, 


— * / * “a * 
manifiesto a V.S.en contestacion 2 su comunicacion 


4 
de 27 de Diciembre ultimo. 
/ 
Dios guarde a V.S.muchos afios. 
HABANA, Febrero 12 de 1594. 


(Signed) Estanislao de Antonio. 


Sr.Consul fral.de los Estados Unidos en esta capital. 
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Copy. 


LEONY and DOMINGUEZ, importing merchants duly 
established in this city,respectfully have to say: 

That they have imported per steamer ORIZABA, 
arrived at this port from New York direct,on the loth 
of January last,two hundred wagons made of iron, with 
four wheels,of U.S menufset ire, for the purz,ose OF con- 
veyias sugar aad commonly known as“sugar wagons." 

That said wagons were manifested by the schedule 
A, paragraph 26 of the reciprocityagreement signed at 
Washington on October 17,1892,between Spain and the 
United States of America,being wagons for agricultural 
purposes. 

That the Mavana custom house appraiser has thought 
fit to appraise said wagons under schedule C,that is, 
paying duty and allowing fifty per cent rebate. 

That understanding said wagons to be free of duties 
we presented our protest to the Entendant General 
Of Finance under date of January 25,and a copy of 
which we attach,2nd that our claim has not been al- 
lowed as has been notified us under date of February 
ord compelling us to pay the amount of duties,within 


three dayse 


That on previous occasions we have imported the 


Re 


very same suga wagons,free of duty,under the same 


reciprocity agreement,and we think it to be an imposi- 


tion and an injustice to arbitrarily change all previous 
rulings as to custom house duties on said wagons,with- 
out notice to merchants ,thereby causing great damage 

to our interests. 

Therefore we appeal through you to the American 
Government at Washington,that justice may be done us, 
and that we shall not be obliged to pay the duties 
unjustly claimed. 


HAVANA, webruary 7,1894. 


(Signed) LEONY and DOMINGUEZ. 


Before mé, 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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Translation. 
U.S.Consulate Generale 
Havana, Feb. 16, 1894. 
To H.E.the EIntendant General of Finance 
of the Island of Cuba. 
Excellency: 

In compliance with instructions from my Go- 
vernment I have the honor to present to the considera- 
tion and resolution of Y.E.the enclosed certified copy 
of the protest of Messrs.Leony and Dominguez,merchants 
of this city,against the appraisement made by the custom 
house of this port on 200 wagons made of iron with four 
wheels, for conveying sugar,and commonly known as 
"sugar wagons", imported by nist. bcd ORIZABA which 
arrived et this port from New York on the 15th ultimo; 
said appPaisement bei nz considered contrary to 
paragraph 26,senedule A of the reciprocity agreement 
between Spain and the United States. 

T am, Sir, etc. 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


9 
OD aN a 
etd BLY 
7 
te 
“ 


tiga Ba , : "4 Aa. Ay ‘ ‘2 in as Ke . G e if 8 S . oe Bee ; 
' ee! i! tas ie oe : eee NG via J 48 eae A See 1% “dé R "i 4 i i ¥ ve 
2 “ Py fy ed ata ae i UEC OSA NL Rae TE AMES SMA VE a 
t ym. e * SAR AB iy SO Wha. a Senha tl Be TR ad ‘ . 


Enclosure No. A 


LAA 
/ 


HAVANA, February 4, 1694. 


=~ eS = es neue e ee ae we tere ae a ee Fo SS oF 


With Despatm No. 


Copy. 


Consulado General de 
los Estados Unidos. 


HABANA, Febrero 13 del894. 


Excmo.Sefior: 
En cumplimiento de instrucciones de mi Go- 


* 


bierno sobre el particular y a fin de merecer de V.E. 


fos, 
una resolucion favorable por considerarla de justicia, 


tengo la honra de acompafnar para la consideracion de 
V.E.la adjunta copia certificada de la protesta de los 
Sres.Leony y Dominguez,comerciantes de esta plaza, 
contra el aforo practicado per la aduana de este puerto 
sobre doscientos caros de hierro de cuatro ruedas 
para azucar verde,conocidos como portatemplas, importa- 
dos por vapor anericano ORIZABA , que procedente de 
New York entro en puerto en 15 de Enero de 1894; por 
considerar dicho aforo contrario a la partida 26,tabla 
A del convenio de reciprocidad eee Espafia y los 
Estados Unidos. 

Dios guarde a V.E.muchos afios. 

(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul Gereral 


Exemo.Sr.Intendate General de Hacienda de esta Isla. 
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Enclosure No. l. 
With Despatch No. A lA f. 


PAVAWNA, February // 1894. 


TARIFF REFORM IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The terms of the Wilson bill being known to our 
readers as expressed by a large majority of the House 
of Representatives at Washington,it is now in order 
to take into consideration the effects it may produce 


on our articles of export,when it becomes law,with or 


without the modifications that the Senate may make in 


it. It is also in order to take into consideration 
what alterations we ought to adopt in our tariff system, 
as a consequence of the reform the United States 


may introduce into theirs. 


The extension of the exemption of import duties 
to articles not included in the free list of the Mac 
Kinley bill,does not appear to favor,at least for the. 


present,the exportation of the products of our in- 


dustry. 
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But the lowering of the import duties on leaf 
tobacco ins cigars certainly does favor us,since the 
tat now paid of $2 and $2.75 per pound on wrappers 
will be reduced to $1 end $1.25 and on fillers un- 
stemmed and stemmed to 35 and 50 pants, roapeetionuns 
also,the present duty of $4.50 and 25 per centum 
ad valorem on cigars are to be lowered to $3 and 25 
per centum. These are reductions of some import ance} 
but not to the extent needed by this industry of ours, 


in which large capitals and manufacturing industries 
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are engaged,and on which the subsistence of a large 
part of the Cuban population depends,so distinguished 
both for its assiduous labor and skill. Neither is it 
to be forgotten that the quality of our cigars exceeds 
that of other countries,as regards flavor and make. 

It will become necessary, therefore,on thepart of our 
Government,in view of the great importance of this 
industry to our welfare,to exert its diplomatic action 
toward obtaining for us greater reductions on the im- 


portation of leaf tobacco and cigars into the market 


of the United States. 


With respect to sugar,though at first sight it 


appears that its exemption from duty; both from raw and 
\ 


ay 


refined, would fevor the american cOnsumer 2s well as 


the european producer,it is not difficult to see tuzt 


Cuban sugar,far from being favored, will probably be 
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injured,at least for the moment. Trustworthy data 


now before us,reveal the impressions that were pro 
sks nae York Stock Exchange, the 27th of last 
November when the project of Mr.Wilson respecting the 
suger question first became known. Both the friends 
and adversaries of the TRUST agreed that the project 
of the Committee of Ways and Means was highly un- 


favorable to the refining industry in the United 


States. 


It was calculated that if the import: duties were 
reduced to one half,the german granulated sugar could 
be laid down in New York at 4 cents a pound,ane it 
was estimated that there was already a sufficient 


number of refineries in Europe to supply the United 
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States,and that if not already in existence,the lower- 
ing of the duties would stimulate their increase. 


They therefore believed that the inevitable result 


of the lowering ofgthe duties on refined sugar would 
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be the reduction in the price of our raw sugars,as the 
only means to enable the TRUST to compete with ger- 

man sugars,not for the evens of distributing the 

fat dividends paid out before to its stockholders, 

but solely as a means of obtaining a just and equitable 


return on the capital and labor employed in that 


industry. 


But if these were the calculations then made, 
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4. 
based upon the supposition that the duties on sugar, 
though reduced to one half,were still to continue, 
what can we say now that the House of Representatives 
exempts,not only raw but also refined sugars, from 


duties? 


A telegram of the 8th instant,indicates that 
the Committee on PFinance of the Senate,to avoid the 
adoption of the income tax,will propose an import 
duty of three quarters of 2 cent a pound on raw and 
one cent on refined sugars. The consequence of this 
may be worse for West Indian sugars than the absolute 
exemption of duties from both kinds. The duty would 
be disproportionate, because the difference of only one 


quarter ct a cent a pound would not be sufficient to 


| 
: 
| 
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stimulate the refining industry in the United States. 


Tne result of all this would be that in either 
of the eventualities thst may arise out of the reform 


of the tariff of the United States,the price of West 
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Indian sugar is liable to suffer some redvction,in 
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order that the american refineries may be enabled to 
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compete with the refined sugars of Europe. 


We readily perceive the objections that can be 


urged agsinst these calculations. 


The german sugar has the best market near at 


hend,which is that of Great Britain,and will not easily 
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abandon it in search of a new market, at least so long 
as other refineries are not built,sufficient to supply 
the demand of Great Britain,as well as that of the 
United States. In the meantime,that is before the new 
refineries could commence tc work,the legislation of 

the United States in this p2rticular may 2lter; and 

this contingency ought to act as a) powerful motive in 
making the german capitalists procced with the necessary 
caution,that they may not expose themselves to bitter 
disappointments. If during that time the german sugars, 
abandoning the Rritish market,shouid try to find a 
market in the United States,the vacuum that this 

attempt would produce in the London market,where pro- 
portionately te consumption is larger than in any 
other part of the globe,would have to be filled with 


west indian sugers. 


Lastly,and in every way,the west indian planters 
ought to accept the advice tnat Mr.Thiers gave to 
other industries, in unfavorable circumstances: offer 
to the market products of inferior,middling and su- 
perior qualities. Here in Cubs,outside of a few, 
for consumption in Spein,middling or grocery sugars 


are not produced; thet is sugars that can go into the 


immediate consumption of the lower and middle classes. 


tf the grocery sugars were produced here,of course 


they could be sold at very low prices. 
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it will turn out if the american refiners are only 
enabled to compete with their german rivals through 
the reduction of the price of our raw sugars needed to 


supply their works,that the reform of the tariff of - 
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the United Stetes will necessarily result in injury 
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to our planters. 
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This supposed,we will explain in our next article 
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the stand we ought to take in view of the situation 
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that the said reform is going to bring on us. 
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LA REPORMA ARANGI 


EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS. 


Oonocidos ya de nuestros lectores los 
términos en que el bill Wilson fué 
aprobado por una respetable mayoria 
en la Od4mara de Representantes de 
Washington, importa considerar ahora 
qué efectos puede producir, respecto 
de nuestros articulos de exportacién, 
esa medida, cuando llegue 4 convertir- 
se en ley, con modificaciones en el Se- 
nado 6 sin ellas. Importa también apre- 
ciar qué alteraciones debemos adoptar 
en nuestro sistema arancelario, como. 

-consecuencia de la reforma que la ve- 
cina Repdblica va 4 introducir en el 
suyo. | , 

La extensién de la franquicia de de- : 

rechos fiscales 4 articulos que no la 
obtenian conforme al bill Mac Kinley, : 
no parece que deba favorecer, al me- 
nos en muy largo tiempo, la exporta- 
cién de productos de nuestra industria. 

La rebaja de derechos de importacién 
respecto del tabaco, nos favorecerd 
ciertamente, dado que el impuesto de 
$2 y $2-75 la libra sobre hojas de capa 
quedaré4 reducido 4 $1 y $1-25 por libra 
sobre el tabaco en dichas hojas, y 35 y 
50 centavos libra sobre el de tripa sin 
despalillar y despalillado; y dado que 
el derecho de $4-50 la libra y 25 pS 
ad valorem sobre los tabacos torcidos 
habr4 de reducirse & $3 la libra y 25 p &. 
Rebajas son estas que tienen alguna 
importancia; pero no tanta como la que 
necesita esa industria nuestra, en que 
se hallan comprometidos grandes capi- 
tales y poderosas energias, y en que 
libra su subsistencia una numerosa po- 
blacién en Onba, tan notable por su 
asidua laboricsidad como por su inte. | 
ligencia. Ni es de olvidar tampoco que | 
nuestros productos en ese ramo exce-. 

- den en mucho 4 los extranjeros, por lo 
que respecta al buen gusto, al esmero 
y & la perfeccién que han alcanzado. 


det dys “ye en ‘108 Batados- Unidos. 


‘En cuanto al azticar, si & Q 
vista aparece que la_ exencién del im. 
puesto, tanto al producto crado como 
al refinado, hab{fa de favorecer al con- 
sumidor americano asi-como al produc- 
tor europeo, no es dificil percibir que la 
industria cubana, lejos de ser favore- 
cida, se ver4 probablemente perjudica- 
da, al menos de momento. Datos fide- | 
dignos, que tenemos 4 la vista, nos 
revelan las impresiones que desde el 
27 de noviembre ultimo prodajo en la 
Bolsa’ de Nueva York (Stock Havhange) 
la noticia del proyecto de Mr, Wil-. 
son en lo tocante 4 la cuestién azu- 
carera. Tanto los amigos como los 
adversarios del Zrust estaban acordes 
en reconocer que el proyecto de la 
Oomisién era altamente desfavorable 
para la industria refinadora de los Es- 
tados Unidos. Oalcwabese que reduci- 
dos 4 la mitad los derechos de impor- 
tacién, el granulado alemén resultaria. 
en Nueva York 4 4. centavos libra, y se] 
estimaba que existian ya en Europa re- 
finerias suficientes para abastecer 4 los 
Estados Unidos, y que si ya no exis-. 
tieran, la rebaja estimularia la instala- 
cién de nuevos establecimientos. Oreen 
por tanto que el resultado ineludible 
de la disminucién en los derechos del} 
refino habia de ser una rebaja en el} 
precio de los azticares crudos, finico 
medio que podria aprovechar el Trust 
para competir con los aziicares alema- 
nes, no yacon el objeto de distribuir ' 
los pingties dividendos que antes repar- 
tian 4sus accionistas, sino tan sdlo 
para obtener una justa y equitativa re- 
muneracién por los capitales y el tra- 
bajo en esa industria empleados. 

Si estos eran los cAlculos que enton- 
ces se formaban, bas4ndose en el pro- | 
yecto que dejaba subsistentes, aunque’ 
reducidos 4la mitad, los derechos de 
importacién del aztcar refino, yqué di- ; 
remos ahora cuando la Oémara de Re- | 
presentantes exime de todo. impuesto, | 
no 86lo 4 los azGicares crudos, sino tam- ‘ 
bién 4 los refinos? : 

Un telegrama del 8 de este mes indi- 
ca, sin embargo, que la Comisién de. 
Hacienda del Senado, para evitar la 
adopciénu del impuesto sobre: la renta, ' 
propondré que se graye & los. anheates- 
_erudos con un derecho de tres crartos 
de centavo y 4 los tefinados con el de, 
un centavo. La consecuencia de esto 
podré ser para los aziicares antillanos 
peor que la absoluta exencién de wa 
chos. respecto de tos” “unos: y de 108 o- 

tros sero po paren seals des: | 


~ Bien se nos: oo dalle: las ob- 
eciones 8 que contra estos célenlos oe 
El aztcar alemén tiene ya muy in- 
mediato el mejor mercado, que es el in- 
glée, y no lo abandonaré facilmente en 
busca de nuevo mercado, al menos 
mientras no se instalen otras refinerias 
suficientes para dar abasto 4 las exi- 
gencias del consumo, asi en Inglate- | 
tra como en la Unién Americana. En 
el tiempo que ha de transcurrir antes | 
de que las nuevas refinerias fancionsn, 
puede alterarse en este particular la le- 
gislacién de los Estados Unidos; lo cual 
‘debe ser un motivo poderoso para que’ 
los capitalistas alemanes. procedan con } 
la necesaria cautela, 4 fin de no expo- 
nerse & amargas decepciones. Si du- 
rante ese tiempo los aziicares alemanes, | 
abandonando el mercado inglés, vinie- 
sen 4 buscar colocacién en los Estados 
Unidos, el vacio que esta medida pro- 
‘ducirfa en aquel mercado, donde pro- 
porcionalmente el consumo es mayor 
‘que en ninguna otra regién del globo, | 
habria de llenarse con los azticares an: 
tillanos. 
Por tiltimo, y de todos modos, los | 
productores de las Antillas pueden y 
,deben aceptar los consejos que Mr. 
Thiers daba 4 otras industrias, en cir- 
-cunstancias desfayorables: ofrecer al 
“mercado productos de inferior calidad, 
medianos y superiores. Agni en Ouba, 
fuera de muy reducidos lotes, con des- 
tino al consumo de la Peninsula, no se 
producen azticares medianos; esto es, 
azticares que sin los gastos de la refi- 
neria puedan entrar desde luego en el 
consumo, no sélo de las clases menes- 
terosas, sino hasta de las regularmente | 
‘acomodadas. Si aqui se produjeran, 
claro es que asi podrian tener coloca- 
cién, 4 precios muy reducidos, los azé- 
‘cares de cafia que entrasen desde Iue- | 
go en el consumo general, sin previa 
refinacién. 
Pero, aun con todas estas explics- 
ciones, siempre resulta que si los refi- 


; 


| 


| tir con los azficares alemanes, sino re- 
bajando el precio de les crudos que les 
sirven de materia prima, la reforma 
arancelaria delos Estados Unidos hade 
producir efectos perjadiciales & nues- 
tros hacendados. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 


THE REFORM OF THE CUBAN TARIFF. 


The present fiscal system,put in force in this 
Island by Mr.Romero Robledo, a representative of the 
Constitutional Union party,with the help of other de- 
puties of the same party,is inspired: first,by the 
desire to supply the deficiency of customs revenues 
produced by the reciprocity treaty with the United 
States: Second, »y the inflexible purpose of ici Sakae 
the present system of coastwise trade (ley de Rela- 
ciones Comerciales) between Cuba and the Mother 
Country,whereby the Cuban consumers are subjected to 
the payment of the taxes scueininciens hice making up the 
other deficiency that also resulted against the 


Treasury; and thid,maintenance of an almost prohibi- 


tive or at least an exaggerated protective system, 


for the purpose of protecting the products of the 


Mother Country,against the commerce of foreign nations 
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and with detriment to Cuban consumers. 


Mr.Romero Robledo did not take the trouble of as- 
certaining the opinion of competent persons in the 
matter: the party that elected him as deputy helped 
in his work; and the present tariff was put in. force 
in this Island; with the term of six months given 
for the remonstrances that might be esteemed proper 


and convenient against its effects. 


The Chamber of Commerce of Havana,the League of 
importing merchants and other respectable bodies re- 
monstrated,in effect,with formulation of their ob- 
jections against provisions of that tariff; but as at 
the expiration of these six months,Mr.Romero Robledo 


had ceased to be Colonial Minister,the service fell 


to his successor,Mr.Maura,to decide on so important 


an affair. 


A journal of the Constitutional Union party,more 
anxious to carry to extremes its systematic opposi- 
tion to the present Administration than to consider 
the interests of the country and the motives and rea- 
sons of the acts of the same Administration, censured 
the Colonial Minister bitterly for not having rendered 
his definitive decision; but during those same days 
that this censure was expressed,the telegrams from 


Madrid from the 15th to the 20th of January announced 


that the publication of the customs tariffs of the 
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Island cf Cuba had been deferred. for the purpose of 


inserting into them the modifications that might become 


necessary from the changes in the tariff of the United 
States then under discussion in both Houses of Con- 
gress; to which was added the information given in a 
later telegram of LA LUGHA,to the effect that our 
Government,as soon as both Housesg,at Washington, shall 
have voted the tariff for the United States,would en- 
deavor to ascertain the opinion of Cubs with respect 
to the commercial relations that ought to be esta- 
blished hereafter between the Island and the Undted 


States. 


Congress has not yet voted the final reform of 
the tariff of the United States,but sufficient inkling 
is already given to know the effects that it will pro- 


duce on our economic condition. 


The Minister of the Colonies has indicated there~ 
fore the convenience, from their thorough competence 
in the matter,of the Chambers of Commerce of the 
Island,to undertake the investigation and report upon 
the stand we oughi to take in face of the situation 
the Wilson bill is about to create for us. We under- 
stand that this matter is already under examination; and 
we consider ourselves, consequently,under the obliga-~ 


tion to give it our modest help,at least 2s far as 


we sare able. 
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4. 
In all probability,we never would have asked, 

in use of the right which each Government reserved to 
itself,that either diplomatically, or through legis- 
lative action,the reciprocity treaty with the United 
States, should be abrogated: for though we believe this 
treaty to be assuredly favorable to the producers and 
consumers of Cubs,yet it does not appear to have 
brought all.those advantages which in th* exuberance 


of fancy we allowed ourselves to conceive. 


The raw sugars of this Island and of Porto Rico 
were granted free admission into the United States; 
but they met there with two great obstacles: first, 


the bounty granted to the producers of domestic sugar; 


and second,the machinations planned by an opulent 


company,with the object of monopolizing the réfining 


and the sale of sugars in the United States and of - 
posing arbitrarily the price on our raw sugars... The 
law of supply and demand was mocked and scorned. The 
TRUST made itself master of the situation,and com- 


pletely dominated the sugar market of the United 


States. 


In Cuba,but on a smaller scale,a similar con@i- 
tion of things was established tending to also prevent 
the consumers from obtaining #11 the advantages due 
them from the exemption of duties on some articles and 


with their reduction on others. Prices did not fall, 
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at least,as far as expected. By some the fault is 
imputed to the retailers,and the latter attribute it 

to the jobbers; but the truth is,the T reasury was 
deprived of heavy incomes by that treaty,and consumers 
did’ not attain the corresponding benefits. This is a 
phenomenon sitbutaetoctis explained by sscammbabes The 
reduction of indirect contributions, especially in 
customs duties,does not produce its logical effects in 


benefit of the consumer nor of the producer till after 


—-_- 


a long while,when competition, the inspiring cause of 


i 7 2. a _ 
SI 


Tr... ee 


humen activity,ha$ gradually brought 2bout perfect 


equilibrium in the exchange of values,which is no more 
then 


nor less the exchange of the products of human industry. 
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Meanwhile, ,neither the producer,and much less the con- 


f 
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sumer, progss by the reduction: the middleman only re- 
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ceives the immediate benefit. 

But now without our asking for it the treaty of 
reciprocity will terminate by the force of one of the 
Glauses of the Wilson bill, and we will recover our 


liberty of action; and with the experience already ac- 


quired,with full knowledge of the cause,and in use of 


an unquestionable right,we can and must consider and 
determine if it will be to our interest to subject the 


products of the United etates to a prudent and equitable 


7 
a 
W 
‘f 


import duty. ‘ 


Two reasons should influence in this. The first 


consists in the prime necessities of the public Treasury 


6. 


‘which oblige us to seek,within moderate limits, the 


largest income from customs duties, which will have to 
form the principal base of our system of taxation. 

And the second is that from the very same necessities 
of the Treasury,we will have toe advocate,with resolute 
persistence, the repeal of the law governing our trade 
with the Peninsula, though,in this,nigh reasons of 
policy,advise us to avoid all suspicion of the inten 
tion of favoring a foreign nation (the United stateat 
over our own country (Spain); notwithstanding that we 
have with the former,from the irresistible force of 
the course of international commerce,more intimate and 


greater commerce than with the ports of Spain. 


But we repeat,thst in our judgement,the rates of 
the Cuban tariff should not excede the limits of pru- 
dence and common sense in our relations with Spain, 
with the United States and with other nations. In the 
raising of our revenues from imposts we ought to ad- 
here solely to the needs of the gsovernment,in the sense 
explained in our Programme,in the several articles we 
have given to the consideration of this point,the syn- 
thesis of which may be expressed in these terms: On 
merchandise of prime necessity, the import duties ought 
to be very light; on those of relative utility moderate; 
and on those of luxury and superfluity,heavy. Nothing 


© 


of the prohibitive system; noihing even of protection, 


but without prejudice to the temporary support that 


cannot be refused to Cuban industries,wnen these have. 


probabilities of prospering on our soil. 


Such is our opinione It incumbs the Chambers of 
Commerce and other bodies,competent in the matter, to 
propose the rates of duties to be on the three classes 


pointed out by us. 


We perform our duty on presenting the above ob- 
servations, without prejudice to the continuance of our 
feeble help in the realization of a conception cai- 


culated to endow the Island of Cuba,under the economic 


conditions controlling it,with a good tariff system. 
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‘Nuostn noord Arane ri, 


El régimen arancelario, que puso en : 
vigor en esta Isla el Sr. Romero Roble- 
do, Diputado de Unién Oonstitucional, 
con auxilio de. otros Diputados de la: 
misma procedencia, se inspira: 1° en el 
deseo de‘suplir la deficiencia que en la 
renta de Aduanas producia el tratado 
de reciprocidad con los Estados Uni- 
dos: 2° en el firme é6inquebrantable pro- 
pésito de dejar subsistentes los efectos 
de la ley de Relaciones Comerciales con 
la Peninsula, imponiendo 4 los consu- 
midores cubanos los gravamenes que 
era preciso arbitrar, para suplir tam- 
bién la otra deficiencia que por eat 
motivo resultaba igualmente en los in- 
gresos del Tesoro; y 3° en un rina 
casi prohibitive 6 por lo menos exage- | 
radamente proteccionista, con el fin de : 
favorecer los intereses de la produc- 
cién peninsular, con perjuicio del co-; 
mercio extranjero y con detrimento de: 
los consumidores cubanos. - 

El Sr. Romero Robledo no se habia 
cuidado de indagar la opinién de per- 
sonas competentes en esta materia: el 
partido que lo nombré diputado le fa- 
cilitaba auxiliares para su obra; y el ] 
arar.cel se puso en vigor en esta Isla; } 
si bien concediéndose el término de} 
seis meses para que se dedujesen con- | 
tra esa medida las reclamaciones que: 
se estimaran oportunas y p 
La Camara de Comercio de la a Habana, 


respecto de los indicados aranceles; 7 

como al transcurrirel térn y 
morse sefialado, ya el Sr. Romero Ro. | 
mero Robledo habfa cesado de ser Mi- 
nistro, quedaron & cargo del Sr. Man- 
resolucién definitiva ‘acerca de tan im- | 
portante asunto. 
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dictado ya aging resolacin definiti-. 
va; pero en los mismos dias en que la. 
censura se formulaba, los telegramas 
de Madrid del 15 al 20 de enero vinie- 

ron 4 expresar que se habia suspendi- 

do la publicacién de los aranceles de 
aduanas para la Isla de Cuba, 4 fin de 
introducir en ellos las modificaciones: 
que hiciera necesarias la reforma de 
las tarifas que se discutia entonces en 
las O4maras de Representantes de los 
Estados Unidos; afiadiendo un telegra- 

ma de La Lucha que, luego que ambas 
C4maras americanas hubiesen votado 
gu reforma arancelaria, nuestro Gobier-. 

no trataria de inquirir la opinién de 
Cuba sobre las relaciones comerciales : 
que deben establecerse entre esta Isla 
y los Estados Unidos. ! 

Todavia no est&4 votada definitiva- 
mente la reforma arancelaria de la na- 
cién vecina, pero ya se traslace acerca | 
de ella lo bastante para que puedan 
comprenderse los efectos que ha de 
producir en nuestras condiciones eco- 
némicas. 

El Sr. Ministro de Ultramar ha indi. : 
cado la convyeniencia de que nuestras 
Caémaras de Comercio, dotadas de ver- 
dadera competencia en el asunto, ha- 
gan un estudio detenido para determi: 
nar la actitad que debemos tomar fren-. 
te 4la situacién gue el bill Wilson va 
4 crearnos. Entendemos que ya se ha 
emnprendido ese estudio; y nos juzga- 
mos en el deber de darle nuestro mo- 
desto concurso, 4 lo menos en la medi- 
da que sé halla 4 nuestro alcance. 

En toda probabilidad, jam4s hubié- 
ramos pedido que, en uso del derecho 
que ambos gobiernos se reservaron, se 
denunciara diplomaticamente, 6 se de- | 
jara sin vigor por la accié6n legislativa, 
el tratado de reciprocidad con los Bs. 
tados Unidos del Norte de América: si 
bien creemos que ese tratado, favorable 
ciertamente para los productores y los 
consumidores cubanos, no nos trajo' 
tantas ventajas como la rica fantasia 
pudo sugerir en los primeros momentos. 
Los azficares crudos antillanos tuvieron 
franquicia absoluta en su importacién 
en los Estados Unidos; pero alli encon- 
traron dos graves obstAculos: 1° la pri-. 
ma concedida 4 la produccién similar 
arericana; y 2° una maquinacién po- 
derosa fragnada por una asociacién 
ee cou objeto de monopolizar | la 

endio ie e008 ped. 
ductos y ‘do tlaipouieg rbitrario precio 4 
los azficares crndos. la ley de la oferta 


tado de cosas con Sabena 4 imped 4 
qne el consumidor lograse todas las 
ventujas que debia obtener con la exen. 
cidp. de derechos arancelarios respecto 
de algunos articulos y con la rebaja de! 
impuesto en cuanto 4 otros. Los precios | 


OE 


; 


no variaron, al menos tan notablemen- | 
te como hubiera podido esperarse. Al- 
gunos imputan la culpa 4 los llamados 
detallistas, y éstos la atribuyen 4 los 
almacenistas; pero lo cierto es, que el 
Tesoro dej6 de percibir cuantiosos in- 
gresos por consecuencia de aquel trata- 
do, y que el consumidor no aleanzé los 
beneficios equivalentes. 

Fendmeno econdémico es éste que los 
tratadistas explican satisfactoriamente. 
Una rebaja de contribuciones indirec- 
tas, especialmente en la renta de adua- 
nas, no viene 4 surtir todos sus efec- 
tos en beneficio del consumidor ni si- 
quiera en provecho del productor, sino 
con el transcurso de largo tiempo, 
cuando la competencia, alma y estimu- | 
lo de la actividad humana, haya conse- 
| guido poco & poco establecer perfecto 
equilibrio en los cambios de valores, 
que no son m4s que cambios de pro- 
'ductos. Mientras tanto, ni el produc- 
tor, ni mucho menos el consumidor se 
aprovechan de la rebaja: sdlo el inter- 
‘mediario se beneficia won ello. 

-« | Pero ya que sin pedirlo nosotros, va 
& quedar sin efecto por una de las cl4u- 
sulas del bill Wilson el tratado de reci-| 
procidad, nosotros recuperaremos nues- 
tra libertad de accién; y con Ja expe- 
riencia ya adquirida, con pleno co-| 
nocimiento de causa, y en uso de un 
derecho indiscutible podemogs y debe. : 
‘mos emprender el estudio conveniente : 
para determinar si procede sujetar la 
im portacién de las procedencias ameri- 
canas 4 un impuesto arancelario pru- 
dente y equitativo, 
Dos razones 4 ello debieran impul- | 
‘sarnos, La primera consiste en las 
jeceneens necesidades de nnestro Teso- 
ro que nos obligan 4 buscar, dentro de. 
limites moderados, el mayor rendimien- 
‘to de las Aduanas, que ha de ser la ba- 
se principal de nuestra tributacién. Y 
la segunda en que si esas mismas nece- 
‘sidades nos ponen en el caso de recla- 
brat ae chngestarr y resueltamente que 
se la ley de Relaciones Comer- | 
ciales. con la Peninsula, altos motivos 
‘de politica nos. aconsejan evitar toda 
sospechs de que intentamos hacer de 
condicién que la nuestra 4 una 
extraiia; por ms que con cata} 


oes mereantiles con Ia. Peninsula, con 
los Estados-Unidos y con las’ demfs: 
naciones, Debemos cefiirnos 4 la as: 
‘piracién de obtener los rendimientos de 
las Aduanas por la imposicién de dere- 
chos puramente fiscales, en el sentido 
que hemos dado 4 esta pretensién de 
nuestro Programa, en lus varios artien- 
los que 4 esa materia hemos consagra- 
lo, y cuya sintesis puede expresarse 
en estos términos: In los objetos de 
primera necesidad, los derechos de im-. 
portacién deben ser minimos: en los de 
atilidad relativa moderados; y en los de 
lujo 6 supérfinos, cuantiosos. Nadade 
lo perteneciente al sistema prohibitivo; 
ni siquiera al proteccionista, sin perjui- 
cio del amparo temporal que no puede 
rehusaree 4& Jas industrias cubanas; 
cuando éstas tengan probabilidades de 
prosperar en nuestro suelo. | 
Tal es nuestro sentir. A las C4maras | 
de Comercio y 4 otras entidades muy 
eompetentes en esta materia cumple 
sefialar los tipos respectivos en las tres 
categorias que bemos determinado. A 
nosotros nos basta hacer las observa- 
ciones precedentes, sin perjaicio de con- | 
 tinnar prestando nuestro débil coneur- | 
so 4 la reslizacién de un pensamiento 
encaminado 6 dotar 4 la Isla de Onba, 
en las condiciones econédmicas en que 
se encuentra, de un buen sistema aran- 
‘celario. 
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Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No. ee f 24. 


HAVANA, February 4g, 1894 
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Copy. | No.6l1. 


LEONY and DOMINGUEZ, importing mercnants, duly 
licensed, and ¢tstablisne’i at Mercaderes 12,this city, 
respectfully says 

That they have imported per steamer CITY OF ALEXAN- 
DRIA from New York,entered at this port on the Z7th of 
March,1893,a saw mill of American wate ce atu. 

That said saw mill was manifested as per seneduis 
A paragraph 26 of the commercial agreement signed at 
Washington on the 17th of October,1892, between the 
Government of Spain and the United States of America, 
ante machine being a complete. saw mill for agriculture 
or industry. 

That the Havana Custom House appraiser,has saw fit 
to appraise said mill by schedule C,paragraph 51, that 
is paying duty with fifty per cent rebate. 


That understanding said saw mill to be free of 


duty,we presented our protest unds date of May 4,1893. 


That on May 5Sth,that:is a day after,we had to de- 
posit the amount of duties,in order to avoid pro- 
ceedings against us. 

That on the 15th Pebruary,1894,we hsve been 
notified that our protest has‘been rejected, and 


Therefore we appeal to the U.S.Government 
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through you,that justice be done to use 


yaVana, pebruary 17, 1894, 


(Signed) lLeony and Domingues. 


Before me, 
(Signed)Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


\ 


| 
| 


LEONY y DOMINGURZ, importadores debidamente matri- 


culados en esta plaza, a V.S.respetiosamente exponen; 

Que hemos importadc por el vapor americano "City 
Alexandria® entrado en este puerto 21 dia 27 de Marzo 
1893, una mayuina para aserrar maderas (sa. mill) 
manufactura americana. 

Que dichs miquina de aserrar fue manifestada por 
tabla A,apartado 26 Gel convenio comercial firmacdo 
Washineston en Octubre 17 cde 1892 entre los Gobiernos 

Ge Espafia y los Estados Unicos,por ser dicha maquina de 
agerrar para la agriculture ¢ industria. 

Que el Sr.Vista ha manifestaco cicna maquina Ge 
agerrar por 19 tabla O,es éseir pag ando derechos y con 
el rebajo de 50 por clento. 

Que estando en la intelisencia que dicha maquina 
de aserrar era lib“e de derechos, prescntamos nuestra 
protesta con fecha Mayo 4 de 1893. 

Que en Mayo 5 del propio afio o sea al dia si- 
gulente de nuest’a protesta,tuvimos yue depositar para 
evitar un embargo el importe deo los deresghos injustamente 
impuestos. 

Que con fecha 5 de 1os corrientes se nos remitio 
la adjunta comunicacion,en la gue por Real Orden se 
nos condena injustamente al pago c6é los Ccerechos. 

Y por lo tanto apelamos al Gobierno de los 


Estados Unidos por medio de V.S.para gus se nos haga 


~ 


justicia y para que se nos devuelva el importe de 


erechos injustamente depositados. 


Habana, Pebrero 16 de 1894. 


Pirmado) Leony y Dominguez. 
Ante mi, 
(Sirmado) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Noneul General. 
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~ Enclosure NO. 2. 
With Despatch No. an A a. 


HAVANA, February sie 1894. 
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U.S.Consulate General. 
HAVANA, webruary 19,1894. 
Excellency’ 

In compliance with instructions from my qovern- 
ment I have the honor to present to the consideration 
and resolution of Y.£.the enclosed certified copy of the 
protest of Messrs.LEONY and DOMINGUEZ, importing mer- 
ehants of this city,against the appraisement made by 
the custom house of this port on a gaw mill of american 
manufacture, imported by amer.steamer “City of Alex- 
andria® arrived on the 27th March, 1893; said appraise- 
ment being considered contrargp to paragraph 26, 
schedule A of the reciprocity agreement between Spain 
and the United States. 

I am, e#tce etce 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


To H.E.the Intendant General of Finance of this Island. 


pnclosure NO,2. 


With Despatch No. 2—-/ 


HAVANA, FPebruary A 
Consulado General de 
los Estados Unidos. 
HABANA, Febrero i9 de 1894. 
Excmo.8efors 
Cumpliendo instrucciones de mi Gobierno tengo 
el honor de presentar a la consideracion y resolucion 
de V.E.1la adjunta copia certificada de la protesta de 
los Sres.LEONY y DOMINGUEZ, comerciantes cde esta plaza, 
contra el aforo practicado por esta aduana sobre une 
maquina para agerrar maderas de manufactura americana, 
importada por vapor americano “City of Alexandria*® 
entrédo en este puerto el 27 de Marzo dae 1893; por con- 
siderer dicho saforo contrario 2 la tabla A apartado 26 
del convenio de reciprocidad entre Espafia y los Estads 
Unidos. 
Dios guarde a V.E.muchos ajfios. 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


Excmo.Sr.Intendente Gral.de Hacienda de esta Isl2. 
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Enclosure Wo. 1. 


With Despatch No.2130. 


HAVANA, February 21,1894. 
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Translation 
Military Commandancy of Marine. 
Office of the Captain of the Port 
HAVANA. 
To the Consul General of the United States, 


Present. 


In answer to your polite conmunication of the 
17th instant,I regret to say that there is not the 
least information at this office-regarding the american 
citizen Mr.Ralph W.RBowen,late purser of the steamer 
"City of Alexandria® 
God guard you many years. 


Havana, February 20,1894. 


(Signed) Jacobo Aleman. 
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Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No. 2130. 


HAVANA ,¥February 21,1894. 
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Copy. 
Comandancia Militar de Marina. 
Capitania del Puerto de la HABANA. 
| - | : 
En contestacion a su atenta comunicacion de 17 del 
corriente,tengo el sentimiento de participarle que en 


esta oficina de mi cargo no hay la menor noticia re- 


/ 
ferente al subdito de su nacion Mr.Ralph. W.Bowen, 


contador del vapor "City of Alexandria’, 
A 
Dios guarde a V.S.muchos afios. 
Habana, Febrero 20 de 1894. 


(Signed) Jacobo Aleman. 


Sr.Consul Gral.de los Estados Unidos en esta Plaza. 
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To the Dehartment of State. 
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With Despateh No. SSS, 


HAVANA, February LA, 1894. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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From EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA of Havana,February 21,1894. 
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THE LAW OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 


We resume our historic examination of the fiseal 
regulations that ruled in the former Spanish American 
possessions,so 28s to provide ourselves with proper 
data for the appreciation of the results anc the im- 
portanee of the present law governing the comme reial 


relations between the remaining Spanish west Indian 


Colonies and the Mother Country. 


On the advent of the Borbon dynasty,the restrictive 
system governing Spanish commerce with America was at 
its height; and in such a manner that phillip the 5th, 
regardless of his own wishes,was never able to accede 
to the desires of Louis the 14th to obtain a participa- 
tion in it for the freneh,notwithstanding that King 


Phillip owed everything to Lauis the Great,who supported 


the rivhts o* his srandson with his treasures, his army , 


" > ! 
aig 


7 


\ ; “4 » 2 
\it a Ls. ty ahdbalyer? | Bs (mae AN hs li Oe aA ate ty Nie: ell ape a ee, we 
60 A a Na U2 ARR ER ER ABEL Am aki 
, Mite ay cps ap Nd 7 : ny E ar eye ar a Pa ; 
; 7 : La. oh a ae . 


his navy and with all his immense power. An episode 
of the war of the Spanish succession displays to what 
point the spirit of monopoly influenced the Board of 


Trade and the Government,in favor,nct of the Spanish 


people, but exelusively in favor of one of their ports, 


In 1702 spain only had seven disposible galleons 
or vessels of ine ant as they were not sufficient to 
give convoy to sixteen merehant vessels that composed 
the fleet then ready to sail for Ameriea,under the com- 
mand of Don Manuel Velazco de Tejada,Louis the 14th 


sent a squadron from Brest,under Admiral Chateau- 


renaud to protect it. On the return voyage both 
Commanders ascertained,on nearing the Azores, that 
the British squadron was cruisinz between Gape San 
Vineent and Cadiz; which news induced them to ehange 
their route from Cadaéz to itis obent of Galacza ¢6 
save by all means the treasures and merehandise on 
board. On reaching Vigo they gave dtameGiate advise 
to the Board of Trade at Cadiz of their arrival with 
seventeen millions of dollars in coin and of twenty 
millions in merehandise; and then Chateau-Renaud 

sent the greater part of his squadron to Brest, and 
remained only with sixteen of the most weather beaten 


of his vessels. But the merehants of Cadiz demanded 


that nothing should be landed in Galicia; beeause it 


would be an infringement of their privileges, and 


pretended that the vessels should remain loeded in 


Vigo till the squadron of the enemy should disappear. 
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3. 
A long while having passed without any thing having 
been done in the matter,and the British squadron 


having obtained information that the flota was at 


Vigo,entered this port on the 22nd of October, landed 

4000 men,broke the ehain that obstrueted the entrance, 
and commenced a terrible combat in which they inflicted 
on the Spaniards and French the loss of thirteen large 
eas and seven small size vessels of war,g¢x merehantmen, 


with the sinking and burning of the rest. The amount 


captured by the enemy did not exceed,at most,four millioag : 


of dollars. The rest was thrown overboard o: perished 
by the flames. And a historian of the time says that 
out of that misfortune an infinite number of lawsuits 
arose throughout all Europe; because the whole eon- 
tinent was interested in the expedition. Thus we have 


one of the fruits of monopoly. 


The peaee of Utreeh, (1713) delivered over to 
England,in addition to other important advantages, the 


coveted Assiento of Negroes,with the privilege of sending 


annually a vessel of 500 tons to the fair of Porto 
Rello: this last concession was highly favorable to 
smuggling, because the english vessel was usually of 
more than 500 tons, and besides just as fast as her 
goods were sold,they were again replenished by elan- 


adestine means. 


The trade of the Mother Country with those Ameriean 


possessions that reached at one time to 27.000 tons 
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annually, fell to 15.000 and afterwards to 2.000, for 
want of vessels,for want of domestic iiediskasebs 

and beeause,too,it was impossible to compete with the 
contraband trade. I[t beeame therefore necessary to 
alter the system. The galleons were suppszessed in 
1748,and the attempt was even made to grant freedom 
of trade to all the ports of Spain with America; but 
this was prevented by the panie and failures that the 
mere idea produced amonsz the merechants of Cadiz; and 
thus this port continued with its monopoly. But in 
1764 Charles the Srd established regular mail packets 
between the Corufia and Havana,and in the year following 
every Spaniard was allowed to traffic freely from cer- 
tain ports with the West Indies,on the payment of 6 


per cent export duty. 


In this way beeame established what was ealled 
the Colonial system; a purely legal fiction supposing 
bilateral eonditions,in virtue of whieh the Metropolis 
beeame obligated to not reeeive Colonial products 
from any but her own Colonies; while on the other hand 
the Colonies could only buy from the Metropolis. In 


this respect will be found wosthy of notiee,the De- 


odlales and Royal Orders issued in Oetober,1765; 17th 


October, 1766; 12th of October,1/72; and 23rd April, 
1774; as also the Regulations eovering the freedom of 
trade of the 12th of Oetober,1778. hens the 4th 
article of this Regulation eleven ports of the Penin- 


‘sula, and under articles 16 and 17 thirty four ports 
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were opened in 4meriea for the reciproeal trade be- 


tween Spain and her American possessions, subgeet to 


an export duty of 3 per eent on national and 7 per 

eent on foreign products Leaving Spain,with like 

auties on their entranee into the ports of Ameriea. 
Under articles 22 and 24 sundry Peninsular products 

and manufaeture#:. were entf@ely exempted. And article 
43 conceded the like exemption to several products of 
America i thal arrival in Spain,such as eotton, indigo, 


sugar,coffee,wax, fine and ordinary sea shellis,all 


kinds of woods, hides,ete. 


The salutary effeets of this reform, the work of 
Don José qalvez, afterwards Marquis of Sonora,did not 
delay in making themselves felt. Omitting mention 
of the other Spanish Colonies,we will say that Porto 
Rico, whose eustom house only produced 3.910 pesetas 
($782) in 1765,yielded 80.000 pesetas ($16.000) a few 
years later. The trade of Cub2,that only employed 
six vessels in 1765 later on needed more than 200. 
The customs revenues of Havana were triplicated and 
its revenues quintuplieated within five years. The 


general movement of the Colonial trade with the 


Metropolis was raised from 148.000.000 of reales 


($7.400.000) with 6.500.000 duties to 1.10¢.000.000 


reales ($55.200.000) with 55.000.000 of duties 
($2.750.000). Canga Arguelles calculates that the 
celebrated Ordinance of 1776 increased sueecessively 


the total amount of importations into Ameriea from 70 
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to 300’ millions and the return trade from 72 to 80 
millions of reales, The same statistician furnishes 
us a remarkable Table of imports and exports to and 


from America,which proves how surprisingly great were 


the reeiprocal benefits of that famous Royal Ordinanee. 


But this only refers to the trade between Spain 
and her American possessions,with which foreign trade 
was absolutely prohabited. There were not wanting, 
however, far sighted men who advoeated the opening of 


the markets of those possesstamgs to the vessels and 


products of friendly nations. Still,that opinion 
must have aequired proselytes from the moment of the 
publieafion in Spain of the manifesto published jn the 
latter part of the year 1808 by the insurgent authori- 
ties,asking,among other things,for the freedom of 

the import and export trade between Spain and all 
friendly nations,between Spanish Ameriea and Asia, 

as well as with the Phillipine Islands. fhe faet is, 
the Regeney of the Kingdom issued a Royal order on 
the 17th of May,1810,that authorized the dtreet trade 
between Ameriea and foreign Colonies and with the na- 
tions of Europe; but the merehants of Cadiz beeame so 
alarmed :-at this proposition,that they suceeeded 
through their strenuous efforts,an obtaining from the 
same Regeney the publication thirty five days after- 


wards of another Royal order,deelaring the first to be 


apoeryph2l,null and void; with order for the indictment 


7. 


of the Marquis of Las Hormazas, then, seeretary of the 


Treasury,Don Manuel Albuerne, Chief Clerk of the De- 
partment ,Don Claudio Martinez de Pinallos,then attorney 
at Madrid of the City Couneil of Havana,and Don Bateban 
Pernandez de Leon,an opulent Peninsular proprietor at 
Caraeas. Nothing was done,however,against these per- 
sons; to the contrary on the 12th of May,1815,the 
King ordered the eases to be quashed,deelaring these men 
all to be faithful servants of the Crown. Sefior Mar- 
tinez de Pinillos,afterwards Count of Villanueva, 
reaehed the highest public positions in the Gove-~nment 
of Cuba,with a seat even tn the Royal Couneil. The 
Edimburg Review in 1812,0n eommenting the Essay on 
New Spaan by Baron Von Humboldt said: “But what 
"made the most profound impression in the Colonies 
“was the revoeation of the Deeree in favor of 
"their eommeree. Therefore,the seeond Deeree 
"is attributed to the influenee of che sunk and 
"the merehants of Cadiz,who were believed to 
"have obtained it through the weakness and poverty 
"of the Junta whose members were obliged to deny 
fan aei,which they had now the valor Lo vindieate 


®fnor the virtue to maintain". 


Al last the freedom of trede,in the smell remains 
of so great a coloniel empire,vith foreign countries, 
did impose itself as an unavoidable neeessity. And 
we will see in the next artiele the results of shis 
other reform. 
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MIERCOLES 21 DE FEBRERO DE — 


La Ley de Relaciones Comercial, 


Proseguimos nuestros estudios his. | 
téricos sobre la antigua legislacién fis- 
cal de Espafia en los dominios de In- 
dias, como datos previos para apreciar | 
los resultados y la importancia de la 
vigente Ley de Relaciones Comerciales. 
_ &l advenimiento dela dinastia de 
Borb6én, el sistema restrictivo en el co- 
mercio de Indias estaba en todo su apo- 
geo; y de tal suerte que Felipe V jam4s 
pudo acceder 4 los deseos de Luis XIV 
de que en ese comercio diese alguna 
participacién 4 los franceses, sin em- 
bargo de que el Rey Felipe todo lo de- 
bia 4 Luis el Grande, quien sostenia 
los derechos de su nieto con sus teso. 
ros, con sus ejércitos de mar y tierra y 
con su inmenso. poderfo. Un episodio 
de la guerra de sucesién demuestra has. 
ta qué punto prevalecia en la Casa de 
Oontratacién y en el Gobierno ese espi- 
ritu de .monopolio, en favor, no del 
pueblo espafiol, sino exclusivamente de. 
uno de los puertos nacionales. 

En 1702 Hspafia no tenia disponibles 
mas que siete galeones 6 buques de 
guerra; ycomo no bastaban_ para dar 
convoy 4diez y seis buques ‘mercantes 
que componian la flota, cuyo general 
era D. Manuel Velazco de Tejada, 
Luis XIV envié una escuadra desde 
Brest 4 las é6rdenes del Almirante Oha- 
teau-Rénaud para proteger la expedi- 
cién. En su viajederegreso, supieron am- 
bos jefes, cerca de las’ Azores, quelas es- 
cuadras enemigas cruzaban entre el Ca- 
bo de San Vicente y Cadiz; lo cual los 
indujo 4 adoptar la determinacién de 
mudar de'rumboy dirigirse 4 las costas 
de Galicis, 4 fin de salvar de cualquier 
riesgo los caudales y cargamentos que 
conducian. Una vez en Vigo, dieron 
oportuno aviso de su legada con diez 
y siete millones de pesos en metilico y 
ms de veinte millones en mercancias; 
después de lo cual Ohateau-Renaud 
destacé la mayor parte de sus barcos 
con destino 4 Brest, quedéndose 86lo 


ro el comercio de CAdiz ‘exigi6 que na. 
da se degembarcara en. ic ge pata 


ry oni ef mbarké Oude iat fat 
bres, rompid la cadena que obstrufa la 
que los espafioles y fehoabes perdieron 
trece naves, siete de guerra y seis mer- 
cantes, echandose 4 pique 6 entreg4n- 
dose 4 las liamaslas restantes, El va- 
lor de lo apresado por el enemigo subia 
4 lo suma de caatro millones de pesos. 
Lo dem4s fné arrojado al mar 6 perecié 
en elincendio, “Y unhistoriador con- 
tempordnéo dice que de esa desgracia 
nacieron infinitos pleitos en toda Eu- 
ropa, porque toda ella estaba interesa 
da en ja expedicién. Hg aqui uno de 
los frutos del monopolio. 

La paz de Utrech otorgé 4 Inglate- | 
rra, ademas de otras importantes ven | 
tajas, el codiciado Asiento de negros y e! : 
privilegio de enviar anualmente un bar. | 
co de 500 toneladas al mercado de 
Portobelo: concesién exta dltima que | 
favorecié altamente el contrabando, 
porque el barco inglés solia tener m4s 
de 500 toneladas, y porque 4 medids 
que se iban agotando las mercancias 
destinadas al trafico, eran ceemp!aza— 
das por otras que clandestinamente se 
llevaban al buque. 

Hl comercio metropolitano, que en 
uu tiempo remitiéd 4 América 27,000 to ! 


neladas anuales, bajé 415,000 y luego 
hasta 4 2,000, por falta de barcos, por 
falta de industria y porque no era po- 
sible sostener competencia con el con- 
trabando. Indispensable era introdacir 
alteraciones en el sistema. Suprimié. 
ronse los galeones en 1748, y aun sein- 
tent6 conceder libertad de comercio 4 
todos los puertos de Espafia con las In- 
dias; si bien las numerosas guiebras 
que ocarrieron en O4diz al solo anuncio'! 
de ese propdsito lo imposibilitaron de’ 
momento. CAdiz conservé por entonces : 
su monopolio. Mas en 1764 O4rlos ITI 

creé correos maritimos entre la Corufia : 
y la Habana, y el afio siguiente se per, 

mitié 4 todo espafiol comerciar con las 

Indias Occidentales desde los puertos 

que se determinaron, mediante el wibu- 

to del 6 pS sobre el cargamento. 

Asi vino 4establecerse lo que se llamé 
el pacto colonial; fiecion de derecho que 
suponia estipulaciones bilaterales, en 
cuya virtud la Metrépoli quedaba obji- } 
gada4 no recibir sino de sus colopias| 
los articulos producidos en éstas; al pa- 
#0 que las colonias solo con la Metrépo- } 
li hab{an de comerciar. Notables son 
el Decreto de octubre de 1765, laa R. O. 
de 17de octubre de 1766, de 12 de 
mayo de 1772 y de 25 de abril de 
1774, asi como el Reglamento dei co 
mercio libre de 12 de sate fo 1178. 
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los puertos indianos. B1 22 y"el 24 
eximfan de toda contribucién de salida 
varios artefactos. y pro- 
ductos de la Peninsula. Y el 43 conce- 
‘fa igual exencién 4 diversos produc- 
tos de América 4 su llegada & Espafia, 
entre los cuales figuraban el algodén, 
el afiil, el azfcar, el café, la cera, las 
conchas finas y ordinarias, las made- 
ras de todas especies, las pieles, ete. 

No tardaron en palparse los saluda.- | 
bles efectos de esta reforma, obra del 
Municipio General de Indias, D. José 
de Galvez, después Marqués de Sono- 
ra: Prescindiendo de las dem4s colo- 
nias espafiolas, dirémos. que Puerto 
Rico, cuya aduana no produjo en 1765 
m4s que 3,910 pesetas, poco tiempo 
después rendia 80,000 pesetas. El co- 
mercio de Cuba, que solo empleaba seis 
barcos cn 1765, liegé 4 necesitar mas 
de 200. La renta de aduanas de la Ha- 
bana triplic6 en cinco afios y la expor- 
tacién de la Isla quintuplicé6. El movi- 
miento general del comercio de las co- 
lonias conla Metrépoli se elevé desde 
148.000,000 de reales con 6.500,000 de 
derechos, 4 1,104.000,000 de reales con | 
55.000,000 de derechos, Canga Argiie- | 
iles calcula gue la célebre Ordenanza |} 
de 1778 aument6 sucesivamente la su- } 
ma total de las importaciones en Amé.: | 
rica desde 76 hasta 300 millones y Jos | 
retornos desde 72 hasta 800 millones de 
reales.. El mismo hacendista nos facili- 
ta una notable Tabla de las importa- 
ciones y exportacionesen América, la 
cual prueba cu4n asombrosos fueron los 
incrementos prodacidos en el comercio 
reciproco por aquella famosa » disposi- 
cién soberana, 

Mas esto sélo hacia relacién al trafi- 
co entre Espafia y las colonias espafio- 
las, en las cuales quedaba prohibido en 
términos absolutos el comercio extran- 
jero. No faltaban, sin embargo, espi- 
ritus previsores que reconociesen la 
conveniencia de abrir los mercados de 
esas colonias &1los barcos y productos 
de las naciones amigas. Sobre todo, 
esa opinién debié adquirir prosélitos, 
desde que se conocié en Espafia el Ma- 
nifieste publicado 4 fines de 1808 por 
las autoridades insurgentes, pidiendo 
entre otras cosas, la libertad del comer- | 
cio de importacién y exportacién: en 
todos los puertos de Espafia y de las| 
naciones amigas, entre la América es- 
pafiola y el Asia, asi como con las. Is- 
las Filipinas. Lo cierto es que la Re- 
gencia del Reino expidié en 17 de Ma- 
yo de 1810 una Real Orden, que auto. 
rizaba el comercio directo de ‘Indias 
, con las colonias extranjeras ¥ con las | 


psa Ry dleolars en la Gaceta 4 los 35} 
dias que quella. R. O. era apécrifa y 
nala, sin valor ni efecto, mandando for- | 
mar causa al Marquésde Las Hormazas, 
Ministro de Hacienda, 4 D. Manuel ar 
buerne, Oficial mayor de la Secretaria, 6 
D. Olandio Mart {nez de Pinillos, siete. 
rado entonces del Ayuntamiento de la 
| Habana, y 4 D. Estéban Fernandez de 
Ladén, opulento propietario peninsular 
Je Oaracas. Esta causa-no ofrecié da- | 
to alguno contra aquellas personas; an- 
tes bien el Rey, en 12 de.mayo de 1815, 
nandésobreseer en la causa, declarando 
4 los enellu comprendidos por buenos 
servidores. EH! Sr. Martinez de Pinillos, 
| despnés conde de Villanueva, llegé 4 o- 
‘cuparlos m4s altos destinos enla Admi- 
uistracién de Ouba, y hasta una plaza 
en el Consejo Real. La Revistade E- 
limbargo, comentando en 1812 el Hn- 
sayo sobre la Nueva Espana del Barén 
de Humboldt, dijo: “Pero lo que hizo 
| m4s profanda impresién en las colonias 
faé la revocacién del Decreto en favor 
de su comercio. Asi es que el segundo 
Deereto ge atribuyé6 al influjo de la 
‘Janta yde los comerciantes de Cadiz, 
-considerandose que fué arrancado por 
elles & la debilidad y pobreza de la Re. 
gencia, cuyos miembros se yieron obli- 
gados 4desmentir un acto, que no tu- 
vieron el valor de vindicar ni la —: 
cia de mantener.” 

Al fin la libertad de comercio, en el 
pequefio resto de tan magnifico impe- 
rio colonial con las naciones extranje- 
ras, Vino & limponerse Como una necesi- 
dad ineludible. Ya veremos en préxi- 
mo articulo Jos resultados de esta otra 
reforma. | 
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~ Enelosure o.l. 
With Despateh No. ff34. 
HAVANA, February 22,1894. 


on eee me re rr rer rer lO rr Or rr Or OO rrr Or rr a oe ee ee a oe = ae ae a ae Gee 


Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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Prom EL AVISADOR COMERCIAL of Havana, February 22,1894. 
EXTRACT. 


The applieation of the law of conmereial rela- 
tions of 1882,under its present erroneous form,to this 
Island, reminds us of the unjust,arbirary and prohibitive 


colonial system whaeh for so many years prevented the 


growth of the commeree of those other eountries to which 
it was applied,and which then constituted the Spanish- 


American possessions. 


But the repeal of this law,and the reimposition 


of duties on Spanish products imported here,with the 


eommereial dependence of the Island on the United 
States,will sever every eeonomie tie between it and 
the Mother Country,with the ending likewise of all 
other ties; and then publie opinion here will un- 
avoidably take two direetions: the one towards inde- 
pendence,and the other towards annexation to the 


~- 


United States. 


7 


No great talents are needed for this prediction; 


; , ; ; 
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eolonial system,nor to our entire commereial dependenee 


on the United States. 
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AVISADOR COMERCIAL | 


HABANA, FEBRERO 21 DE 1894, 
a — 


- Aplicada la citada Ley de 1882-en la for- 
ma incompleta que hoy impera, viene 4 
significar ‘una remembranza del antiguo 
Pacto colonial, de ese sistema iujusto y ar- 
bitrario que detuvo per tantos afios la pros- 
peridad de nuestro comercio colonial; y 
derogada esa Ley, restablecidos los derechos 
arancelarios sobre las mercancfas naciona- | 
les, dominando en estas provincias las re- | 
laciones mercantiles con la América del 
Norte y roto asf todo azo econ6mico con la 
metr6poli, rotos quedaran de hecho los de- 
més que 4 élla nos ligan, y las corrientes 
se dirigirin fatal y precisamente, hacia la 
, independencia por un lado, hacia la anexi6n — 
por otro. 
Predicci6n es esta, para establecer la eu 
no Be neeesitan grandes talentos, porque se 
deduce de la mas rigurosa l6gica. Y por 
eso nosotros, ni queremos lus remembranzas 
del injusto y arbitrario Pacto colonial, ni 
tampoco el absoluto dominio del comercio 
con el extranjero. 
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Copy. 
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To the Consul General, 


of the United States of America, 


oAeeat ee 


in Havana. 


Fe <P le a iy IE 


Hidalgo and C6.Merchants and Bankers duly established in 


this City respectfully have to say: 


That at the request of Mr.Angel A.Arcos and of Mr.Adolfo 


Mufioz planters of this Island,and of Mr.John Turl's Son of 


the City of New York,made an entry in this Custom House of 
210 four wheel iron wagons to convey sugearg in their planta- 
tions,which the above mentioned gentiemen imported direct 
from New York by the American steamers "Yumuri and “Coneho* 


arrived here on the 7th.and 22nd.of January of this year re- 


spectively: 


That said wagons according to a Superior Resolution of 
the Spanish Government,were formerly appraised in accordance 
to the text of the paragraph 306 of the Tariff,enjoying the 


benefit ofthe Schedule A. (free of duties) of the commer- 


es . 


cial Treaty of Reciprocity between the United States and 


Spain: 


That in view of a Royal Decree recently published, the 


foregoing Resolution was abolished and the wagons referred 


to 


Amey 


y 
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to,are now appraised by the Gustom House Officials at the rate 


{ 

\ 
{ 
\ 


of $1.25. for each 1000 Kilos of weight: 


And that in their opinion, tHe said wagons,being made of 


_ 


common iron and considered as indis pensable accessories for 


the manufactory of sugar,they ought to be included in para- 
graph No. 26 of the Sehedule A. of aforesaid Commercial Trea- 
ty of Reciprocity,and of course,free. of duties. 

Therefore,the underwriters appeal through you to the Am- 
erican Government to agcertain, whether the four wheel iron 
wagons to convey sugers in the plantations are free of duties 
or not,and if the solution of this application proves to be 
favorable,will enable them to present their claim to the Cus- 
tom House for the monfes they have been compelled to deposit 
as a bond to answer for such duties. 


Havana, February 20th.1894. 


(signed) Hidalgo and Co. 
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Copia. 
Al Sr.Consul General de los Estados Unidos de 
Ameriea en ln MARANA, 
H 


INALGO y CA.,comereiantes banqueros de esta 


plaza,a V.%.respetuosamento exponen: 


Que ex peticion de log Sré@sel).Angel A.Areos y DP 


“ | . 
Adolfo Mufioz, hacendados de esta Isla,y del Sr.John Turl 


Son de New York, hielieron declaraeion a la aduana de 
210 carritos porta temples para aguear, jue dichos 
Sres.eimport2ron en los vapores 2merieanos YMURI y 
CONCHO, que prosedentes de New York,éentraron en egte 
puerto los dias 7 y 22 del mes ce Enero ppdo. 

Que diehos earros porta templas en vista de una 
solueion superior venian aforandose por lapar.vida 30u 
del araneol y gozando del beneficio de le Tabla A 
(libres de dereehos) del eofvens.o eomereial con los 
Pstados Unidos. 

Que en virtud de una R.0.reei-ntemente wublaeada 
aiea- destruida la anterior resolucion y los earros a 
gue heeemos referencia han sido aforados a razon de 
$1.25 por eada ecien kilos de peso con un aumento de 
10 por eiento sobre el total de los dereehos,y ademas un 
impuesto de $1.25 por eada mil kilos ce p2so. 

Y siendo nuestra opinion wue diehas porta templas 
tanto por ser una manufaetura de hizo ordinario como 


wasonés de hierro para @l1 trasporte ce aguear y como 


tambien por ser saecesorios indispensables para la elabo- 


raeion de 2aguear estan cde lleno ineluicos en el No. 
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26 de la tabla A de dicho convenio y de eonsiguiente 


son libres de derechos. 


Por lo tanto,los que saseribenm acuden a V.S%.supli- 


: 


eandole geatione cere? del Gobierno que aqui tan acer- 
tadamente representa si dichos earros porta tem las son 
ono libres de Gereehos,pare nosotros reel mar a la 
aduana el dinero ue hemos tenido que cepositar eomo 


rsarvanvlia para responce” * los derechos ce importaelon. 


MARANA, Febrero 20 de 1894. 


(Pirmado) Hidalgo y Ca. 


mi 


Firmaédo) Ramon 0.Williems, 
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Cepy. 
U.S.Censulate General. 
HAVANA, February 23,1694. 

To H.£.the Intendant General of Frinanee of this Island. 
Exeelleney: 

In compliance with instructions from my 
Gevernment TIT have the honer to present to the considera- 
tion and resoluetion eof Y.E.the enelosed eertified 
eopy of the protest of Messrs.Hidalgo and Co.,merehants 
of this city,against the appraisement made by the 
eustom house of this pert en 210 four wheels iron 
wagons to convey sugars,imported by steamers YUMURI 
and CONCHO,whieh arrived at this port from New York 
on the 7th and 22nd of last January; said appraisement 
being considered eontrary to paragraph 26,sehedule A 
of the reciprocity agreement between Spain and the 
United States. 

Ged guard Y.E.many years. 

HAVANA, Feb.23, 1894. 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Censul General. 
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Copy. 
Consulado General de 


los Estados Unidos. 


5 hie 


PT nae Wreck 


HABANA, Febrero 23,1894. 


OE OF Pini 


Exemo .§efior: 

Cumpliendo instrueciones de mi Gobierno tengo 
el honor de presentar a la consideraeton y resolueion 
de V.f£.la adjunta eopia certificada de la protesta de 
los Sres.Midalso y Ca,comereiantes banqueros de esta 
plaza,eontra el aforo praeticado por esta aduana sobre 
210 carros porta templas,importades por les vapores 
amerieanes "Yumuri*® y "Coneho*, que proeedentes de 
Nueva York,entraron en este puerto los dias 7 y 22 del 
mes de Enero ppdo.; por eonsiderar dieho afore con- 
trario a la parvida 26,tabla A del vigente convenio 
de reciprocidad entre Espafia y los Estados Unidos. 

Dios guarde a V.E.muchos afios. 

HABANA, Febrero 23 de 1894. 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 


Exemo.Sr.Intendente Gral.de H-elenda de esta Isla. 
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Ob stract of (Contents. 
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Consulate- Cenerat of the OGnited States, 


(FOavaca, CELY. 26. oi 


VOuncistt COPeorize Fttht 


Nssistant Tecretary of Hate, 
I Washington, OD) 6. 
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Jo the ‘Department of State. 4 
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Cepy. 


U.8$.Censulate General. 


HAVANA, February 28,1894. 


Te H.E.the Intendant General ef Finanee 

ef the Island ef Cuba. 
Exeelleney: 

Cemplying with the instruetaens of my Gevern- 
ment [ have te ask Y.E~.ite have the geodness te order 
the return te Messrs.Beela and Ce.,ef Gibara,of the sums 
of #232.47 and $282.49, together $514.96 unduly eolleeted 
by the eustom house of that port,as export and loading 
dues om a eargo of mahogany in logs,shipped on board 
the ameriean sehooner "M.L.Bonnell",for New York from 
Gibara on the 7th May,1892,as eonfirmed by the aecom- 
panying original eertificate signed the 2%th ultimo 
by the eolleetor and eomptroller of the said port; this 
petition being founded on the engagement made by Spain 
in the reeiproeity agreement with the United States, 


and expressed in the following terms: 


"The Government of Spain czives._ the assuranee 
"that,during the existenee of the arrangement, 


"no export or port duty,whether national or 


“provineial, shall be imposed on the artieles 


' 


"or merehandise whieh are exported from Cuba and 
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"Porto Rieo to the United States,and whieh the 


"latter nation admits free of duties". 


In eonformity with said engagement,the Govern- 


ment General of the Island,in view of the faet that 


the tariff ruling in the United States admitted eedar, 
Llignum-vitae, lancewood, ebony, box, granadilla,mahogany, 
rosewood, satinwood, and all forms of eabinet wood,in 
the log,rough or hewn,free of duties,under its artiele 
756,ordered the free exportation of the said woods 
from the ports of this Island to the United States 
from the first of September,189l,as shown by the 
attentive eonmmunications of the Government ceneral 
addressed to this Consulate General,dated respeetively 
the llth of June and 4th of July,1892,copies of whieh 


are herewith aecompanied for the information of Y.E. 


It is manifest,therefore,that this elaim of the 
ameriean owners of this eargo,shipped in May, 189%, and 
for whom Messrs.Reola and Co.,aeted as agents,is elearly 
entitled to the exemptions deelared by the General 
Government in the eommunications above mentioned: and 
in this understanding,I trust that Y.E. will be pleased 
to order the immediate return of the said $514.96 to 


the said agents,Messrs.Reola and Co.,merehants of 


Gibara. 
I am, ete. ete. 
(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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With Despateh No. WZ / 37, 
HAVANA, a i, g 1894. 


of 


Copy, 


Consulado Gentral de 
los Estados Unidos. 
HABANA, Febrero 28 de 1894. 
Exemo.Sr.Intendente General de Haeienda 
de la Isla de Cuba. 
Exemo.Sefor: 
Cumpliendo instrueeiones de mi Gobierno 
ruego a ¥i8. tenga a’ bien ordenar la devolueion 1 los 
Sres.Reola y Ca.,de Gibara,de las eantidades de 
$232.47 y $282.49 haeiendo un total de $514.96, eobrados 
indebidamente por la aduana de aquel puerto,eomo de- 
reehos de exportaeion e impuesto de earga sobre un ear- 
famento de eaoba en trozos embareado en daeho puerto 
para Nueva York por la goleta amerieana "M.L.8onnell* 
en 7 de Mayo de 1892,segun eonsta del adjunto eertifieado 


original firmado en 26 del mes ppdo.por los Sres.Adminis- 


trador y contados Mae la a@duana de Gibara; fundando esta 


ses _— 


petieion en el ecompromiso eontraido por Espafia en el 
eonv@nio dv reeiproelidad eon los Estados Unidos, ex- 


¥. 
presado en los terminos siguientes: 


rh ON ent 2 4 . Bite fa, z 55 line 
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4 
"El Gobie~no de Espafie da la sesuridad de 


/ 
"que mientras dure el arreglo no se impondsa 


| / 
"ningun dereeho de exportaeion eon earaeter 


/ / 4 
“macional o provineial,a los artieulos o mer- 


“eaneias que se exporten desde guba y Puerto 
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© "Rieo 2 los Estados Unidos y que esta naeion ad- 


"mite libres de dereehos. | | 


ic. .>... neil 


De eonformidad eon dieho eonvenio,el Gobierno ‘ 


General de esta Isla,en vista de que el araneel vi- . 
gente en los Estados Unidos admite libre de dereehos 
bajo su artieulo 756 a le madera de eedro,de palo 

santo, de lanza, ¢bano, boj,granadilla, eaoba, palo de rosa, 


de aguila y toda elase de madera de ebanisteria,en 4 


: ‘ 

4 4 
troneos,eortada © sin debastar,deereto la labre ex- 
portaeion de diehas maderas de los puertos de esta 


Isla a los Estados Unidos,y ademas la inmediata devo- 


lueion de los dereehos eobvados sobre las exportadas 

para los Estados Unidos desde el pPramero de Setbre.de \ 
1891,sezun se desprende de las eomunicaeiones del Go- 

bierrio general « este Consulado, feehadas respeseti- 

vamente en 11 de Jumio y 4 d@ Julio de 1892; eopias 


de las euales aeompafio para eonoeimiento de V.E£. 


Es por lo tanto maniféesto que esta reelamaeion 
de los duefos amerieanos del eargamento de refeceneia ; 
embareado en Mayo de 1592,aetuando eomo agentes en 


4s 
el embarque los Sres.Reola y Ca,es aereedora a las exen- 


get POR Ane a iar ee Ne eet ee fhe iy » 
‘ee th BT NBS. FO IE SET EIEN TE: ag DF 2 
ee gee 


eiones sefialadas por el Gobierno General en sus alu- 


didas eomunicaeiones,y en este eoneepto eonfio se ser- 
4 


vira V.Riordenar la inmediata devolusion delos $514.96 


/ 


a los meneionados agentes,Sres.Beola y Ca,eomereiantes 


ne ee ee ree 
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de Gibara. : | | eee | 
Soy de V.E. ete. ete. 

(Firmado) Ramon 0.Williame. os 

Consul General, 


Baelosure No. ‘ | 
5 | With Despateh No, dic 7 | 
| HAVANA, Lh7. 4b, 1894. q 
Copy-translation. | 
General Govermment of the [sland of Cuba. : 
Office of the Secretary General. 
HAVANA, Junell th, 1892. | 
To the Consul Gemeral of the United States, | 
Present. 3 : 
Sirs | 
Under this date the Provincial governor of 
Puerto Principe has been instructed as follows: : 
"In view of the official letter of the Comsul 
"General of the Umited states of the 19th of May 
"last,complaining that the custom house of santa 
"Cruz del Sur eollected export duties om cedar 
"logs shipred to the United States. 
"And considering that the said timber in 
"logs is embraced im paragraph 756 of the tariff 
"at present ruling in those States as am article 
“admitted free of import duties,@md therefore 
"should be exported from this Island free of \ 
| "duties amc impost,as ordered by the Ministry . 
"of the Colonies in telegram of the 15th of Sep- | 
ib "tember of last year, H.&.the Governor general | 
‘ "im accordance with the report of the central | 
"Section of the Treasury pepartment and of the : 
office of general gecretary,has beer pleased to 


"order, that the custom house of Santa Cruz del 
"Sur cease in the exaction of those duties and 
"that all such duties collected since the first 
of September,1891,when the treaty with the 

"United States went into effect be inmediately 
"returned to the parties interested. The pro- 


"ceedings being communicated to you by order of 


"H.E.for your krowledge and for its fulfillmert 


"by the custom house. * 


And by order of H.£.I have the pleasure to trans- 


mit to you copy of the above instruction to the 


Governor of Puerto Principe for your information and 


in reply to your said letter of the 9th of May reproduced 


in that of the 25th of said month. 
God guard you many years. 


(Signed) Pedro Fernandez Miro. 
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Copy. 
General Govermmernt of the Island of Cuba. 
Office of the General Secretary, 
Havana,July 4,1892. 
To the Comsul General of the United States, 


Present. 


In view of your attentive comnunication of the 


24th ultimo,showing that the collector of the port of 


Santa Cruz del Sur has not complied with the resolu- 
tion of this general Government of the 7th of the 

said month by which the Governor of Puerto Principe 
was ordered to stop the exaction of export duties on 


cedar logs shipped to the United states,and to return 


ra 


what had been collected om that account; under date 

of the 30th of the same month the order has been re- 

peated to the said Governor by telegraph,extending the 

exemption to mahogany, lignum-vi tae, lanceyood, ebony, 

box, gramadilla,rose wood, satinwood,and all forms 

of cabinet woods embraced in article 756 of the tariff 

of the United states,with communication of this reso- 

lution to the other provincial governors for its ful- 

fillment by all the custom houses of the Island. 
Accordingly,I have the pleasure to communicate 


the above to you by order of H.&.the governor general 
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in reply to your said communication and to that of the 


25th of the said month in relation to the same affair. 


God guard you many years. 


(Signed) Franeisco yontanals. 
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Translation by Consul General Silliams. 
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From EL BOLETIN COMERCEAL of Havana, Pebruary 28,1894. 


cere eee ee ew Owe = area ae = ae 


THE MIGRATION OF WORKMEN. 


More than two hundred cigarmakers have left 
Havana recently for Key west and Tampa in search of en- 
ployment, having been foreed to this step by the stop- 


page of work in the Havana factories. 


fhe situation of our working classes is frightful. 
Aad the worst of all is that no body takes interest 
in their welfare,neither the heads of the Government 


nor any body else do anything to mitigate their hard- 


ships. 
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sa _ Habana, Febrero 28 de 


_ 


Leemos en el nimero de Z/ Tabaco- 
del 15: Be: 

«Por los vapores americanos que ha- 
cen tres viajes semanales desde “ésté 
puerto al de Tampa, con escala en Cayo 
Hueso, han salido altimamente mas de 
doscientos tabaqueros, con rumbo al | 
Giltimo de los puertos citados, en busca. 

de trabajo. ) 

a gran paralizacién que se experi- 
metita en nuestras fabricas de tabacos, 
obliga los obreros 4 cambiag de do- 
micilio fa marcharse 4 un pais extran- 
jero 4 ejerter sus escepciogales faculta- 
des en una iydustria, gfe solo aqui de- 
biera brindar“gegurjdades 4 los que 4 
ella se dedican. \ : 

Desgraciadamehte, no podrdn las fa- 
bricas de Cayo Huégo y Tampa dar 
ocupaciOn 44o0do el excedente de brazos 
que hoy tehemos, y muchdg tendran que 
seguir Wagando por nuestr@acalles, sin 
esperanza de ganar un mal fegnal por 
espacio de muchos meses. _ 
| _Es espantosa la situacién de nuestras 
} clases trabajadoras. Y lo peor es que{ 
snadie se preocupa de su suerte, ni los 
hombres de gobierno se entretienen si- 

" — en estudiar algo que mitigue ese 

ee Be 

) has obreros que emigran Hevan con- 
sigo un igportante contingente de: 
| influstria, que hasta ayer fué yéstra, 
.| ¥ @ue casi nos “han arrebatadé ya los 
ilidosos ameriCagos. . ~— 
& sin embargo, ni r. Maura aca- 
e resolver ningwho de.¢esos proyec- 
© que en pfrivado se Habla hace} 
tiempp, ni aquf nos disponemos 4 exi- 
girle @lguna solucién que despejé la |. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 
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From EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA of Havana,February 28,1894. 
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THE LAW OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 


The trade between Spain and her American possessions, 
as carried on exclusively in benefit of Spanish commerce, 
was considered sanctioned by the ape of nations, under 
the treaty concluded in 1648 between Spain and the 
seven provinces of Holland,as well as under those 
made with England on the 18th of October,1748,and 5th 
of October, 1750. And the prohibition of all commer- 
cial intercourse with foreign countries reached to 
such an extreme that circular Royal orders were issued 


on the 15th ef April,1784,commanding that no foreign 


vessel should be allowed to enter the ports of Spanish 


America on any pretext whatever,not even under that 


of hospitality,nor even when in danger ef sinking. 


But during the last years of the previous century 


Spain then in war,some times allied with France and 


‘ 


others against her,lost the dominion of the seas, 


and was in want of merchant vessels to attend to the 


necessities of her magnificent colonial empire,and the 
force of these circumstances brought on a change of 


@n6e systom. 


From the 20th of October and 18th November, 
1797, Venezuela and the West India islands were permitted 
to import lawful merchandise both in Spanish and foreign 
vessels from ports of neutral powers. And though a 
Royal order of the 20th of April,1799, revoked that con- 
cession,the Cuban authorities suspended its enforce- 
ment and represented against it: a proceeding that was 
approved by a Royal order of the 8th of January,1801, 
thus opening the ports of Cuba to the commerce to friends 
and neutrals. Afterwards,greater amplitude was given 
to the same franchise in 1805,1L809,1810 and 1812. On 
the 18th of Pebruary,1818, another Royal order vee (ennai 
approving a Regulation of 21 articles in which the me- 
morable Superintendent Ramirez reduced the direct trade 
with foreigners to a system. The Royal Declaration 
communicated to the Consul of Bordeaux on the 4th of 
July,1821 ,was followed by the Decree of the 4th of 
Pebruary, 1822,establishing the rates of duties that 
were to rule in that trade,and another of the 9$th of 
February, 1824, which established the absolute freedom 
of trade, while preserving the prin@iple of preference 


or protection to Spanish vessels. 


stays NP Bei eg 


YO ee eee a ‘ 4 ; : 
: Wp ‘ f \§ rd | Sey " baa By ay’ D : + So i on “4 the Yb at - nf a5, : “ai 
, ‘ ae Pa : i Dg ’ ; r te ie Nas + : "Ee i » 5) ON ae Y ee q Ce ke a be — we ra RA ¥) em)’ } Syrah ae { 
9F Sse eet Pile ate hi oh ig Bs RAR MIG ee Nr Dh aR adie: SOR oa AA ee alee bt ibiaiien aol: uh Rs : 
ee. Cie OA ele ee at he a ree anne ee 2 ah ea eg ee : # 
. ; r eve cas 7 . ai ere sid stdin all on i 2 : bi ‘ 


\ 


“i Be 
4 


in the Decree of the 4th of February, 1822, it was 
provided that the valuation of goods should be made 
according to the practice of the £Island,and the insular 
Government was authorized,to approve and carry out the 
tariff that was then to be formed by the Intendant of 
Havana, subject to the maximum and minimum terms adopted 
for the admission of agricuitural and industrial pro- 
ducts of foreign countries. These terms varied from 
20 to 37’2per centum under foreign flag and one third 
less under the Spanish flag; though they suffered some 
alteration,in a liberal sense, from the Regulation and 
tariff of the 28th of February, 1828. The ordinance 
of Don Jose GAlvezg of 1784 and the several provisions 
adopted for the Island from 1809 to 1828, endear Charles 
the $rd and Perdinand the 7th to the memory of the 


Cubans. 


But already from the year 1534,a very sensible 
change was noticed in the protective tendency of the 
fiscal legislation. The Royal order of the 30th of 
June of that year provided that Spanish flour should 


pay when imported in Spanish bottoms 40 reals vellon 


($2) per barrel and in foreign bottoms120 reals ($6) 
per barrel,and that foreign flour should pay in foreign 
bottom 190 reals ($9.50) and 170 reals ($8.50) in 
Spanish bottoms. Treating of an article of prime ne- 
cessity like wheat flour,the difference between these 


duties was very remarkable,and admitted of no defense, 
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since it is a well ascertained and incontestable fact 


that during this century the Peninsula has not pro- 


duced enough flour to supply its own consumption. hie 


Royal order, therefore,could not produce any other ef- 


fect than that of favoring the smiggler to the injury 
both of the consumer and of the honest merchant: an 


injury that was increased by the retaliatory measues 


adopted by the Congress of the United"States by its 


of the sane date 
famous Act,of the $0th of_June, 1834. 


Bven amidst the fictitious:prosperity which the 
African slave trade,then at its height,gave the Cubans, 


the disastrous results of the restrictive system in 


economic matters were plainly seen. The smuggler, 
"that judicious sevtal reformer* so highly praised 


by the economist Mr.Senior,was enabled to build up a 


fortune in the Zehand,to the injury of honest traders, 
and in detriment of customs revenues; and nume fous 
examples were seen of officials who returned to Spain 
to dilapidate their badly acquired fortunes. therefore, 
the efforts of a few generous spirits to remedy economic 
evils and to better the political situation resulted 


in vaine 


At last the necessity of reform made itself. felt 
in such a manner that on the 25th of November,1865, the 
Minister of the Colonies,Mr.Canovas del Castillo, sub- 
mitted to the Reyal sanction a Decree to authorize the 


opening of an investigation on the following headings: 
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lst as to the suitableness ef special laws for the 


government of the Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico; &nd 


the regulation ef labor and the means of encouraging 
and facilitating immigration; and 8rd the conveniene of 
negetiating treaties of commerce and navigation for 
them with foreign aaticne, Liheice Sait alterations 


would be necessary in their tariffs and in their custom 


houses in order to carry such treaties into effect. 


This investigation provided,with ether persons, 


fer the hearing of twenty two commissioners that were to 


be elected by the City Councils ef Cuba and Perte Rico, 
and twenty two other individuals to have been designated 
by the Minister from among persons who had resided 

four years in these islands,or fromthose whom by their 
knowledge,as prefessors or from having been public 
functionaries could be best acquainted with these sub- 
jeetse Of course,in political and social ant tows. 

it was not possible to obtain a common agreement from 
informants ef opposed epinions. But in everything 


pertaining te economic matters there was a remarkable 


and commendable unanimity. 


All umanimously favored the absolute suppression 


ef the custom houses, whose revenues were to be sub- 


stituted by a moderate direct tax on property, industries 


and trade; about which the informants entered into 


minute details and furnished well founded data 
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Gy Justification ef their conclusions, 


Alse,en replying to certain questions ef the 
interrogatory,the informants among ether things an- 
swered: 


"The customs tariffs,to be less onereus 


"or more tolerable, should be based on this prin- 


"ciple; namely: moderate duties on articles of 
"general consumption, but none on,.these constituting 
"the main subsistence of the peor class. Ameng 
"these nations in which the framing of tariffs 

"has reached the greatest perfection,articles ef 
"prime necessity and raw materials for manu-~ 
"factures have been placed on the free list; and 
"in the most perfect tariff of all,that ef 
"Sngland, duties have been reduced with that view 
"to a number of selected articles. The re- 
"formation ef the tariff,therefere,if it is to 
"produce advantageeus resulits,must be made in the 
"understanding that at first its products will be 
“diminished, because of the absence in those {slandsg 
“ef the principal base ef a perfect tariff: that 
"is,a large mass of contributors,outside of the 
“working classes,whose consumption ef articles 
"moderately dutied fer avoiding the sudden rise 
"of prices,afford bounteous revenues to the 


"Treasury. The legislater should net vacilate in 
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"reducing the rates of the tariff, because according 


"to commercial arithmetic 4 minus 2 does not equal 


"2 but 5 or 6 or more, and this is a principle 

"that experience has elevated te the condition ef 
"an axiem. The truth mast alse be held in vieg 
"that the greater the reductioms in the tariff the 
"less will be the opportunities given by high duties 
"to the contraband trade for the abserbtion ef se 
"large part of the customs revenues which in the 
"sland of Cuba,has been proved to be not less than 
"40 per centum. From these reasons the informants 
"conclude by praying the Gevernment of H.M.,that 
"if the suppression of the custom houses was net 
"absolutely possible,that the tariff might be re- 
"duced in accordance with the following sound prin- 
"ciples: that is,large reduction of duties, exemption 
“of articles of prime necessity,machinery, utensils 
"and tools for agriculture,with the placing on the 
"free list ef all articles which from their high 
"rates of duty produce only complications and dif- 


"ficulties te trade,without rendering any benefit 


"to the Treasury. * 


The result of this investigation was the issue 
of the Royal Decree of the 12th of February, 1867,ig- 
nering entirely the questions of political rights and 
the abolition of slavery, anil establishing,in relation 


to these of an economic nature,a direct tax on property, 
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imdustry and commerce. The custom houses were not sup- 


pressed,and although some alteration was introduced in 
the tariff system,it there stopped with the purpose of 
granting further on an exaggerated protection to the 


products of the Peninsula. 


When came the tariff of 1870, which, though inspired 
always by the school of Protection,had for its purpose 
the raising of large revenues,not in favor of the 
treasury as before,but to be able to face the expenses 
of a lamentable civil war. The venality of officials 
found e powerful incentive in the structure and in the 


exactions of the protective system. In 1885,Mr.Moret 


impeached it so roughly in the Cortes,and ridiculed it 
in such a manner,that Mr.Francisco de los Santes Guz- 
man had to remind him that the same Mr.Moret,ase Colenial 


Minister,had approved that same tariff. But Mr.Moret 


replied that he had done so against his ‘uhennent.0t 
the repeated requests of the Cuban authorities,and in 
the fulfillment of a duty imposed by patriotism; but 
that the Cuban war having ceased, the time had come to 
correct errors. If some day the opportunity presents 
itself to us to compare that work authorized by Mr. 
Moret with that of Mr.Romero Robledo,perhaps we will be 
able to show that the tariff of 1870,though had, very 
bad,is preferable to that ef Mr.Romero Robledo, the 
CONSTITUTIONAL UNION deputy,and honor and praise of 


that partys 


And here we finésh our narrative of the fiscal 


{ 


legislation ruling up to the adoption of the law 


of Commercini Relations of 1882. n another article 


we will enter into the examination and appreciation 


of the provisions of this lav. 
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Diario de Ta Marina. : 
MIERCULES 28 °F FEBRERO DE 1804. 


TA LBY DE RELACIONES 


COMERCLALES. 


El trafico exclusivo de Indias en be- 
neficio del comercio espafiol se conside- 
raba como un principio sancionado por 
el derecho de gentes, desde el tratado 
concinido en 1648 entre Espafia y las | 
siete provincias de Holanda hasta los | 
eelebrados con Inglaterra en 18 de oc- 
tubre de 1748 y en 5 de octubre de 1750. 
Y lw prohibicién de todo trato con el 
extranjero habia llegado hasta el pun- 
to de que en R. O, Cireulares de 20 de 
enero y 15 de abril de 1784 se previno 
que ningfin buque extranjero fuese ad- 
mitideen estos puertos por pretexto 
alguno, ni ain el de hospitalidad, ni 
aGu alegando el temor de irse 4 pique. 

Pero en los fitimos afios del” siglo 
anterior Espafia estaba en guerra, unas 
veces con Francia y ottas contra Fran- 

_¢ia, habfa perdido el dominio de los ma- 
res, carccia de marina meércante para 
atender 4 Jas necesidades de su magni- 
fico imperio colonial, y la fuerza irre- 
sistible de las cireunstancias trajo con- 
sigo un cambio de sistema. Desde 20 
de octubre y 18 de noviembre de 1797, 
se permitié 4 Venezuela y 4 las Anti- 
lias recibir efectos no prohibidos sen 
buques nacionales 6 extranjeros proce- | 
dentes de puertes de las potencias neu- | 
trales. Y aunque una BR. O. de 20 de: 
abril de 1799 revocé aquella concesién, 
jas Autoridades de Ouba suspendieron 
el cumplimiento de esta tltima disposi- | 
oidn y representaron contra ella: pro- 
cedimiento que fué aprobado en R. O. 
de& de enero de 1801, abriendo ya con 
legal franqueza los cinerbon cubanos al 
comercio de amigos y neutrales. Poste-. 
riormente se acord6é mayor amplitud 4: 
esa franquicia en los afios de 1805, 
1809, 1810 y 1812. En 18 de febrero de 
1818 se expidié otra R. O. aprobando 
un Reglamento de 21 artienlos en que | 
el memorabie Superintendente Ramirez. 
redujo 4 sistema el comercio directo eon 
los extranjeros. Siguiéronse la Real De- 
claratoria comunicada al Odnsul de 
Burdeos en 4 de julio de 1821; el Decre- 
to de 4 de febrero de 1822 establecien- | 
do bases para los aforos que habian de 
regir en ese comercio libre, y otro De-| 
oreto de 0 do ioe do 16% ee 


bana con sujeci6n 4 los. términos m4xi- 
mo y mfnimo que se sefialaban para la 
admisién de los géneros de Ia agricul: 
tura 6 industria extranjera. Estos tér- 
minos variaban del 20 al 374 pS en 
bandera extranjera y un tercio menos 
en la nacional; si bien sufrieron algu- 
na alteracién, ex sentido liberal, por el 
Reglamento fe ‘e] arancel de 21 de fe- 
brero de 1828.. La Ordenanza de D. Jo: 
sé de Galvez de 1784 y las diferentes 
disposiciones dictadas para la Isla des-. 
de 1809 hasta 1828 hacen grata? para 
los cnbanos la memoria de Carlos III y | 
de Fernando VIL. 

Pero ya dosde 1834 empezé 4 notarse 
nn cambio may sensible en la tenden- 
cia proteccionista de la legislacién fis- 
cal. Law Real Orden de 30 de junio de 
ese allo prevonia que las harinas espa-' 
fiolas pagasén en bandera espafiola 40 | 
reales de vellén por barril y en bandera | 
extranjera 120 reales por barril, y que 
las harinas extranjeras adendasen en 
bandera extranjera 190 reales por barril, 
y en buque espafiol 170 reales. Tratan- | 
dose de un articalo de primera necesidad 
como la harina, la diferencia era muy 
notable entre los unos y los otros dere- 
chos, y no admitia género alguno de 
defensa, supuesto que esté averiguado 
de uns manera incontrovertible que en 
este siglo jam4s ja Pentnsula ha produ- 
cido harina bastante para su propio: 
consumo. Esta altima Real Orden no: 
podia, pues, producir més efecto que: 
favorecer el fraude en perjuicio del con- | 
sumidor y del comerciante de buena fe: | 
perjuicio que se aumenté con las medi- 
das de represalias adoptadas por. el) 
Congreso de Jos Estados-Unidos en su 
célebre Acta de la propia fecha de 30 de | 
Junio de 1834. 

Ain en medio de la prosperidad fic. 
ticia que la trata de Africa, entonces en 
todo su apogee, daba 4 la sociedad cu- 
bana, pudieron ‘sefialarre desde Inege 
los resultades desastrosos del sistema 
restrictivo en el orden econdmico. El; 
contrabando, “ese juicioso reformador | 
social” de quien el economista Senior 
hizo tan esforzada apologta, vino 4 crear 
algunas fortunas equi en la Isla, con 
perjuicio del comercio de buena fe, y en 
detrimento de la renta de Aduanas; y'! 
se vieron numeroros ejemplos de em-} 
pleados que regresaban 4 Ja Peninsula 
4 dilapidar alli riquezas malamente ad. 
guiridas, : 

Vanos fceron por lo pronto los: es: 
faerzos intentados por algunos 4nimos 
generosus para remediar los males eco 
némicos y y hasta para mejorar la situa: | 


gee pete 3 
“eS 


un Real Decreto que le ra Re vt 
| abrir inibeaede: 1° sobre las bases de 
las leyes especiales: 2° sobre ia regla- 
mentacién del trabajo y los medios de 
facilitar la inmigracién; y 3° sobre tra- 
tados de navegacién y de comercio con 
otras naciones y reformas que para lle- 
varlos 4 cabo debieran hacerse en el 
sistema arancelario, y en el régimen de 
las aduanas de las dos Antillas Ss 
En lainformacién habian de ser oi- 

dos, entre otras personas; veinte y dos 
comisionados elegidos por los ayunta- 
mientos 6 Oorporaciones Maunicipales 
de las Islas de Cuba y Puerto-Rico y 
otros veinte y dos individuos designa- 
dos por el Ministro entre los que hubie- 
‘sen residido durante cuatro afios en las 
Antillas 6 los que por sus conocimien. 
tos, como por sus profesiones 6 por ha- 
ber sido fancionarios pablicos pudiesen 
conocer mejor esos asuntos. Olaroés — 
que en lo referente 4 las cuestiones po- 
‘lica y social, no podia Jograrse comin 
acuerdo entre los informantes de la una 
y de la otra procedencia. Pero es cosa 
i muy notable y hasta plausible que en 
todo lo referente 4 la cuesti6n econdmi- 
‘ca hubiese en los unos y en los otros 
‘completa conformidad de pareceres. 
Todos unanimente opinaron en favor 
‘de la supresioOn absolutade las Adua- } 
nas, cuyos rendimientos habrian de 8u- 
plirse con un médico impuesto directo 
‘sobre la propiedad, la industria y ¢! 
‘comercio; acerca de lo cual los infor- : 
mantes entraron en minuciosos detalles: 
y suministraron datos atendibles para’ 
|justificar sus conclusiones. _ | 
Empero en la necesidad de dar con- | 
‘testacién & determinadas preguntas 
del interrogatorio, los informantes en- 
. tre otras cosas dijeron: 


: “Los aranceles de Adnana, para ser 
| menos fanestos 6 tolerables, deben es: 
tar fundados en un principio; 4 saber: | 
derechos médicos sobre articulos de 
' general consumo, pero sin que sean’ 
de aquellos objetos que constituyen el 
‘sostenimiento de la clase pobre. En 
| las naciones en que los aranceles han 
alcanzado mayor perfeccién se han de-| 
jado libres de todo impuesto los ar- | 
‘ieaies de primera necesidad y las pri- 
}meras materias de fabricacién; y enel 
mas perfecto de todos que esel de In-| 
glaterra se han reducido las imposicio- 
‘nes 4 un namero de articulos escogidos 
para conseguir aquel objeto primordial. 
‘La reforma, pues, de los aranceles, si 
ha de producir resultados ventajosos, 
'@8 necesario que se verifique con el 
previo conyencimiento de que han de 
resentirse algo sus prodactes, porque 
falta en las islas el ioe elemento 
[ de un arancel per ecto 
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: jas en el tanto de iss tarifas, porque i. 
aritmética econémica 4—2 no son dos si- 
005 666misy este es un principio que: 
ta experiencia ha elevado 4 la catego- 
deaxioma. También hay que contar 
“al hacer las rebajas arancelarias, que 
cuanto mayores son éstas mAs se dis- 
minuye el contrabando que absorve en 
las tarifas altas una parte tan conside- 
rable que on la Isla de Cuba se ha de- 
mostrado que no baja del 40p.e. Por] 
todas estas: consideraciones concluyen 
tos informantes rogando al Gobierno 
de 8. M. que si no faese absolutamente 
‘imposible la supresién de las Aduanas 
se proceda 4 la réforma de los arance- 
las con arreglo 4 los buenos principios 
que son: gran rebaja en los derechos, 
exencién para los articulos de primera 
necesidad, maquinas, tiles y herra- 
mientas para la agricultura, y desapa- 
| ricién de todos los articuics gue no 
»roduciendo por su esceso rendimiento | 
atilidad al Tesore complican y dificul- | 
tan los despachos con gravisimo dafio | 
del comercio.” 

Kl resultado de la informacién faé 
el R. D. de 12 de febrero de 1867 en e! 
que se prescindié en absoluto de lo re. 
ferente & las cuestiones politicas y so 
clales, y en lo relativo 4 la econdémica, 
se establecié el impnesto directo sobre 
la propiedad, la industria y el comercio. 
No se suprimieron las Aduanas y aun- 
yne seintrodujo alguna alteracién en 
el sistema arancelario, lo dejé sometido 
al propdsito de otorgar proteccién exa- 
yerada 4 los productos pepinsulares. 

Vino después e! arancel de 1870, que 
odedeciendo siempre &la escuela pro- 
tsecionista se inspiré 4 si mismo en la 
idea de precurar muy cuantioses ingre- 
308, no ya en proveeho del tesoro na- 
sional como antes, sino para hacer fren. 
te & los dispendios de una guerra fa- | 
nesta. La inmoralidad encontré un 
poderoso inceutivo en ia estractura y 
en las exacciones de ese régimen aran- 
eelario, Ea 1880 D. Segismuaudo Mo- 
‘ret y Prendergest lo impugnoé tan ru- 
| damente en el Oongreeo de los Diputa- 
dos, y de tal manera lo ridiculizaba, que 

_D. Francisco de los Santos Guzm4n ha- 
|bo de recordarle gue el mismo Sr. Mo- 
ret, come Minjstro de Ultramar, hah hahia. 


1 Ordinal Ie el ~ emai -— de msi 


oimantite su aprobacién al arancel. El 

Se. Moret contest6 que lo hizo contra. 
su propio criterio, 4 »ropuesta reitera- 
jdadelas autoridades de Ouba, y en 
‘cumplimiento de un deber que el pa- 
| triotismo le impuso; pero que habiendo 
cesado ya la guerra, era tiempo de sub. 
sanar esos errores. Y sin embargo de 
| todo esto, si algéin dia se nos presenta 


Sr. Romero ° Robledo, ne ig podremos 
demostrar que el arancel de 1870, sien- 

do malo, muy malo, es preferible ‘al del 
Sr. Romero Robledo, diputado de U- 
nién Constitucional, y honra y pres de 
ese partido. 

| Yaqui ponemos punto al auaio de 
a legislacién fiscal anterior 4 la ley de 
‘Relaciones Gomerciales. Ouando en 
_préximo articulo entremos en el exa- 

: men de las disposiciones de ésta, es pro- 
‘bable que La Union siya antes no lo 
ha advertido, comprenda que los datos 
‘consignades por nosotros sobre esta 
| materia, sugiéren apreciaciones impor- 
/tantes para estimar los errores de esa 
ley. 
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With Despatch No. 21445 
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Copy. 


U.S.Consgulate General. 


HAVANA,March 6,1894. 


To His Excellency the Governor General 
of the Island of Cuba. 

Excellency: 

In continuation of my communications of the 
28th of March,1890 and 17th of March, 1893, addressed 
to Y.£.in relation to the two fines aggregating 
$850,alleged to have been incurred by the american 
steamers “Tappahannok*and *Margaret*® in this port 
in the year 1875,now nineteen years ago,and in view of 
the attentive note of the Secretary General of the 17th 
of May last,informing this office that by order of Y.E. 
the attachment for collection of said amount placed 
on 600 bags of fldur of Messrs.Lawton Brothers had 
been raised,and the subject referred in consultation 
to the Council of Administration,I have,again,in com- 
pliance with instructions of my Government,to crave 
the attention and consideration of Y.B.to this affair; 
because of the persistence of the Section of Arrears, 


regardless of the opinion of the Council of Administra- 


tion,to collect this amount from Messrs.Lawton Brothers, 


who only as agents, entered and cleared these steamers 


20 
in the said year 1875,o0n payment to the custom house 
of all tonnage,port dues and other charges,as vouched 


by custom house receipt ofifile in their office. 


I am also directed to call the attention of Y.&. 
to ne last paragraph of article 145 of the customs 
| regulations of this Island then ruling,according to 
which the right of the custom house to reclaim against 
these steamers for errors in the calculations of amounts 
was confined to five years; which right therefore has 
expired by limitation. And,furthermore,as this claim 
directly concerns the interests of the absent american 
owners, their assigns or perhaps heirs,should the 
owners have died in the meantime,I have to manifest to 
Y.-E.that the Government of the United States considers 
the procedure adopted by the Collector of Arrears, 
involving as it does the condemnation and thesale of 
property at public auction for account of absent ameri- 
can citizens,without recourse to any court of ordinary 
jurisdiction,without hearing those absent american 
citizens through their attorneys at law,without the 
order of any judge,and solely at the command of a 
ministerial officer,is not in accordance with the letter 
and the spirit of articles 7 and 20 of the treaty of 


the 27th of October,1795,under which such cases occurring 


in the United States agsinst Spanish subjects, and in 


the dominions of Spain against American citizens, are 
reserved to the courts of justice of each Nation, 


respectively. 


% 
; | Se 


At this point I must also manifest to Y.E. the 


fact that mutatis mutandis, were this claim brought 
against a spanish vessel by a customs official of a 
port of the United States,the spanish master or owner 
would likewise be enabled to plead the expiration of 
such right by Section 1046 of the Matted Stmhexs 
Revised Statutes there ruling,which limits the exercise 
of such process, like article 145 of the Cuban customs 
regulations,to five years. Therefore,a custom 
official of the United States who would persist in 
pressing a similar claim would do so solely before the 
courts of ordincary jurisdiction of the United States, 
the duty of the collectors requiring them only to report 
the facts and reasons,upon which they found the 

charge of violatign of law,to the district attorney 
for prosecution of the party accused,before the proper 
aut of the district in which the offence may have 


taken placeée 


Besides, Excellency,I mustalso cite in behalf of 
my petition the highly important fact, the consideration 
of which I cannot less than earnestly commend to the 
attention of Y.£E.,that by the operationof the present 
reciprocity treaty between Spain and the United States, 
abrogating the retaliatory measure:of ten per centum 
additional import duty imposed by the legislation of 
the United States,on all cargoes carried into their 
ports from Cuba and Porto Rico,in Spanish vessels, the 


letter succeeded after an interregnum of Pifty years, 
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4. 
from 1834 to 1884,in being placed on an equality with 
the vessels of other nations having treaties of com- 
merece with the United States,in the matter of: the 
correction of clerical errors in manifests by post 
entry,to the provisions of Section 2887 of the Revised 
Statutes and of the law of Congress of the 8th of. 
February,1881; and under these wise provisions, demanded 
alike by justice and the rights of commerce,I am afforded 
the opportunity of informing Y.8.of forty four spanish 
vessels that have corrected their manifests in the 
port of New York at the trivial cost of $2 each for 
the correction and completion of their custom house 


documentse 


In conclusion,the only aspirations of my Government 
in this matter,are that the owners of these american 
vessels upon whom this damage ultimately falls,be 
treated with the same justice and benevolence afforded, 
under similar cire:mstances,to spanish vessels in the 
ports of the United States,and in this sense; I beg 


Y.8.will be pleased to order? 


First: that the Collector of Arrears be instructed 


to stop this irregular procedure against theagents 


of the absent american owners,their assigns or heirs, 


of said steamers "Tappahannok® and *Margaret*. 


Second: that the said Collector of Arrears be 


instructed,if he believes the Government of Spain 
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5. 
still has the right to allege this claim against these 
steamers,notwithstanding the precept of article 145 
of the customs regulations of this Island,to resort 
to legal process by reportinz the case to H.M.'‘s 
attorney for prosecution before a competent court 
under the conditions specified by article 7 of the 


treaty of 1795. 


Third: should the two preceding petitions be re- 
jeeted; then,that Y.E.have the goodness to inform 
me of the reasons of their rejection that I may be 
enabled to communicate them to my Government. 


I am, etc. etc. 


(Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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Copy. 


Consulado General de 
los Estados Unidos. 


HABANA,Marzo 6 dé 1894. 
Excmo.Sr.Gobernador General de esta Isla. 


Excmo.Sefior: 

Con referencia » ti comunicaciones que con 
fecha 28 de Marzo de 1890 y 17 de Marzo de 1893,tuve el 
honor de dirigir a ese Gobierno Genéral relativas a dos 
multas ascendentes . $850 que se alegan haber incurrido 
los vapores americanos "Tappahannok" y “*Margaret® en 
este puerto en el afio de 1875,0 sea hace diez y neve 
afios; y en vista de una atenta nota del Sr.Secretario 
General de 17 de Mayo ultimo, informando a esta oficina 
que de orden de V.£.se habia levantado el embargo im- 


puesto sobre 600 sacos de harina de los Sres.Lawton 


f 
Hermanos para el cobro de dicha suma,sometisndose el 


caso a la vez al Consejo de Administracion,tengo que 
solicitar de nuevo,cumplisndo instrucciones de mi 
Gobierno,la atencion y consideracion de V.E.8 este 
asunto; en virtud de la insistencia de la Seecion de 
Atrasos én cobrar esta suma a los Sres.Lawton Hermanos, 


haciendo caso omiso del parecer del Consejo de Admon., 
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el hecho de que actuando estos Sres.solo como agentes, 


entraron y despacharon estos vapores en el citado afio 
de 1875, previo pago de los derechos de tonelada,de 
puerto y demas gastos de aduana,segun consta del corres- 


pondiente recibo de esta aduana que obra en su poder. 


Se me imatruye ademas llame la atencion de V.£. 
f 
al ultimo inciso del articulo 145 de las Ordenanzas 
de aduanas de esta Isla entonces vigente,en el que se 


A 
concreta a cinco afios el derecho de la aduana para re- 


vA 
clamar contra estos vapores por errores de caliculo, 


habiendo por tanto prescrito este derecho. Ademas,como 
esta reclamasion concierne directamente a los duéfios 
ausentes de estos vapores,sus cesionarios o tal vez 
sus herederos,caso de haber fallecido aquellos en este 
intervalo,me permito manifestar a V.E.que el Gobierno 
de jos Estados Unidos considera que el procedimiento 
iniciado por la seccion de Atrasos,comprendiagndo la 
condenacion y venta en subasta publica de propiedades 
por cuenta de ciudadanos americanos ausentes sin re- 

/ 


currir a ningun tribunal de jurisdiccion ordinaria, 


sin oir la defensa de estos ciudadanos o de sus re- 


presentantes,sin orden de juez,y solo en virtud de man- 
dato de un funcionario administrativo,no esta de acuerdo 
con la letra y Pee ee te de los articulos 7 y 20 del 
tratado de 27 de Octubre de 1795,bajo los ousles los 
casos gue ocurren en los Estados Unidos contra subditog 


espafioles,y en los dominios de Espafia contra ciudadanos 


Se 
americanos, quedan reservados a los tribdbunales de jus- 


ticia de la Nacion respectiva. 


Asimismo debo manifestar a V.£. que si mutatis 
mutandis se presentase esta reclamacion contra un 
buque espafiol por un funcionario de aduana de cualquier 
puerto de los Estados Unidos,el capitan espafiol o‘el 
duefio tambien poaviws alegar la prescripcion de tal 
derecho conforme a la Seccion 2046%de los Estatutos 
Revisados de los Estados Unidos,que limita a cinco 
afios la accion del aludido procedimiento,al igual que 
el articulo 145 de las propias Ordenanzas de esta 
Isla. Por lo tanto,el funcionario de aduana de los 
Estados Unidos que insistiese en gestionar una reclama- 
cion semejante contra subditos espafioles lo haria solo 
ante los tribunales de la jurisdiccion ordinaria de los 
Estados Unidos,dando cuenta de los hechos y razones 
en que fundare la acusacion de violacion de la ley al 
fiseal para proceder contra los acusados ante tribunal 


competente del distrito en que se hubiese cometido la 


falta. 


Ademas , Exemo.Sefior, tengo que citar en apoyo de mi 
peticion el hecho altamente importante, cuya cons ideracion 
no puedo menos de enecomendar encarecidamente a la aten- 
cion de V.&.,que en virtud del presente convenio de 
reciprocidad entre Espafia y los ebeitik Vik dea ebconent 


las represalias del derecho adicional de diez por 


ciento impuesto por la legislacion de los Retados Uni- 


dos,sobre cargamentos introducidos en sus puertos pro- 
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Be 
cedentes de Cuba y Puerto Rico,por buques espafioles, 


sucedieron estos,por consecuencia, despues del interregno 


, 
de cincuenta afios,desde 1834 a 1884,en ser puestos en 


los puertos de los Estados Unidos, bajo 61 mismo pie ‘ae 
igualdad que los buques de ‘las Otras naciones teniendo 
tratados de comercio con los Estados Unidos,en la ma- 
teria de poder corregir las equivocaciones en los mani- 
fiestos mediante aclaraciones y adic iones rf di ches, do- 
cumentos en virtud de la autorigacion otorgada para 
ello por la Seeccion 2887 de los Estatutos Revisados 

de los Estados Unidos y de la ley del primero de Fe- 
brero de 1881; y bajo cuyas justas y sabias disposi- 
ciones se han valido solo en el puerto de Nueva York, 
desde el afio de 1884 en que fue celebrado el tratado 


de reciprocidad,el numero de 44 buques espafioles al 


costo de $2 cada uno. 


A 


En resumen, lo unico a que aspira mi Gobierno en 
este asunto es que sean tratados los duefios de estos 
vapores americanos sobre quienes recae en ultimo grado 
el perjuicio,con igual justicia y benevolencia que se 
Gispensa en semejantes circunstancias a los buques es- 
panioles en los puertoSde los Estados Unidos,y en este 


sentido; ruego a V.£E.se sirva: 


Primero: que se instruya al Sr.Admor.de la Seccion 
|  Saae | 
de Atrasos a fin de que cese este procedimiento irre- 
gular contra los Sres.lawton Hermanos,agentes de los 


ciuda@anos americanos ausentes,sus cesionarios ° sus 


Se 


garet", 


Segundo: que se instruya a dicho Sr.Admor.de 
Atrasos,si es que cree que aun tiene el Gobierno de 


Espafia derecho a’ alegar esta reclamacion contra estos 


vapores,apesar de los preceptuado en el articulo 145 
de las Ordénanzas de Aduanas de esta Isla, que acuda a 


los procedimientos legales dando cuenta del caso al 


/ 
Sr.Fiscal de S.M.epara sus tramites ante tribunal compe- 


tente bajo las estipulaciones del articulo 7 del tra- 


tado de 1795. 


Tercero: easo de rechazarse las dos peticiones 


x 


anteriores; entones ruego a V.E.tenga la bondad de 


mandar esponerme las razones en que se funde a fin de 


A 
poder comunicarlas a mi Gobierno. 


Aprovecho la oportunidad etc. 
Signed) Ramon 0.Williams, 


Consul General. 
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HAVANA,March lst,1894. 
Ramon 0.Williams, Esq. 


United States Consul General at Havana, Cuba. 


We beg to inform you that on Tuesday last an 
executor of dive custom house called at our affice 
accompanied by the “Alcalde de Barrio® and an armed 
policeman, and notified us that if the fines of $850 
imposed upon the captains of the american steamers 
"Tappahannok*® and “Margaret*,to our consignment,nine- 
teen years ago,anc the sur-charges thereon are not 
paid within ten days,the Collector of Arrears would 
proceed against us for collection. 

The Collector of Arrears had 600 sacks of 
american flour of our property embargoed in March, 
1893, for our refusing the payment of the above 
mentioned filmes and chargeiwt,and we then submitted the 
case to you,the embargo having been taken off on the 
Srd of April,by order of H.&.the Captain General of 


the Island,who,we understand,sent the case to the 


“Consejo de Administracion® for information, and with 


its decision the Captain General decided in our favor. 


These decisions are not attached to the expediente 


formed by the custom house or the Treasury pepartment, 
and we respectfully beg that you address the Captain 
general representing the case to him,and asking him 
to dictate the necessary steps to put an end to this 
Gisagreeable affair. 


We also beg to mention that according to the 


last paragraph of article 145 of the*Ordenanzas Generales 


de ,duanas* of 18890,in force up to the year 1892, the 


right for claims by the Treasury D@partment expired 
after five years. 
We are, yours respéctfully, 


(Signed) Lawton Brothers, 
pp-eLuis P.Malo. 
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Translation by Consul General Williams. 


enw ee ere mee Ce eee ee He eee 


From EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA of Havana,March 


ae eecee new aQee eee ee = & 


THE LAW OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 


The project of the establishment of a coastwise 
trade between the Mother-Country and-her West Indian 
suger Colonies sprung from the sentiment ef a generous 
and pure patriotism. It was fostered by a distinguished 
merchant of Havana,who had become invested with the robe 
of aust te Gaetan. But the formulation of cue tae 
had scarcely been presented to the attention of the 
Goverment,when it at once met with difficulties, and 
began to excite conflicts. This brought on the minis- 
terial crisis of pecember,1879. And when later on 
by the laws of the 30th of June and 20th of July,1882, 
the present system of commercial relations between the 
Mother-Country and her sugar Colonies was adopted, upon 


the underlying prinsiple of un-reciprocal protection, 


tobacco having been excluded from any concession, the 


ens 
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results,at the end of more than eleven years,have de- 


| 


monstrated conclusively that this system of commercial 


relations between the Mother-Count ry and her sugar 
Colonies,is not founded on the necessities of a mutual 


convenience. 


Experience has also come to show,as an incontestable 
truth, that these effects might have been foreseen from 
the first,and were unheeded by clear minded men only 
from the natural and patriotic desire to tighten more 


and more the bonds of bretherly love between men of 


the same race but inhabiting different hemispheres. 


The truth is that it is not possible to establish 
a real and effective coastwise trade between distant 
countries not commercially connected,where each has a 
separate and distinct mode of sete ent between which 
there is an entire absence of economic interdependence, 


as well direct,as indirect,through the commercial 
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relations of each with foreign countries. There can, 
and there certainly ought to be,between the ports of 
Spain and this Island,an extensive traffic founded on 
mutual convenience,on economic reasons,on notions of 


equality and justice,on the political necessity (sic) 


PEPER LY SAA CLES TESTER ET ESOS ES 


overhanging each party to help in the development 


of our national activities anG commoneweal. 


But really under such circumstances a coastwise 


trade is impossibils. 


Se 


On this point our Chamber of Commerce has reported 


the following remarkable straight forwardness? 


"The Chamber believes that a coastwise trade 
"between Spain and Cuba is just and ought to be 
"aspired to,but must be founded on principles har- 
"monizing within themselves,with complete elimina- 


"tion of all the present discordances growing 


"out of the different modes of economic being of 
"the Metropolis and these Colonies,and whose re- 
"moval is justified alike by reason and patriotism. 
"The Chamber believes that a coastwise traffic 
“will net only be convenient,but imperiously ne- 
"“sessary the day when the deficit of the island's 


"budget is not to be made up solely from its own 


"“resources,but balanced by those of the whole 


“Nation; the day in which there is one sele Na- 
"tional Treasury,and one sole Pariff,without. any 
"more difference than that exacted by justifjable 
“causes, treating foreign nations alike in their 
"exporting trade to the Peninsula and to the 
"Island; for only then,on changing the whole 
"conjunction of our economic relations with the 
"Metropolis,will they have practital application 


"on the bases of reality,principle,doctrine and 


oa i. — 
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“aspirations of equality; but so long as there is 
"an inequality of conditions, disallcwing foreign 


"countries to send their merchandise into Cuba 


"on the same terms on which they are admitted inte 


4. 


"Spain,because of the duality and enormous dis- 


"proportion in the tariffs,it will be necessary 


“on our partsto guard against the dangers of a 
"coastwise traffic which by itself alone, would 
"be a fertile source of economic disturbances, 
"the kind mest te be feared,not only from metives 


“of legitimate interest,but from patriotism itself. 


Again,the Colonial Minister who drafted the bill 
of commercial relations of the 20th of July, 1882, ex- 
plained in its preamble that: 
"It would be desirable that the present 
"order of commercial relations in both Islands should 


*® be transformed in subordination solely to the 


x 


"peculiar necessities and convenience of each one, 


"as advised by well demonstrated scientific prin- 


"ciples; but international commerce does not yet 
"abide by these principles; but enly by those 

"of compensation and of reciprocity guaranteed 

"by means of special treaties. With the present 
"law the difficulties that prevented their negotia- 
"tion will be removed,the moment will have arrived 
"for the conclusion of those that are so imperiously 


"needed for the prosperity of the Spanish West 


"Indies. Under the necessity of net lessening 
"the public revenues,the tariff duties are main- 
"tained,without prejudice to the periodic changes 


"in the valuations of foreign merchandise in 
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"Spanish bettoms as intermediary and most adequate 


"to the rentistic circumstances of those provinces*. 


But the Colonial Minister did net foresee the 
dangers of this coastwise traffic,nor the instability 
of the concessions apparently made in favor of our 
West Indian products; but he acknowledged that the ne- 
cessities and the convenience of these Islands demanded 
that their commercial relations with other countries (!) 
should adjust themselves to well demonstrated scientific 
principles; and offered to negotiate commereial 
treaties on the principles of compensation and of reci- 
procity; and if he continued the same tariff duties, 
on the other hand he said that the rates of valuation 
would be periodically changed. This amounted to as 
much as admitting the adoption of a coastwise trade 
between the sugar Colonies and — Peninsula compelled, 
as a compensation,the negotiation of reciprocity treaties 
with foreign countries for them; the relations of 
these Colonies having finally te accomodate themselves 
to their commercial necessities; and that if he had 
retained the duties in the bill,it was as a provisional 
measure only,and with subjection te their periodic 


changes of rates. 


It is not necessaryto say that the treaty with the 
United States,which may now terminate and which was 
negotiated nine years after the adoption ef the law 


of Commercial Relations,was the work ef hurry and of 


6. 
necessity. The rectifications of values has not taken 
place. The tariff duties have been increased in an 


onerous manner. And lastly,the concessions granted 


to the products of Cuba and Perto Rico, which never 


extended to tobacco have resulted illusory. Indeed, 
coastwise trade between these two Islands and Spain, 


in our opinion,is an utopia. 


By the law of the 30th of June, 1882,it was declared 
that the products of Cuba,Porte Rico and the Philli- 
pine [slands,should be admitted free of duties in the 
Peninsula,with the exception of tobacco which would 
remain subject to the present exceptional legislation, 
and of rum, sugar, cacao,chocolate and coffee,which would 
pay fixed duties,with the annual reduction by tenth 
parts until their total extinguishment should take place 
in 1892. But the part of the law favoring theproducts 
of Cuba and porto Rico was never carried out, to the 
contrary the duties on them were not only left standing, 
but were actually increased; beeause of the financial 
needs of the Mother-Country; and the instigations of 
the protectionists there,who undsgr the plea of obtaining 
protection of the national industry in the Peninsula, 
even in branches that are impracticable,began to forget 
that Cuba and Porto Rice,are spanish countries, are 
integral parts of Spain,and have as much right to 
protection and support ag any of the peninsular pro- 
vinces themselves. In ne other light can the Royal 
Decree of the 23rd of July,1882,the Spanish Budget of 


the 25th ef July,1888, the law of the 22nd of July, 
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1884, the poyal order of the 9th of August, 1884, the 


Royal necree of the 5th of october,1886,the law of 


the 26th of June,1888,and the Royal order of the 17th 


of July of the same year,upon whose provisions the 


Royal Economic Society founded its lumineus report 
which concluded with the following words? 
"That even for the articles not excepted, but 
"which constitute a great part of our exports, 
“besides tobacco,such as sugar and rum, the 
"“sradual and final extinguishment of the tariff 
"duties,do not constitute in reality any franchise, 
"being countervailed by the heavy transitory and 
"municipal duties lately established there on 


al 


S®alceohols from all countries". 


With the intention of resuming soon the discussion 
eof this subject,we will con clude the present article 
by presenting to our readers the following data kindly 
furnished in a letter addressed us by Mr.Perez de la 
Riva: 

"Amounts collected by the eustem houses of 

"the Peninsula on rum imported during first five 


"months of the fiscal year ef 1891-92. 


Pesetas $2521.881 
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"During the same period 
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"ef 1892-93. 150.463. 


"During the same of 


"1893-94. do. 1.3533 


"Sugar is in the same proportion." 
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have only to add,for the present,and on our 


part,that invview of the above numbers all comment 


is useless. 
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La i¢ Relaciones Camurciles, 


Hl cabotaje fué una aspiracién gene- 
rosa y noble del m4s puro DaEAAAO.. 
Defendiéla con calor y entusiasmo un 
distingnido‘comerciante habanero, que 
obtuvo la investidura de Diputado 4 
Oortes;"pero apenas se formulé esa idea 
en las esferas del Gobierno, ya empez6 
4 producir dificultades y conflictos, A 
ella se debié la crisis ministerial del 10 
de Diciembre de 1879. Y cuando més 
tarde, por las leyes de 30 de Junio y 20 
de Julio de 1882, se establecieron las | 
actuales relaciones mercantiles entre 
las Antillas espafiolas y los puertos pe- 
ninsulares, bajo un aspecto aparente 
de reciprocidad no completa, puesto | 
que el tabaco quedé excluido en abse- 
luto de toda concesién, los resultados, 
al cabo de mas de once afios, han venido 
4 demostrar que de hecho esas relacio- | 
nes no se asientan sobre la base de la 
mitua conveniencia. 

La experiencia ha venido asia de- 
mostrar una verdad inconcusa, que 
desde el primer momento pudo haber- 
se conocido, y que se ocultaba 4 espi- 
ritus perspicaces, solo por el natural y 
patriético empefio de estrechar mfs y 
m4s los vinculos de unidn y fraterni- 
dad entre individuos dé una misma fa 
inilia, que habitan sin embargo distin- 
tos hemisferios. Esta verdad consiste 

en que no hay posibilidad de estable- 
cer real y efectivamente el cabotaje en- 
tre diversas comarcas, cuando no hay 
unidad arancelaria, cuando cada ona 
tiene Tesoro aparte y obligaciones que 
no son comunes, cuando no hay iden- 
tidad en la constitucién econédmica de 
las unas y delas otras, ni en las rela. 
ciones mercantiles que con pueblos ex- 
trafios unas y otras tienen. Puede, de- 
be haber ciertamente, entre los puertos 
peninsulares y los antillanos, un trafi- 
eo extenso fundado en la mitua con- 
yeniencia, en razones econdmicas, en 
las nociones de equidad y justicia, y en | 
ia necesidad politica de que por ambas | 
partes ae propenda al mayor desarro- } 
lla de la actividad nacional, en prove- 
cho comin. Pero tealoiianiter el cabotaje | 
en aquellas ed eae no 86 hace 
posible. | 


Orea la Oamara gue el cabotaje no sdlo 
ser4 conveniente, sino imperiosamente | 
necesario el dia en que el déficit que 
dejenlas Aduanas de esta Isla no ten- 
ga que ser pagado por esta solamente, 
con sus itagr tars Lash 79! sino que 4 6) 
contribuya toda la Nacién; el dia en 
gue haya séloun Tesoro nacional, y 
que sélo un arancel, sin mas diferencia 
gue Jas muy racionales exigidas por 
causas muy justificadas, sirva para que } 
el extranjero importe sus mereancias | 
en la Peninsula y en la Isla; pues Slo | 
entonces, cambiando en su conjunto e) | 
modo de ser de nuestras relaciones | 
econémicas con la Metrépoli, tendran 
aplicacién practica en 6] terreno de la 
realidad, los principios, las doctrinas y ) 
Jas aspiraciones deigualdad; pero mien. | 
tras haya condiciones desiguales, y ' 
para el extranjero importar en Cuba | 
no &¢2 UDS misma cosa que importar en 
Espafia, por la dualidad y enorme des- 
proporcién de aranceles, hay que pre- 
caberse contra los peligros del cabota. 
je que, por sf mismo y aisladamente, 
seria fuente fecunda de trastornos eco- 
ndmicos, que son los que m4s hay que 
temer, no sélo por legitimo interés pro- 
plo,sino por patriotismo precisamente. 


El mismo Ministro ds Ultramar que 
formulé el proyecto de ley de 20 de ju- i 
lio de 1882, decia en su predmbulo: 


‘‘De desear seria que el actual orden 
de relaciones mercantiles en ambas An- 
| tillas se transformase atendiendo wni- | 
camonte & sus necesidades peculiares y 
propia conveniencia, segin aconsejap 
principios cientificos bien demostrados; 
pero el comercio internacional no se 
sujeta todavia 4 este criterio, sino al 
de compensacién y reciprocidad garan. 
tidas por medio de tratados especiales. 
Oon la presente ley desaparecer4n las 
dificultades que fueron obst4culo para 
la celebracién de aquellos, y sera llega- 
da la oportunidad de negociar los que 
tan imperiosamente reclama la prospe- 
ridad de las Antillas espafiolas. En la 
necesifad de no debilitar el presupues- 
to de ingresos, se mantienen los dere-| 
chos arancelarios, (sin perjuicio de las 
alteraciones que produzca la rectifica- | 
cidn periddica de las Tablas de Valores 
correspondientes 4 la produccién ex- 
tranjera en bandera espafiola, como in- 
termedios y m4&s adecuados 4 las cir- 
cunstancias rentisticas de aquellas pro- 
vincias.” 

No preveia el Ministro los peligros 
del cabotaje, ni Ja instabilidad de las 
concesiones hechas aparentemente 4 
los productos antillanos; pero recono- 
cia que las necesidades y la convenien- 
cia de las Antillas demandaban que 
sas relaciones mercantiles con otros 
pueblos se ajustasen 4 principios cien- 
tificos bien demostrados; ofrecia nego- 
ciar tratados con arreglo al criterio de 


“ hae 
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ten{a los derechos arancelaric 

saba que sdikbtieainiabe se rectifica- 

rian las Tablas de valores. Hsto impor- 

taba tanto como admitir que el cabota: 

je con la Peninsula hacfa necesaria la 
celebracién de tratados con las poten- 
cias extranjeras para evitar un des- 
equilibrio en las relaciones mercantiles 
de las Antillas; relaciones que debian 
acomodarse al criterio de compensa 

cién y reciprocidad, manteniéndose, 86- 
lo provisionalmente, los derechos aran- 
celarios con la peridédica rectificacién 
de valores. Excnsado es decir que e! 
tratado con los Estados Unidos, que 
por cierto puede quedar ahora sin efec: 
to y que se celebré nueve aiios después 
dela Ley de Relaciones Oomerciales, 
faé obra del apremio y de la necesidad. 
Las retificaciones de valores no se han 
hecho. Los derechos arancelarios se han 
recargado de una manera muy onerosa. 
Por filtimo las concesiones otorgadas 4 
los productos antillanos que jam4s_ al- 
canzaron al tabaco, han resultado ilu- 
sorias. El cabotaje es una utopia para 
nosotros. 

Por la ley de 30 de Junio, de 1882 se 
establecia que los productos de Cuba, 
Puerto Rico y Filipinas se admitiesen 
eon libertad de derechos en la Peninsu- 
la, 4 excepcién del tabaco, que queda | 
ria sujsto Ala legislaciéda especial vi-. 
gente, y del agaardiente, azicar, cac 0, | 
chocolate y caté, que pagarian determi- ; 


] nados derechos; los cuales se irfan re- | 
duciendo anualmente por décimas par- 
tes hasta 1° de julio de 1892 en que to- 
talmente quedarfan abolidos. Pero la 
aparente exencién de derechos arance- 
larios, Se anulé de hecho, pues se deja- 
ron vigentes, y afin se agravaron de un 
| modo extraordinario los impuestos lla- 
dos transitorio y municipal sobre los 
frutos antillanos 4 que la expresada 
franquicia se concedia. Obedece la 
exencién de esos impuestos y recargos, | 
no solo al deseo de obtener mayores 
rendimientos en los ingresos de la ren- 
ta peninsular de aduanas, sino también : 
& las exigencias de la escaela protec- | 
clonista, que para favorecer la indus- 
tria nacional en la Peninsula, afin en 
Tamos que no tienen condiciones de 
prosperidad y fomento, principiaron: 
por olvidar que Ouba y Puerto Rico son 
tierras espafiolas, son parte integrante | 
de Espafia y tienen tanto derecho 4 
proteccién y amparo como las mismas 
provineias peninsulares. No de otra 
suerte pueden estimarse el Real Decre- 
to de 23 de julio de 1882, la ley de Pre- 
supuestos de la Penisula de 25 de julio } 
de 1883, la ley de 22 de julio de 1884, 
la Real Orden de 9 de agosto de 1884, | 
el Real Decreto de 5 de octubre de} 
1884, la ley de 16 de junio de I885, la 

Real Orden de 5 de octubre de 1886, la i 


‘ley de 26 de janio de 1888 y la Real 
Orden de 17 de julio del mismo afio: 
disposiciones en que Ja Real Sociedad | 
Econémica se apoy6 para establecer en 
un luminoso informe la conclusi6én si-' 
cuiente: ee | 
 “Qne aun para los articulos no excep- 
_tuados, pero de valor positivo en nues- 
‘tra exportacién, ademas del tabaco, co- f 
mo el azficar y el aguardiente, la reba- 
jay la subsiguiente anulacién de los} 
derechos estrictamente arancelarios, no 
‘constituyen una verdadera franquicia, 
‘puesto que han quedado como exaccio- 
nes harto gravosas los impnestos tran- 
sitorio y municipal y el de consumos, | 
establecido recientemente sobre los al- 
coholes de todas procedencias.” 

A reserva de continuar en breve ocu- 
pandonos en esta materia, publicare- 
mos los siguientes datos que el sefior 
D. Demétrio Pérez dela Riva nos fa-} 
cilita en carta que no ha mucho tuvo la} 
bondad de dirigirnos: 


“Oantidades recaudadas por las A- | 
duanas de la Peninsula por aguardien- 
tes en los primeros cinco meses del afio 
econdmico de 1891-92.—Ptas, 3.521,881 
Kin igual periodo de 1892 

150,463 
En los primeros cinco 

meses del actual 1,333 

En la misma proporcién esta el azi- 
car.” 

_ Por nuestra parte, y por ahora, sdélo — 
agregaremos que después de estas Ci 


fras, todo comentario es inétil. 
Lr 


